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‘Allah  please  help 
Please  give  us  rail 


Banks  risks 
sack  over 
Hague  jibe 


Ewen  MacAskDl,  Chief 
PolMcalConMpowiw1* 


GAFFE-prone  Tony  f 
Banks’s  ministerial  f 
career  was  in  peril  I 
last  night  after  he  ^ 
was  forced  to  apologise  for  i 
c?ning  Conservative  leader  I 
William  Hague  a foetus.  1 

Mr  Banks’s  blunder  during  i 
a fringe  speech  at  the  Labour  I 
conference  was  made  worse 
when  he  went  on  to  say  that  If 
Mr  Hague  was  a foetus,  a lot 
of  Tories  would  regret  voting 
against  abortion. 

A senior  Labour  source 
said  last  night  "With  every 
passing  gaffe,  his  hold  on 
ministerial  office  becomes  in- 
creasingly tenuous."  Tony 
Riair  is  expected  to  reshuffle 
his  ministerial  team  nest 
month. 

Mr  Banks  moved  quickly 
yesterday  to  try  and  end  the 
row  by  issuing  an  unequivo- 
cal retraction  yesterday,  ad- 
mitting his  remarks  were 
tasteless. 

The  Conservative  Party, 
after  complaining  that  his 
remark  was  over  the  top  and 
“utterly  distasteful”,  accepted 
his  apology. 

Mr  Banks,  who  has  found 
himself  repeatedly  at  the  cen- 
tre of  controversy  since  his 
surprise  appointment  as 
'sports  minister  in  May,  made  I 
the  joke  at  a Tribune  rally  on  : 
Tuesday  night  m . 

He  said  Tory  MPs  had 
“elected  a foetus  as  party 
leader”.  That  was  met  by  loud 
and  sustained  laughter  and 
Mr  Banks  went  one  further: 
"I  bet  there's  a lot  of  Tory 
MPs  that  wish  they  hadn’t 
voted  against  abortion  now." 

After  complaints,  Mr  Banks 
issued  hfe  statement  “This 
was  a tasteless  remark,  ut- 
tered off  the  cuff,  which  I ac- 
knowledge caused  offence  and 
for  which  I fully  apologise.” 
Over  the  past  five  months 
I Mr  Banks,  who  rose  to  feme 
r on  the  Greater  London  Coun- 
cil, has: 

i □ Crossed  his  fingers  while 
- swearing  a ministerial  oath  to 


"'"’***  ••  '■■y-r 


A fire  burns  in  Si  bn,  Malaysia.  Smoke  pollution  originating  ■[rTniiMTlWBTT — ETT^^ggill  l nek’s  water  supply  is  running  I of  bis  power,”  says  i 


As  the  UN  warns  that  fires  in 
Indonesia  will  damage  Asiafor 
years,  Andrew  Higgins,  the 

first  British  newspaper  journalist 
to  reach  the  heart  of  the  disaster 
zone,  reports  from  Pontianak 

....  ..  — Th 


IT  IS  mid-afternoon  near 
the  epicentre  of  the  apoc- 
alypse and  smoke  veils  a 
crescent  moon  atop  the 
dome  of  the  Mujahidin 
mosque. 

•■Allah  is  giving  us  a vra^n- 
ing^Sys  Haji  Abdul  R 
Djafar,  Islam's  chief  envoy  in 
this  filthy  tropical  city  of 
450  noo.  a city  built  on  tne 
profits  of  logging  aud  now 
Popping  on  nature  s revenge, 
^wfbope  Allah  win  helpus 
and  give  us  rain  so  ®“J>Sdy 
and  spirit  can  be  cleaned. 

Briefly.  It*®*  ««*?  ?S£ 
the  pleas  of  more  than  1, wo 

worshippers  who  BBOBredfcr 

Friday  prayers 

had  been  answered, toebea 
eM  opened.  A pitch  sky 


cleared  to  pewter  BW-  But 
the  smoke  was  soon  bank.  It 
rolled  in  at  dawn  frt>mjhe 
nres  of  Kalimantan,  many  of 

the  ground  in  vast  hidden 

^n^peat  to  toe sorthand 

west  of  Pontianak,  a gim  creek 

Station  of  fetid  canals 
Sd^SSSing  concrete  on 
^BSS^PartrfBornK. 
Sand.  Yesterday 
ued  to  spread  unchecked 
across  Indonesia,  and  the 
3^  sSgO-eytove  caused 
brought  another  day  choir 
ing  misery  to  much  of  souto- 

eawWte^cience  has  projkM 

aircraft  to  seed  clouds  (tom- 

duce  rain), 

pumps  to  squirt  water  deep 


A satellite  picture  shows  the  extent  of  smoke  over  Borneo 
satellites  to  take  tnerm  the  mam  square 


saieuuca  w ----  n. 

image  photographs,  toe  mfld- 
mannered  75-year-old  imam 
of  Pontianak’s  central 
mosque  seeks  salvation  m a 
mass  display  of  He 


prayers  on  the  main  square 
overlooking  the  Kapuas  river. 

A bridge  spanning  toe  river 
carries  traffic  Into  a smoke- 
shrouded  void  sequinned  with 

..  . j: — nF  liohts 


mass  display  of  ggg-  __  ^ ^ ^>w  of  lights  from 
S?  SSuou  I disappearing  uebides.  Ftmtia- 


Hale's  water  supply  is  running 
dry  as  residents  queue  to  fill 
canisters  from  public  spigots. 

The  city's  name  derives 
from  toe  legend  of  a woman 
who  died  in  childbirth  to  be- 
come a blood-drinking  ghost 
known  as  a pontianak. 
Today’s  blood-sucking  is  con- 
fined to  the  shopkeepers  prof- 
iteering from  the  sale  of 
scarce  surgical  masks.  Their 
price  has  more  than  doubled, 
putting  even  this  meagre  pro- 
tection beyond  the  reach  of 
many  families. 

On  Monday,  a group  of  en- 
vironmentalists began  hand- 
ing out  free  masks  on  toe 
roadside.  Their  charity  was 
grabbed  at  by  a passing  truck- 
load  of  soldiers  In  jungle  cam- 
ouflage, with  only  red  scarves 
to  keep  the  muck  in  the  air 
from  their  lungs. 

A film  of  dust  coats  the 
Imam's  office.  As  with  nearly 
every  other  room  in  Pontia- 
nak, lights  are  kept  on  all  day 
as  a substitute  for  the  sun- 
light that  ought  to  be  stream- 
ing through  the  window. 

“Through  the  smoke, 
people  can  see  Allah’s  power. 
This  is  just  a very  small  part 


G^ri^quits  as  Arts  Council  chairman 


of  his  power,”  says  the  Imam. 
Rachim  Djafer.  “Allah  is  all- 
powerfuL  The  people  are  very 
weak.” 

On  a well-tended  lawn  m 
front  of  the  regional  adminis- 
tration responsible  for  gov- 
erning Kalbar,  the  western- 
most slice  of  Kalimantan,  the 
ghostly  figure  of  a gardener 
tends  the  vanishing  grass. 

Upstairs  In  toe  headquar- 
ters of  a task  force  set  up  by 
the  environmental  depart- 
ment Soeparno  Soehadi  stud- 
ies the  latest  satellite  image 
taxed  from  the  Indonesian 
capital.  Jakarta.  It  shows 
three  fires  raging  in  the  south 
of  his  domain  near  Ketepang 
but  brings  good  news  from 
the  west  where  the  rain 
seems  to  have  calmed  a blaze 
that  devoured  the  area  last 
week.  A strengthening  wind 
promises  to  blow  away  some 
of  the  grime  overhead  — or 
bring  in  more  smoke  if  it 
changes  direction. 

The  satellite  picture  also 
brings  bleak  news  from  the 
turn  to  page  3,  column  l 

&wironment  under  threat 

pas** 


The  arms  fair 


toe  Queen: 

□ Suggested  there  should  be 
a single  British  football  team: 

□ Said  foreigners  who  play  • 
for  English  clubs  should  play 
for  England; 

□ Said  of  Paul  Gascoigne  that 
when  God  gave  him  his  tal- 
ent "he  took  his  brains  out  at 
the  same  time"; 

□ Called  for  an  end  ro  the 
national  anthem  at  sporting 
fixtures; 

□ Had  to  apologise  for  say  mg 
England  were  unlikely  to  win 
soccer's  World  Cup. 

At  the  fringe  meeting  Mr 
Banks  also  made  jokes  at  the 
expense  of  his  own  leader, 
saying  when  Mr  Blair  asked  if 
he  would  accept  toe  ministe- 
rial job  he  replied:  "Is  the 
Pope  a Catholic?"  He  added: 
*1  thought  that  would  stand 
me  in  very  good  stead  with 
Cherie  and  the  friends  of  the 
Brompton  Oratory"  — Mr 
Blair’s  wife  is  Catholic  and 
their  son  attends  the  grant- 
maintained  London  Oratory 
School. 

He  also  referred  to  the  role 
of  Peter  Mandelson  in  head- 
ing Labour’s  media  and  strat- 
egy team  in  Millbank  Tower 
during  the  General  Election 
campaign,  and  referred  to  Mr 
Mandelson’s  pet  project,  the 
Millennium  Dome. 

To  laughter.  Mr  Banks  said; 
“Do  you  ever  get  that  scary, 
scary  feeling  that  there’s 
more  than  one  Peter  Mandel- 
son? What  are  they  really 
doing  in  Millbank  Tower? 
They  tell  us  it’s  a comm  uni  ca- 
i tions  centre. 

1 "Well.  1 reckon  they're 
: making  Mandelsons  up  there 

- and  getting  ready  to  store 
t them  in  that  Millennium 

Dome  over  in  Greenwich." 
s Sir  Teddy  Taylor.  Conser- 
i vative  MP  tor  Southend  East 

- and  Rochford,  condemned  Mr 

- Banks’s  abortion  remark  as 
1 "filthy  and  offensive". 

“This  is  one  of  toe  nastiest 
5 and  wholly  unjustifiable  com- 
i ments  I have  beard  in  33 
_ years  in  politics.” 


Laboir  In  Brighton,  page  5 
Leader  comment,  page  8 
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Dan  dataller 
Artacorrespondao* 

■ ORD.  Gowrie,’  who  onefe 

■ said  he  could  not  afford 
■■to  be  a <^inettiiiiiister 
because  Hite,  salary  W too 

low.yesterday^ 
resignation  as  unj^d  ejau': 
man  ofthe  Atfs  Cogwg* 
England  fo  pursue  his  busi- 
ness interests.  •.  . 

Speculation  immediately 
mounted  that  Lord  Gowrie  S 


failure  to  fend  offa  cut : to  toe 
££ount  of 

SsrsassS 
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Mi  Britain 


mm 


no  doubt  the  Arts  Conndl 
will  have  to  become  slight]? 
more  general-lfl®  and  , 

vicar-like.  Generals  will 

ssSSsgg 

SS.  Relations  witii  the 

as-f^tSsi 


World  News 


“The  Arts  Council  has  suf- 
fered a loss  of  confidence i be- 
cause . . • you  cannot  indefi- 
nitely sustain  a position  to 
which  cash  is  taken  out  of 
revenue,”  he  said. 

Speaking  at  the  Labour 
Conference,  Culture  Secre- 
tary Chris  Smith  said  a sixth 
good  cause  was  to  get  lottery 
money.  Of  each  pound  spent 
on  a lottery  ticket,  28  pence 
goes  to  the  so-called  “good 
causes”.  From  next  Wednes- 
day the  New  Opportunities 


Fund  will  get  13-3  per  cent. 
Arts,  sport,  heritage  and  char- 1 
i ties  each  get  about  1G.6  per 
cent,  and  the  Millennium 
Commission  20  per  cent 
Lord  Gowrie  wfH  leave  his 

post  to  May  M, ,• W*  J* 
fore  his  five-year  contraries 
pires.  He  is  a director  of  Soth- 
eby's, the  auctioneers,  a™ 
chairman  of  Devg°pmert^ 
curities  He.  an  office  develop 

ment  company  which 

recently  announced  a aupef 
cent  increase  to  profits. 


m&'M 


EVEN  as  Tony  Blair  is 
calling  on  Britain  to 
become  a “beacon  for  the 
world'*,  quite  legal  orders 
are  being  taken  in  a 
Hampshire  town  for  UK- 
made  mortar  launchers, 
voice-print  truth  phones, 
grenades,  disrupter  can- 
non, carbon  dioxide  guns, 
explosives,  “blunt  trauma 
vests'*  and  civilian  sur- 
veillance systems. 

John  Vidal,  page  3 
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Merger  with  US  partner  in  jeopardy  after  surprise  $30  billion  counterbid  □ WorldCom  offer  is  biggest  in  American  corporate  history 

BT  plan  for  global  growth  shattered 


Nicholas  Bannister 
and  Mark  Tran  In  KwYoril 


RITISH  Telecom's 
ambitious  plan  to 
.become  one  of  a 
f handfUl  of  campa- 
nies  dominating 

the  global  comm  uni  cations 

Industry  in  the  2lst  century 
was  shattered  yesterday 
when  a relatively  unknown 
American  company  made  a 

$30  billion  counterbid  for 
BTs  US  partner. 

WorldCom’s  surprise  offer 
for  MCI  is  the  largest  in 
American  corporate  history 
and  second  only  to  the  recent 


$36  billion  merger  of  Swiss 
drug  companies  Ciba-Geigy 
and  Sandaz.  It  tops  BTs  offer 
by  $9  billion. 

BT  already  owns  20  per  cent 
of  MCI  and  was  in  the  process 
of  buying  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany for  JEIOJ?  billion. 

The  MCI  deal  is  critical  to 
BTs  strategy  to  become  a 
global  super-carrier,  a policy 
devised  by  chairman  Sir  Iain 
Variance  and  chief  executive 
Sir  Peter  Bonfield- 

BT  needs  a big  presence  in 
the  $200  bfllion-a-year  US  tele- 
coms market  as  well  as  a 
strong  position  in  Europe  and 
the  Ear  East 

The  group  Haw  forged  alli- 


ances in  the  main  European 
countries  but  it  failed  to  gain 
control  of  Hong  Kong  Tele- 
com when  merger  talks  with 
hkt*«  parent,  London-based 
Cable  & Wireless,  collapsed  in 
May  last  year. 

BT,  under  pressure  from  its 
big  investors,  recently  rene- 
gotiated a lower  offer  for  MCI 
after  the  company  announced 
unexpected  losses  in  its  local 
calls  business. 

James  Dodd,  telecoms  ana- 
lyst at  Kleinwort  Benson, 
mM:  “it's  a big  blow  to  the 
individuals  In  BT  who  have 
staked  their  personal  commit- 
ment to  MCI  — but  in  terms 
of  generating  value  for  share- 


holders, it's  a very  significant 
blessing.’1 

City  concern  over  the  price 
it  was  paying  means  BT  win 
be  hard  put  to  match  World- 
Corn's  bid.  The  likelihood  is 
that  it  win  be  forced  either  to 
withdraw  from  the  contest, 
with  a £750  million  prefit  on 
its  stake,  or  accept  World- 
Corn's  "cheeky”  offer  to  be- 
come a junior  partner. 

Bernard  Ebbers,  World- 
Com’s president  and  chief  ex- 
ecutive, said  his  company  bad 
only  been  able  to  mate  Its  bid 
because  BT  had  reduced  its 
offer  by  £2  billion. 

BT  refused  to  comment  on 
the  bid  other  than  to  say:  "We 


have  received  the  material 
made  public  today  and  are 
considering  the  issues  it 
raises.”  MCI  said  it  had 
received  tm  unsolicited  offer 
and  that  its  board  would  meet 
in  due  course  “to  review  all 
the  issues  and  options”. 

From  a standing  start  14 
years  ago,  WorldCom  has 

been  transformed  into  Ameri- 
ca's fourth  largest  long-dis- 
tance carrier  thanks  to  more 
than  40  takeovers  and  merg- 
ers. It  is  also  the  world’s  big- 
gest Internet  carrier. 

Mr  Ebbers  is  a former 
science  teacher  and  basket- 
ball coach  who  claims  to 
know  little  about  the  Intrica- 


cies of  the  telecoms  business, 
relying  more  on  creating  the 
right  team  and  motivating 
them.  At  a press  conference 
in  Manhattan  yesterday;  he 
said  that  WoxMCom  intended 
to  be  one  of  the  global  players 
in  telecommunications,  say- 
ing: “There  win  be  a limited 
number  of  global  players. 
With  MCI,  we  will  become 
more  of  a factor  in  the  Inter- 
national market  place.” 

He  claimed  that  th»  fit  be- 
tween BT  and  MCI  would  not 
work  without  sufficient  local 
networks  in  place.  WorldCom 
had  those  networks  in  place. 
Be  expected  savings  of  fZ5 
billion  in  the  first  year. 


WorldCom 


Heroin  chic  on  the  catwalk 


Supermodel  Amy  Wesson:  'She  was  either  exhausted  and  needing  to  sleep  or  completely  stoned’  photograph:  chris  moore 


Agent  sues  model  who 
was  ‘too  stoned  to  work* 


Joanna  Cole*  In  Now  Yoifc 


THEY  call  It  heroin 
chic:  the  Images  of 
thin  white  wasted 
teenagers  spreadea- 
gled  across  the  pages  of 
Vogue,  EELe,  Arena  and  Marie 
Claire,  which  are  used  to  sell 
high  fashion  to  the  young. 
But  there  was  nothing  edify- 
ing or  chic  about  the  row 
which  exploded  in  the  inter- 
national modelling  world  yes- 
terday, as  one  of  the  indus- 
try's top  agents  declared  that 
he  was  suing  the  blonde  su- 
permodel Amy  Wesson  tor 
$4  million  (£2.5  million)  be- 
cause she  was  frequently  too 
stoned  to  work. 

Michael  Flutie,  head  of 
Company  Management,  who 
represented  the  model  for  two 
and  a half  years,  said  he  had 
spent  the  last  six  months  ter- 
rified he  would  knock  on  Ms 
Wesson’s  door  and  find  her 
lying  alone  and  dead. 

“I  was  scared  that  I would 
go  round  to  see  why  she 
hadn’t  turned  up  for  a shoot 
and  Qnd  her  dead,”  he  said. 

'T  tried  to  get  her  into  de- 
tox, I tried  everything.  But 
now  it’s  time  far  tough  love.  I 
am  very  concerned  about  her 
life." 

Mr  Flutie  said  the  problems 
started  a year  ago  when  edi- 
tors began  phoning  him  to 
complain  that  Ms  Wesson, 
who  charges  $10,000-25,000  a 
day,  was  turning  up  incapa- 
ble of  working. 

"She  was  either  exhausted 
and  needing  to  sleep  or  com- 
pletely stoned,”  be  said;  od 
one  occasion  she  could  barely 
stand  up. 

As  her  behaviour  became 
more  erratic,  Mr  Flutie  said 
he  started  taking  the  brunt 
“On  a typical  bad  day,  she 
would  be  phoning  me  at  mid- 
night screaming  at  me  that  1 
hadn't  told  her  about  a shoot 
or  claiming  that  I had  refused 
to  give  her  boyfriend  her 
phone  number. 

"She  would  abuse  and  ac- 
cuse my  staff  of  things  and  we 
were  having  problems  main- 
taining a professional 


Winchester  election  set  to  be  run  again 


New  poll  after  Tory  challenge  to 
two-vote  victory  for  Lib  Dems 


Alex  Bellos 


High  Court  is  likely 
to  order  that  a byelec- 
tion be  beld  in  Winches- 
ter following  months  of  con- 
troversy surrounding  the 
Liberal  Democrats’  two-vote 
victory  over  the  Conserva- 
tives at  the  general  election,  it 
emerged  last  night 
It  is  believed  that  both  par- 
ties have  agreed  to  re-stage 
the  election  and  that  the  High 
Court  will  not  object  Details 
of  the  first  byelection  forced 
by  a miscount  for  more  than 
SO  years  will  be  made  public 


at  a formal  hearing  on 
Monday. 

The  Conservative  former 
health  minister  Gerry  Malone 
lost  the  prosperous  Hamp- 
shire seat  to  Liberal  Demo- 
crat Mark  Oaten  by  the  nar- 
rowest recorded  margin  for  a 
Westminster  constituency  on 
May  l. 

But  even  though  the  huge 
swing  against  the  Conserva- 
tives won  Labour  and  the  Lib- 
eral Democrats  other  unex- 
pected seats  around  the 
country,  Mr  Malone  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  defeat 
without  a Oght 

He  took  legal  action  soon 


after  the  result,  claiming  that 
some  ballot  papers  had  not 
been  correctly  stamped  by  the 
polling  station  staff  leading 
to  some  of  his  votes  being 
disqualified. 

Mr  Malone  served  his 
petition  to  the  High  Court  on 
May  15,  a fortnight  after  poll- 

aday.  In  June,  55  disputed 
jt  papers  and  another  two 
Mr  Malone  objected  to  were 
examined  by  judges  at  a pri- 
vatehearing. 

There  has  been  speculation 
that  lawyers  acting  tor  the 
parties  involved  may  have 
struck  a deal  during  or  after 
the  hearing  to  stage  the  elec- 
tion again. 

A Winchester  City  Council 
spokesman  dismissed  the 
rumours  as  “speculation" 
which  was  “prejudging  some- 


thing that  may  happen  on 
Monday". 

The  Liberal  Democrats  also 
dismissed  the  suggestion  as 
one  of  several  possibilities. 

"There  will  be  a judgment 
on  Monday  and  tfae  judge  is 
the  only  person  who  knows 
how  it  is  going  to  go,”  a 
spokesman  said. 

The  party  believes  that  for 
the  seat  to  be  awarded  to  Mr 
Malone  without  a re-run  of 
the  contest  would  "fly  in  the 
face  of  natural  justice". 

If  the  High  Court  does  order 
a by  election,  there  will  un- 
doubtedly be  pressure  to  hold 
the  contest  as  soon  as  poss- 
ible. But,  with  the  Commons 
not  returning  until  the  end  of 
this  month,  it  is  unlikely  to 
take  place  before  late 
November. 


Despite  the  popularity  of 
Tony  Blair's  government,  it 
would  inevitably  be  a two- 
horse  race  again  between  the 
Tories  and  Liberal 
Democrats. 

It  would  therefore  mean  an 
unwelcome  distraction  for  the 
Labour  Party,  which  was  dis- 
appointed by  the  Tories' 
retaining  of  Uxbridge  in 
July's  byelection. 

On  May  l in  Winchester, 
Labour’s  Patrick  Davies 
polled  6,500,  almost  20,000  be- 
hind his  Conservative  and 
Liberal  Democrat  rivals. 

The  last  time  a petition  was 
successfully  filed  to  annul  a 
Westminster  election  result 
on  the  basis  of  a miscount 
was  in  1910.  Then,  a four-vote 
Liberal  majority  in  Exeter  be- 
came a Tory  majority  of  one. 


Great  comedy  mixing  subversion  and  style 


Review 


Michael  Biliington 

Les  Fausses  Confidences 
Lyttelton 

IT  IS  something  of  a scandal 
that  the  Comedle  Franpaise 
has  not  been  seen  in  London 
for  nearly  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. But  at  last  this  famous 
company  has  returned  to  open 
the  French  Theatre  Season 
with  a wholly  delightful 
revival  of  Marivaux’s  bitter- 
sweet 1737  comedy. 

Marivaux  is  still  associated 


in  some  quarters  with  pre- 
cious, filigree  dialogue.  But 
there  is  much  more  to  him 
than  mannered  language. 
And,  even  if  Jean-Pierre 
MiqueTs  production  of  this 
play  is  visually  restrained,  tt 
clearly  realises  that  this  is  a 
work  in  which  passion  is  sub- 
ject to  the  dictates  of  money, 
class  and  master-servant 
relationships. 

The  basic  situation  Is 
simple  enough.  Doran te,  a 
poor  lawyer,  is  desperately  in 
love  with  Araminte,  a wealthy 
widow.  In  order  to  be  close  to 
her  he  gets  a job  as  her  stew- 
ard. But  before  his  passion 
can  be  fulfilled  endless  ob- 
stacles have  to  be  overcome: 


not  least  his  uncle's  determi- 
nation that  he  shall  make  an 
advantageous  match  else- 
where and  the  desire  of 
Aramlnte’s  snobbish  virago  of 
a mother  that  her  daughter 
shall  marry  a high-born 
count 

Greed  and  gain,  as  much  as 
passion,  spin  the  plot  Even 
Dorante's  ex-servant  an  in- 
sidious Jeeves  who  manipu- 
lates his  former  employer  as  if 
be  were  a chess  piece,  tells 
him:  Tour  tools  are  a gold- 
mine.” And  Dorante’s  solici- 
tor unde  constantly  puts  a 
price-tag  on  every  human 
relationship.  This  is  what 
makes  Marivaux  such  a sub- 
versive stylist  he  sees  that 


economic  advantage  is  the 
motivating  force  in  18th-cen- 
tury France. 

As  in  all  great  comedy, 
there  is  also  a pervasive  sense 
of  sadness.  The  key  figure 
here  is  Araminte.  who  recip- 
rocates Dorante’s  love  but 
who  is  afraid  to  declare  her 
feelings  and  who  is  being  ma- 
nipulated by  just  about  every- 
one. The  rde  is  superbly 
played  byCGdle  Brtme,  who 
combines  the  fragile  porce- 
lain beauty  of  the  young  Made- 
leine Renaud  with  a sense  of 
suppressed  romantic  longing. 

The  playing  throughout  has 
the  suppleness  and  ease  that 
comes  from  a company  tradi- 
tion. Catherine  Sarnie  makes 


Aramlnte’s  mother  a terrify- 
ing white- wigged  embodiment 
of  social  snobbery.  Gerard 
Giroudon  also  brings  to  Dor- 
ante's  servant.  In  his  silver- 
patterned  coat  and  grey  cape, 
a sinister  gloating  opportun- 
ism. And  Laurent  d’Olce 
makes  Dorante  himself  as 
much  a victim  of  others'  wiles 
asa  slave  of  passion. 

This  production  unequivo- 
cally establishes  Marivaux  as 
a radical  social  observer  as 
well  as  an  immaculate  stylist 
The  production  runs  only 
until  Saturday:  one  hopes  that 
London  will  flock  to  see  a 
great  play. 

This  review  appeared  in 
some  editions  yesterday. 


relationship.  I have  lost  a lot 
of  money  over  this." 

Mr  Flutie  said  that  Ms  ‘Wes- 
son had  refused  his  offer  of 
help  and  then  left  Company 
Management  claiming  she 
had  finanriai  problems. 

The  next  day  she  signed  on 
with  a rival  agency,  Marilyn 
Inc,  based  in  New  York. 

Carolyn  Kramer,  a spokes- 
woman for  Marilyn  Inc, 
which  has  now  represented 
Ms  Wesson  for  two  weeks, 
said  the  model  arrived  in 


Flutie’s  lawsuit  was  very  bad 
publicity  for  the  model,  whom 
she  referred  to  as  a “$50,000*- 
day  girl”.  She  added  that  Ms 
Wesson  would  be  seeking 
legal  advice  on  how  to  refute 
the  claim.  Ms  Wesson  is 
Hawwing  her  contract  with 
Company  was  Invalid. 

Asked  If  drugs  were  preva- 
lent in  the  modelling  busi- 
ness, Ms  Kramer,  whose 
agency  also  represents  Hel- 
ena Christiansen  «nd  Carla 
Rrnni.  replied:  "It  worries  me 


The  fashion 
industry  must  take 
responsibility  for 
images  it  creates. 
We  must  question 
if  we’re  in  anyway 
participating  or 
supporting  a drug 
culture,  however 
unconsciously* 

Donna  Karan  (left) 


Milan  yesterday  and  was  pre- 
paring for  the  new  season  of 
shows. 

Although  she  declined  to 
comment  on  the  accusations 
of  drug-taking,  she  said: 
“Amy  Is  fine.  She’s  been 
shortlisted  for  Versace, 
Prada,  Jil  Sander  and  Gucci 
among  others. 

“She's  working  for  to  crime 
de  la  crime  of  the  campaigns. 
Calvin  Klein,  Italian  Vogue 
and  every  show  from  London, 
to  Rome,  Milan,  Paris  and 
New  York." 

Ms  Kramer  admitted  Mr 


on  a national  leveL  I have 
friends  in  Wall  Street  where 
drugs  are  prominent  right 
now.  Doctors  are  doing  drugs, 
the  fashion  industry  should 
not  be  singled  out  as  the  only 
business  with  a prevailing 
drug  problem." 

But  Mr  Flutie,  who  has 
been  working  with  the  Coun- 
cil of  Fashion  Designers  to 
draw  up  guidelines  to  help 
deal  with  the  problem,  said 
drugs,  often  taken  to  keep 
weight  down,  were  rife. 

“Girls  come  into  cities  like 
New  York  or  Paris  or  London 


and  they  can’t  cope.  They’re 
earning  $10,000  a day,  imag- 
ine working  in  an  environ- 
ment like  that 
. “People  are  in  denial  about 
the  extent  of  the  problem  in 
the  business.  Amy  is  in  denial 
and  I am  worried  because  we 
are  talking  about  her  life.” 
Last  June,  after  the  death 
from  a heroin  overdose  of  Da- 
vide  Sorrenti,  a young  pho- 
tographer, President  Bill 
Clinton  attacked  the  fashion 
industry  tor  glorifying  heroin 
and  using  waif-like  models 
with  black  smudged  eyes  to 

appeal  to  youngsters. 

"It’s  destructive,  it's  not 
beautiful,  it  to  ugly,”  be  said. 
“It  is  not  about  art,  it’s  about 
life  and  death.” 

Shortly  afterwards  the  fash- 
ion designer  Donna  Karan 
issued  a statement  saying  the 
industry  needed  to  take  res- 
ponsibility tor  the  images  it 
was  creating  and  "question  if 
we’re  in  any  way  participat- 
ing or  supporting  a drug  cul- 
ture. however  unconscious 
our  role  may  be.” 

Although  the  Duchess  of 
Windsor  coined  fashion's 
underlying  mayim  that  “one 
can  never  be  too  rich  or  too 
thin”,  the  latest  vogue  in  her- 
oin chic  appeared  in  the  mid- 
1990s,  spearheaded  by  a new 
generation  of  young  photogra- 
phers impressed  by  the  work 
of  photo-journalists  such  as 
Larry  Clark  and  Nan  Goldin. 

Anxious  to  break  away 
from  the  airb  rushed  artifi- 
ciality of  most  fashion  imag- 
ery. they  began  using  super- 
thin  models  like  Kate  Moss 
who  would  often  be  pictured 
lying  on  seedy  motel  beds.  It 
was  high  fashion  in  low-life 
settings  and  it  sparked  the 
trend  for  grunge  fashion. 

"We  must  inform  the  public 
about  how  endemic  the  prob- 
lem is,"  Mr  Flutie  said.  "We 
all  have  a responsibility 
here." 
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ALL  DAY,  WE’LL 
BRING  DOWN  THE  GOST 
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General  Accident 
Direct 


You  can  get  up  te  10%  off 
year  eeateits  insurance 
if  someone's  usually  guarding 
the  roost.  Call  us  today 
and  yea'll  be  In  safe  hands. 
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‘Call  me’ 


In  Britain,  Tony  Biair’s  ‘beacon 
to  the  world’,  the  Ultimate 
Handcuff  Co  sells  eight  brands 
of  cuff.  Worried 
that  they  might 
show  the  bruises?  1 
They  also  do  rubber 
liners,  £6  a pair.  ■ “mi 
Welcome  to  the  jjjjg  • ■ :*§M 

Contingency  and  HtL :7m 

Operational  Procurement 
Exhibition.  On  MoD  property. 
John  Vidal,  above,  reports 


OUTSIDE  the  perim- 
eter fence  of  Farn- 
borough  airfield, 
60  people  are  lis- 
tening to  a woman 
reciting  the  names  of  Guate- 
malan political  prisoners  who 
have  been  tortured.  "Mario 
Sanchez  . . . Jorge  Alberto  . . . 
Gilberto  Caal . . 

Inside  the  Ministry  of  De- 
fence property,  well  out  of 
sight  of- the  road,  the  annual 
Copes  arms  fair  is  getting 
under  way.  Delegates  to  the 
Contingency  and  Operational 
Procurement  Exhibition  are 
being  bussed  in  and  out 
I have  posed  as  a French 
security  consultant  eager  to 
do  business  at  the  fair,  which 
is  off  limits  to  press,  public 
and  anyone-  without  personal 
invitations.  I have  sent  two 
Cues  on  the  letterheadmg  of 
an  imaginary  Paris  firm 
called  IPCO,  but  with  my  own 
name*  passport  details  and 
Guardian  telephone  numbers. 
It  is  enougb  to  get  in  with  a 
ham  French  accent  and  a 
copy-ofhe  Monde. 

"Bomber*' . head  security  i 
honcho,  drives  me  and  four 
guards  to  the  site.  He  is  pre- 
paring evacuation  procedures 
as  if  a siege  were  in  progress. 
Shouting  orders  into  a mobile 
phone,  he  deploys  dark-suited 
men  to  different  gates.  There 
are.  three  more  fingertip  secu- 
rity searches  and  identity 
checks  that  would  shame  El 
AL  No  recording  equipment, 
bugging  devices,  cameras  or 
protesters,  thank  you. 

The  venue  is  a 100-yara 
rigid  tent  with  100  middle- 
aged  men  in  black  drinking 
and  eating  heavily  at  bofo 
ends:  1 am  the  only  man  in 
shades.  There  are  lots  of  ear- 
rings and  personal  jewellery, 
bellies,  and  white  shirts  on 
show. 

In  between,  146  exhibitors 
from  around  the  world  are 
showing  their  kit  to  military 
special  forces,  border  patrols, 
corporate  security  men,  gov- 
ernment agencies,  rapid  res- 


ponse departments,  logistic 
groups,  minesweepers,  and 
what  are  euphemistically 
called  "internal  security” 
groups.  The  Copex  catalogue 
boasts  exhibits  for  “penetra- 
tion/insertion security", 
“counter  narcotics",  "armour 
and  ballistics",  “pyrotech- 
nics” and  "counter  insur- 
gency”. South  Koreans,  Chi- 
nese, Ugandans.  Kuwaitis  and 
Singaporeans  mix  with  Brum- 
mies and  clipped  voice  man- 
darin-types. 

1 have  a notional  £100,000. 
What  can  I buy  for  a bunch  of 
security-obsessed  East  Euro- 
peans? The  prices  are  ballis- 
tic. How  about  a portable 
sleeping  policeman  which  can  i 
be  dectronically  triggered  to 
produce  razor-sharp  blades?  1 
Prices  slashed  to  £13.000. 
They  are  hot  in  Germany. 

"Very  good  for  border 
guards."  says  the  MD  of  Cats- 
claw  Ltd. 

“And  corporations?” 

“Of  course." 

“Would  they  have  stopped 
Princess  Diana's  Mercedes  at 
I22mph?  "Ah,  that,”  he  says. 
•It  doesn’t  add  up,  does  it?  It 
was  the  worst  security  bungle 
ever.” 

"Jim,"  a Brummie,  is  sell- 
ing revolving  target  systems 
for  up  to  £5  melton  and  be- 
wailing the  demise  of  British 
gun  clubs.  Now  be  has  to  deal 
mainly  with  big  spenders 
such  as  the  police. 

personally,  be  has  moved 
on  from  handguns  to  19th  cen- 
tury-style muskets.  He  is  the 
European  champion. 

A with  a knife  Is 
dressed  up  in  hood,  groin  and 
body  armour  and  is  being 
eyed  up  by  a man.  with  a gun. 
"Come  on!"  he  shouts.  It  is, 
says  a ftpiftgman,  virtual  close 
quarter  training  for  "real 
time  situation  incidents".  The 
two  men  grapple  and  four 
shots  ring  out.  It’s  only  paint. 

But  where  are  the  bombs 
and  torture  equipment?  “Off 
ticket,"  says  a blunt  north- 
erner eyeing  up  computer 


surveillance  gear.  Across  the 
aisle,  the  man  from  the  Ulti- 
mate Handcuff  Company l 
offers  eight  brands  of  cuff. 
“You  bave  them  for  the  legs?” 
He  says  he  is  strictly  an  arms 
man. 

“My  Clients  have  a problem 
that  the  handcuffs  they  use 
show  bruises.  What  do  you  1 
recommend?”  Easy.  Rubber , 
liners  at  £6  a pair. 

At  the  Powder  Horn  Keg 
Company  stand  the  talk  is  of 
the  end  and  coming  return  of  | 
communism.  "They’ll  be  | 
back.  Then,  well  all  die." , 
says  an  American.  The  stand 
is  selling  knives,  small  arms  . 
and  triggering  devices. 

7b  another  vendor.  “ Do  you 
have  any  CS  gas?” 

“Is  that  like  mustard  gas?  I 
thought  it  was  illegal  here, 
that's  why  we  didn't  bring 
any."  But  he  has  an  export 
business.  "Call  me.”  he  says. 
“We  can  get  most  things." 

No  one  is  impressed  by  the 
Princess  Diana  anti-landmine 
campaign,  intergovernmental 
treaties  or  Labour’s  new  ethi- 


cal foreign  policy.  “It’s  busi- 
ness as  usual.  The  trade  goes 
on  In  anything  you  want,” 
says  a man  selling  Bosnia- 
tested  minesweepers  at  £6,000 
each.  Would  not  that  money 
buy  more  than  6.000  mines? 
"At  least,  but  add  on 
delivery.” 

Cattle  prods,  electric  shock 
batons,  manacles  and  other 
human  rights  abuse  gear  is 
out.  There  is  nothing  above  or 
below  the  counter.  “This  js  a 
market,”  says  a man  with 
three  earrings.  He  passes  a 
London  address. 

Hi-tech  is  in.  Bugs  are  tak- 
ing over  as  corporations  and 
governments  become  increas- 
ingly paranoid  about  out- 
siders and  insiders.  There  are 
now  anti-bugs  and  anti-anti- 
bugs, bugs  for  private  and 
public  property.  Rice  grain- 
sized transmitters  can  be  fol- 
lowed anywhere  in  the  world, 
by  computer,  by  satellite,  or 
global  information  systems. 

What  about  bugging  fax  ma- 
chines? "Is  the  enemy  within 
or  without  the  office,  sir?”  a 


wan  asks.  He  recommends  a 
£20,000  briefcase-size  ma- 
chine. “It  is  strictly  for  the 
authorities,  but  you  know  if 
yon  bave  a lot  of  money,  any- 
thing is  possible.”  Do  you  in- 
stal  them?  “Of  course.” 

Even  as  Tony  Blair  is  call- 
ing on  Britain  to  become  a 
“beacon  for  the  world",  quite 
legal  orders  are  being  taken 
for  British-made  mortar 
launchers,  voice-print  truth 
phones,  grenades,  disrupter 
cannon,  carbon  dioxide  guns, 
small  arms,  explosives, 
“blunt  trauma  vests”,  blast- 
ing machines  and  civilian 
surveillance  systems. 

“You  are  welcome  to  bor- 
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Free  vote 
on  gay  age 
of  consent 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Editor 


I A FREE  vote  by  MPs  to 
reduce  the  age  of  con- 
sent for  gay  teen- 
agers from  18  to  16 
will  be  held  before  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  Government  will 
announce  next  week. 

The  influx  of  new  Labour 
MPs  at  the  general  election  is 
expected  to  ensure  the  princi- 
ple of  equality  before  the  law 
for  heterosexuals  and  homo- 
sexuals will  be  given  over- 
whelming backing  by  the 
Commons. 

The  promised  change  in  the 
law  forms  part  of  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  between  the 
Home  Secretary  and  Stone- 
wall, the  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  campaign,  which 
backed  Euan  Sutherland,  now 
aged  20,  when  he  challenged 

the  higher  age  of  consent  in 
the  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights  in  Strasbourg. 

Ministerial  sources  have  in- 
dicated they  expect  the  vote  to 
take  place  on  a backbench 
MPs  amendment  to  Home 
Secretary  Jack  Straw’s  Crime 
and  Disorder  Bill,  and  have 
resisted  pressure  from  some 
Labour  MPs  for  the  matter  to 
be  left  to  the  lottery  of  private 
members’  legislation. 

A formal  announcement 
had  been  planned  for  the  past 
week  but  is  thought  to  have 
been  shelved  to  avoid  contro- 
versy during  the  Labour 
Party  conference, 
during  which  it  was  an- 
nounced that  Mr  Straw  would 
lead  a new  Cabinet  initiative 
on  the  family. 

The  age  of  consent  for  gays 
was  reduced  from  21  to  18 
three  years  ago  but  MPs 
rejected  a further  move  to 
equalise  the  age  of  consent  by 
only  27  votes.  It  Is  widely  as- 
sumed that  file  1997  intake  at 
Westminster,  including  four 


openly  gay  or  lesbian  MPs  — 
Chris  Smith,  Angela  Eagle, 
Ben  Bradshaw  and  Stephen 
Twigg  — will  ensure  an  over- 
whelming majority  will  sup- 
port the  further  reduction. 

Several  Labour  MPs  have 
voiced  concerns  to  the  Home 
Secretary  about  lowering  the 
age  of  consent.  Joe  Ashton, 
MP  for  Bassetlaw,  believes 
“safeguards”  are  needed  — 
arguing  that  his  anxieties 
about  gay  sex  do  not  centre  on 
16-year-olds,  but  on  43-year- 
olds  who  might  abuse  posi- 
tions of  “authority,  influence 
or  trust".  He  wants  to  crimi- 
nalise such  activity  by  those 
| in  positions  of  authority. 

Next  week's  announcement 
comes  as  pan  of  a settlement 
of  the  case  of  Mr  Sutherland, 
who  went  to  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights  to  ar- 
gue that  making  gay  sex 
under  18  a criminal  offence 
breached  his  right  to  privacy 
and  his  right  not  to  be  dis- 
I criminated  against  in  bis  pri- 
vate life. 

The  Government  has  now 
dropped  its  defence  of  the 
case  and  as  part  of  the  settle- 
ment Stonewall  has  agreed 
not  to  pursue  it  further.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  a 
coruscating  initial  opinion 
will  be  published  by  the  Stras- 
bourg court  next  week  con- 
demning Britain's  discrimi- 
natory law  on  gay  consensual 
sex. 

Lawyers  expect  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  age  of  consent  to 
be  followed  by  the  lifting  of 
the  ban  on  gays  serving  in  the 
armed  forces. 

A landmark  decision  by 
the  European  Court  of  Justice 
in  Luxembourg  this  week  — 
which  upheld  the  rights  of  a 
lesbian  couple  to  the  same 
perks  at  work  as  unmarried 
heterosexual  couples  — Is  ex- 
pected to  lead  to  similar  suc- 
cess In  a number  of  cases  in 
the  pipeline. 


Four  fishermen 
missing  at  sea 


Protesters  outside  the  perimeter  fence  of  Famborough  airfield,  where  the  aims  fair  took  place  photograph  garrvweaser 


row  this  two-man  dynamic 
entry  battering  ram."  offers 
an  American  from  Autauga 
Arms  Inc.  of  Prattville.  “It 
will  kick  down  a steel  door.” 

It  is  5.30  and  we  are  all  ush- 
ered out  on  to  government 
tarmac  and  into  buses.  Be- 
yond the  gates,  anti-arms 
trade  campaigners  prepare 
for  their  overnight  vigil. 
Tibetan  monks,  Kurds  and 
East  Timorese  tie  peace  pen- 
nants to  the  fence. 

Two  Copex  delegates  listen 
to  the  radio  news.  Tony  Blair 
is  heard  saying  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  new  values. 
“Nice  one,"  says  one  with  a 
smile. 


JolmArtldge 

FOUR  fishermen  were 
feared  dead  last  night 
after  a boat  sank  off  the 
Grampian  coast  One  person 
was  rescued  from  the  North 
Sea  and  taken  to  hospital  in 
Aberdeen. 

Five  people  were  on  board 
the  Sapphire  when  it  went 
down  20  miles  off  the  fishing 
town  of  Peterhead.  Aberdeen 
coastguard  continued  to 
search  the  area  for  the  other 
four  crewmen  last  night  but  a 
spokesman  said  the  weather 
was  atrocious  and  blowing  a 
force  eight  gale. 

The  alarm  was  raised  by  a 
second  Peterhead-registered 
boat  the  Elegance,  winch 
spotted  red  flares.  A search 
and  rescue  helicopter  was 
scrambled  from  RAF  Lossie- 


mouth and  the  pilot  spotted 
one  of  the  crew  in  the  water. 
He  was  winched  to  safety  and 
treated  on  board  the  aircraft. 

Last  night  doctors  said  he 
was  in  good  condition. 

A spokesman  for  Aberdeen 
coastguard  said;  “There  was  a 
report  of  a life- raft  In  the 
water.  Sadly  It  was  empty. 
Ten  minutes  later  the  helicop- 
ter came  across  this  lucky 
chap  in  the  water.  I do  not 
know  if  he  had  a lifejacket" 

He  said  searchers  were 
“still  very  positive”  about 
finding  the  missing  crewmen. 

“We  think  their  chances 
are  pretty  good,  providing 
they  were  wearing  lifesults 
and  life  jackets. 

“We  will  carry  on  the 
search  for  as  long  as  we  think 
is  practical,  but  the  weather 
is  atrocious  out  there  and  it's 
pitch  black.” 


Borneo  in  the  eye  of  the  apocalypse 


continued  from  page  l 
neighbouring  province  of 
Central  Kalimantan,  where  a 
dozen  black  dots  indicate 
fires  that  have . survived  the 
rain.  A colour-coded  map  in 
the  middle  of  Mr  Soeparrms 
operations  centre  Is  updated 
with  the  new  information. 

Life  T the  imam,  Mr  Soe- 
pamo  is  praying  for  rain. 
“Tm  » scientist  but  rm  also  a 
MusHm.  God  is  telling  us  we 
cannot  go  on  like  before.’’  ■ 

Just  back  from  a crisis 
meeting  with  the  provincial 
governor,  he  complains  that 
different  armsofthe  bureau- 
cracy give  different  figures 
for  the  gravity  of  the -catastro- 
phe. The  health  department 
has  pptftr poBution  index  as 
high  as  1300.  Ttie  Md'.tf 
meteorology  recorded  only 
half  this  letfai:  . “■  . ! 

Either  vray;fi»figuressml ; 

make  Pontiadak  the  world  s 
most  polluted  city  by  for- 

reading  over 3001s  considered 

dangerous.  Monday's  lowest  l 


reading  was  over  700  — the 
equivalent,  some  say,  of  three 
packets  of  cigarettes. 

•This  is  very  dangerous  to 
people’s  health  but  we  don’t 
know  the  real  extent  of  the 
danger,”  Mr  Soeparno  says. 

With  many  residents  un- 
able to  afford  medical  help, 
regional  health  officials  say 
they  have  no  way  to  gauge 
just  bow  iff  the  population  is 
or  may  become. 

Unlike  foe  government  in 
Malaysia,  which  has  declared 
the  portion  of  Borneo  itrales 
a disaster  zone,  foe  authori- 
ties in  Jakarta  have  issued 
only  a “red  alert" ' for  their 
own  territory  — &r 

worse  pollution  and  foe  fact 
that  Indonesia  is  the  source  of 
smoke  smnriging  foe  skies 
over  six  Asian  states.  ^ _ 

Pontianak  aiport  has  been 
dosed  for  weeks.  Charcoaled 
■stumps  dot  foe  main  road 
from  foe  Malaysian  border  to 
the  noth-  There  Is  also  evi- 
dence of  the  region's  otter 


curse  — a volatile  hostility 
between  Muslims  and  pre- 
dominantly Christian  indige- 
nous tribes  called  Dayaks-  A 
spasm  of  bloodletting  earlier 
this  year  left  houses  torched 
ami  many  dead. 

If  any  light  can  be  found  in 
the  darkness  that  has  en- 
gulfed south-east  Asia  it  is 
that  the  smoke  has,  for  now, 
smothered  this  explosive 
feud.  Whether  Christian  or 
Muslim,  everyone  wants  rain. 

“If  there  is  no  rain  this 
disaster  can  only  get  worse. 
Only  heavy  rains  will  end 
everyone’s  suffering,"  says 
Stepanus  Djuweng.  head  of 
IDRD,  a group  that  combines 
lobbying  for  Dayak  interests 
with  a campaign  against 

^Tfaetwo are  closely  related. 
Most  of  Kalimanfon^l»r 
I comes  from  remote  forests  in- 
habited by  indigenous  tribes. 
The  logging  companies  bfame 
the  fires  on  slash-and-bum 
farming  by  foe  Dayaks,  but  it 


is  logging  that  created  the 
conditions  for  the  inferno  rav- 
aging  Kalimantan  and  the  In- 
donesian island  of  Sumatra. 
Plantation  owners  also  start 
fires  to  dear  the  land. 

The  felling  of  a single  large 
tree,  says  Mr  Djuweng,  de- 
stroys more  than  a dozen 
smaller  trees,  which  are  left 
on  the  forest  floor  when  foe 
loggers  move  on.  The  result  Is 
a man-made  tinderbox. 

Also  still  ticking,  though 
temporarily  defused,  is  foe 
ethnic  and  religious  time  , 
bomb.  Across  foe  road  from. 
foe  mostly  Christian  group’s 
ramshackle  headquarters 
from  where  tree  masks  are 
distributed,  Muslim  neigh- 
bours look  on  suspiciously 
from  the  porch  of  a small 
mosque.  The  Christians  de- 
cline to  offer  them  masks.  The 
Muslims  decline  to  ask  for 
them.  Separated  by  only  a few 
yards  of  pitted  tarmac  and 
united  by  fear  for  their, 
health,  they  stay  apart 
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Joanna  Coles  In  New  York 


LORD  Archer  has  been 
secretly  shadowing 
New  York’s  .mayor 
Rudy  Giuliani  to  pte&up 

tips  for  his  own  campaign 
to  be  mayor  of  London. 

Mr  Giuliani,  who  shares 
Lord  Archer  of  Weston- 
eaper^Mare’s  talent  for  self- 
publicity  and  looks  unbeat- 
able as  he  approaches 
November’s  election,  for  bis 
second  term,  is  widely  cred- 
ited with  revitalising  New 

York  and  reducing  Its 
crime  rate  fay  32  per  cent. 

Though  Londoners  have 
yet  to  vote  on  whether  they 
want  an  elected  mayor  — 
the  referendum  will  be  held 
next  May  — the  vote  is  ex- 
pected to  find  in  favour, 
and  several  well  known  fig- 
ures are  already  Jostling 
for  position. 

The  best-selling  author 
has  suggested  his  own 
name  be  put  forward  and  is 
talking  himself  up  for  the 


post. 

A spokesman  for  Mir  Giu- 
liani confirmed  that  the 
former  deputy  chairman  of 
the  Conservative  Party  had 
spent  two  days  in  New  York 
last  week  noting  down  the 
mayor’s  comments  as  they 
attended  the  opening  of  the 
Howland  Hook  marine  ter- 
minal. a local  project  which 
will  provide  175  jobs  on 
Staten  Island. 

The  spokesman  was  un- 
able to  comment  on 
whether  Lord  Archer  had 
visited  Grade  Mansion,  the 
mayoral  home,  or  if  he  had 
made  any  impression  on 
the  mayor. 

The  mayor’s  programme 
also  included  an  address  to 
the  43rd  Downtown  Confer- 
ence but  the  spokesman 
could  not  confirm  that  Lord 
Archer  attended.  He  has 
made  several  appearances 
on  American  television 
recently,  as  a good  friend  of 
Princess  Diana. 

Mr  Giuliani's  office  said 
it  was  the  first  time  a for- 
eign politician  had  asked  to 
follow  the  mayor,  and  the 
City  Hall  office  had  been 
amused  by  the  request. 

One  of  the  most  high  pro- 
file mayors  fhfo  century. 
Mr  Giuliani  would  cer- 
tainly be  a good  model  for 
anyone  looking -to  maintain 
a place  in  the  public  eye. 

New  York’s  favourite 
joke  goes:  Q:  “Where’s  the 
most  dangerous  place  to  be 
in  New  York?”  A:  “Between 
Giuliani  and  a TV  camera.” 


PHOTOSRAPHS:  NBL  FLUME.  DAVE  BAILEY 


Squaring  up  in  the  square  ring The  13-year -old.  contestants  in  tonight’s  controversial  boxing  match  are  Andrea  Prime  (left)  and  Kmma  Brammer 

Anger  over  girls’  boxing  bout 


Hick  Varfey 

Sports  Correspondent 


A BOXING  match  be- 
tween two  school- 
girls was  last  night 
facing  the  prospect 
of  being  halted 
after  a storm  of  protest  broke 
over  its  promoters. 

The  bout  between  Emma 
Brammer,  of  Stoke-on-Trent, 
and  Andrea  Prime,  of  Leices- 
ter, both  aged  13,  was  due  to 
become  Britain's  first  offi- 
cially sanctioned  female  fight. 

New  rules  governing  the 
sport,  and  ending  a prohibi- 


tion on  competitive  fighting 
by  women,  came  into  effect 
yesterday. 

But  last  night  the  local 
council  in  Stoke-on-Trent  con- 
firmed it  was  reviewing 
whether  the  nightclub  due  to 
stage  the  bout  was  breaching 
the  law  by  not  having  a public 
entertainment  licence. 

Officials  will  meet  this 
morning  to  decide  if  the  event 
can  take  place  after  the  pro- 
moter, George  Burton,  prom- 
ised to  limit  tickets  to  mem- 
bers of  the  amateur  club 
organising  it  and  tbeir 
families. 

The  question  mark  over  the 


event  came  after  Tory  MP 
Teresa  Gorman  — echoing 
concern  from  ex-champion 
Henry  Cooper  among  others 
— called  on  the  National  Soci- 
ety for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Childen  to  step  in 
to  try  to  ban  the  “debased 
spectacle". 

She  said:  “I  cannot  believe 
there  is  nothing  in  our  com- 
mon law  which  could  be  in- 
voked, probably  under  the 
heading  of  cruelty  to  chil- 
dren, to  make  this  bout 
illegal 

“Tor  girls  to  want  to  play 
football  is  one  thing  but  from 
a physical  point  of  view  it  is 


totally  inappropriate  that 
girls  should  indulge  in 
boxing.'' 

But  Jane  Couch,  Britain’s 
world  welterweight  cham- 
pion, who  has  to  fight  abroad 
as  she  is  unable  to  get  a do- 
mestic professional  licence, 
dismissed  the  critics. 

Ms  Couch,  aged  28.  from 
Fleetwood.  Lancashire,  said: 
“Everyone  goes  on  about 
young  girls  getting  pregnant 
and  taking  drugs  and  robbing 
grannies,  but  then  they  have 
a go  when  the  girls  try  to  do 
something  like  thi;»  Girls  are 
better  off  in  the  gym,  rather 
than  hanging  around  on 


street  corners  — and  proba- 
bly safer  there,  too.” 

The  fight  is  due  to  be  con- 
tested over  three  90-second 
rounds  and  to  be  followed  by 
the  first  British  contest  be- 
tween women  fighters. 

Until  the  rule  change  was 
agreed  by  the  Amateur  Box- 
ing Association,  even  though 
most  of  its  medical  advisers 
opposed  it  females  were  lim- 
ited to  non-competitive  super- 
vised sparring. 

Now  they  are  allowed  to 
fight  competitively  as  ama- 
teurs, wearing  headguards 
and  protectors,  although  not 
professionally  — a situation 


which  Ms  Couch  is  challeng- 
ing through  the  courts. 

Rmma[  a keen  swimmer 
and  runner,  admitted  that  her 
decision  to  take  up  the  sport 
after  being  Introduced  to  it  by 
her  brother,  had  created 
controversy. 

Her  parents  will  be  in  the 
crowd  cheering  her  on,  al- 
though her  mother.  Elizabeth, 
admitted:  “I  will  be  watching 
with  my  hands  half  over  my 
face.” 

Her  husband  Derek,  chair- 
man of  the  George  Amateur 
Boxing  Club,  which  is  hosting 
the  bout  added:  “We  will  be  a 
bit  worried  about  her  when 


she  is  In  the  ring,  any  parent 
would  be.  But  we  know  about 
all  the  safety  precautions.” 
Bill  O’Neill,  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  dis- 
missed some  critics’  concern 
that  lumps  caused  by  blows  to 
the  breasts  might  binder  later 
diagnosis  of  cancer.  But  be 
reiterated  the  BMA  view  that 
all  boxing  should  be  banned. 
“This  decision  seems  a de- 
mented extension  of  equal  op- 
portunities. We  object  to  box- 
ing in  any  form,  whether  by 
men,  women  or  children.” 


A blow  for  dlscrbiilnaiUoB?, 
02,  pages 


‘Women  are  made 
for  loving,  not 
hitting.  The  show 
may  be  a novelty, 
but  that  novelty 
will  soon  wear  off. 

I am  all  against  it* 

Henry  Cooper 

(right) 


‘More  and  more 
girls  are  taking  up 
sports  like  kick 
boxing  and  it’s  not 
very  ladylike.  The 
concept  is  not 
right’ 

Brendan  Ingle 

(Prince  Naseem’s 
trainer) 


‘In  a couple  of 
years’  time  people 
will  say,  what  was 
all  the  fuss  about? 
Women  can  stand 
more  pain  than 
men — just  look  at 
childbirth’ 

George  Burton 
(fight  promoter) 


‘We  cannot  be 
chauvinistic  about 
this.  If  we  are 
going  to  defend 
boxing  as  a sport, 
we  must  allow 
women  to  take 
part  too’ 

Barry  McGuigan 
(right)  ■ 


‘I  was  shocked 
when  Emma  first 
said  she  wanted 
to  box,  but  I didn’t 
try  and  stop  her. 
She  should  be 
allowed  to  make 
her  own  choice’ 
Elizabeth  Brammer 
(Emma’s  mother) 


Europe  to 
rule  on 
court  ‘gag’ 


The  season  opened  yesterday  for  Britain’s  last  remaining  oyster  beds  in  the  Fal  in  Cornwall,  conserved  by  dredging  with  only  traditional  sailboats  and  punts  photograph-  paul  ariuger 


Gallery  chief  hits  at  ‘self-perpetuating  clique’ 


Clare  Dyer 

and  Duncan  Campbell 


THE  Government  is  to 
defend  the  crown's 
right  to  invoke  public 
interest  immunity  to 
deny  defendants  access  to  "sen- 
sitive” prosecution  material  be- 
fore the  European  Court  of 
Human  Rights  in  Strasbourg. 

The  use  of  the  doctrine  of 
public  interest  immunity  to 
protect  national  security  was 
at  the  heart  of  the  arms  to 
Iraq  inquiry  chaired  by  Sir 
Richard  Scott  But  it  is  mostly 
used  to  prevent  disclosure  of 
sensitive  police  information, 
often  about  Informers. 

The  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission in  Strasbourg  has 
agreed  to  hear  a claim  by  two 
of  the  three  men  convicted  or 
the  M25  murder  that  they 
were  denied  a fair  trial  as  key 
prosecution  evidence  was 
withheld  from  them  on 
grounds  of  public  interest 
The  claim  has  been  lodged 
by  Michael  Davis  and 
Raphael  Rowe,  convicted  with 
Randolph  Johnson  of  the 

murder  of  Peter  Hur burgh 
and  robberies  adjacent  to  the 
M25  in  1988.  They  were  jailed 
for  life  in  March  1990. 

Ben  Emmerson,  the  men’s 
barrister,  said:  “Under  the 
rules,  relevant  evidence  can 
be  withheld  in  proceedings 
which  take  place  under  a 
shroud  of  secrecy.  Many 
European  lawyers  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  accept  the  prosecution 
should  be  allowed  to  attend  a 
private  hearing  with  the 
judge  from  which  defence 


Martin  WalnwrigM; 


DETECTIVES  in  Derby  ar- 
rested five  teenagers  yes- 
terday after  the  death  of  a 
schoolgirl  bounded  relent- 
lessly by  a gang  of  bullies. 

Further  inquiries  are  under 
way  on  the  Allen  ton  estate, 
where  Kelly  Yeomans,  13,  was 


lawyers  are  excluded.”  Rowe 
and  Davis  had  been  staying  at 
a hostel  at  the  time  of  the 
crimes.  Both  had  alibi  evi- 
dence and  protested  their  in- 
nocence. Eyewitnesses  also 
said  two  of  three  attackers 
were  white,  while  all  three  of 
the  accused  were  black. 

The  prosecution  case  relied 
on  evidence  from  three  men 
living  in  the  hostel  wbo  ad- 
mitted offences  connected  with 
the  robberies  but  were  not 
prosecuted,  and  from  Kate  Wil- 
liamson, Rowe's  ex-girlfriend. 

At  the  trial  the  defence  sug- 
gested those  three  men  did  a 
deal  with  police  to  avoid  pros- 
ecution In  return  for  giving 
evidence,  and  implicated  the 
accused  to  exonerate  them- 
selves. The  defence  also  al- 
leged the  police  had  paid 
rewards  to  at  least  two  of  the 
men  and  to  Williamson. 

On  appeal,  the  defence 
found  a reward  bad  been 
paid,  but  the  prosecution 
refused  to  say  to  whom.  De- 
tails of  the  arrangements  be- 
tween the  witnesses  and  the 
police  had  been  withheld 
from  the  defence. 

At  a second  appeal  bearing, 
the  Appeal  Court  laid  down 
guidelines  which  have  been 
followed  since.  These  state 
that  where  to  reveal  the  cate- 
gory of  material  would  'let 
the  cat  out  of  the  bag”,  the 
crown  should  notify  the  de- 
fence of  the  application  but 
the  defence  should  not  take 
part 

In  “highly  exceptional” 
cases,  the  prosecution  may 
apply  to  the  court  without  no- 
tifying the  defence. 


found  dead  by  her  father  on 
Monday,  with  an  empty  bottle 
of  painkillers  at  her  bedside. 

After  questioning,  the 
youths,  aged  13  to  17,  were 
released  on  bafi. 

Police  said  the  inquiry  con- 
cerned allegations  of  harass- 
ment; bullying  at  school;  and 
the  hurling  of  eggs  and  mar- 
garine at  the  family’s  house. 


JULIAN  Spalding,  the  di- 
rector of  Glasgow  muse- 
ums and  galleries,  de- 
clared yesterday  that  he  had 
the  right  to  change  the  agree- 
ment under  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Burrell  left  his  priceless 
art  collection  to  the  city, 
writes  John  Arlidge. 

Mr  Spalding  accused  the 
trustees  of  Burrell's  will  of 
misusing  funds  and  breach- 
ing their  own  trusteeship. 
They  were,  he  said,  a self-per- 
petuating, secretive  clique 
who  had  failed  to  uphold  the 
shipping  magnate's  wishes. 

Giving  evidence  on  the 
second  day  of  the  parliamen- 


tary commission  into  Glas- 
gow council's  attempt  to 
amend  Burrell’s  will,  Mr 
Spalding  said  he  did  not  want 
to  blow  his  own  trumpet,  but 
he  was  a Fellow  of  the  Muse- 
ums Association  and  had  run 
galleries  across  Britain.  He 
had  written  numerous  aca- 
demic works  and  pamphlets 
and  made  important 
speeches,  becoming  a 
renowned  expert  in  museum 
policy. 

He  claimed  be  bad  the 
power  to  overturn  Burrell's 
insistence  that  his  8.000- 
strong  collection  of  master- 
pieces should  never  leave 


Britain.  Mr  Spalding  said  that 
Burrell  had  loaned  works  to 
scores  of  British  galleries 
during  his  lifetime  and  only 
refused  to  sanction  overseas 
exhibitions  in  his  win  be- 
cause he  feared  his  works 
would  be  damaged  or  lost 
Modern  storage  and  transport 
methods  meant  his  objection 
was  outdated.  If  he  were  alive 
today,  he  would  approve  for- 
eign loans. 

The  trustees  of  Burrell's 
will  insist  that  they,  not  Mr 
Spalding,  are  responsible  for 
the  collection  and  argue  the 
terms  of  the  will  must  be  hon- 
oured to  the  letter.  They 


claim  that  if  Glasgow  council 
succeeds  in  overriding  the 
terms  of  Burrell's  bequest, 
wealthy  benefactors  wifi  stop 
gifting  or  lending  master- 
pieces to  national  and  munici- 
pal galleries,  depriving  the 
public  of  valuable  works. 

Mr  Spalding  told  the  parlia- 
mentary commission  that  the 
Burrell  collection  was  an  “ex- 
ceptionally important  contri- 
bution to  world  culture, 
equivalent  to  any  national 
collection." 

The  National  Gallery,  the 
Tate,  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
and  almost  all  municipal  gal- 
leries could  lend  works  over- 


seas and  Glasgow  should  be 
given  the  same  right  Foreign 
loans  would  increase  interest 
in  the  Burrell  collection  and 
encourage  international  artis- 
tic exchanges. 

"We  believe  its  public 
standing  and  future  will  be 
greatly  enhanced  if  we  can 
lend  internationally  and 
receive  loans  back."  he  said. 
Glasgow  only  wanted  to  lend 
1 per  cent  of  the  collection  to 
foreign  galleries.  ‘It  will  not 
be  a free  for  alL” 

The  trustees  had  no  right  to 
restrict  the  Burrell  collection 
to  Britain  because  they  were 
not  responsible  for  its  man- 


agement He  claimed  their 
sole  duty  was  to  administer 
the  Burrell  acquisition  fund, 
which  is  used  to  buy  items  for 
the  Burrell  museum  in  Pollok 
Park. 

He  went  on  to  accuse  the 
trustees  of  breaching  the 
terms  of  their  trusteeship  by 
using  the  acquisition  fluid  to 
meet  the  legal  costs  of  the 
hearing.  The  trustees  “ap- 
pointed themselves  and  delib- 
erated In  private”  and  had 
failed  to  publish  their 
accounts. 

Mr  Spalding  will  continue 
his  evidence  when  the  hear- 
ing resumes  today. 


Police  question  youths  on  bullying 
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Ministers:  Speculation  over 
sackings  grows,  as  ‘great  guy’ 
Mandelson’s  future  remains 
unresolved  and  party  insiders 
start  sharpening  knives 


Blair  pressed 
to  shuffle 
Cabinet  team 


Ewen  MacAskBI 
and  Michael  White 


TONY  Blair  is  under 
growing  pressure  to 
bring  forward  his 
first  ministerial 
reshuffle  to  next 
month,  amid  persistent  specu- 
lation that  the  Transport  Sec- 
retary. Gavin  Strang,  will  be 
top  of  the  list  of  sackings. 

Potential  successors  have 
already  been  sounded  out 
Downing  Street  officials 
have  played  down  talk  of  an 
autumn  reshuffle  as  prema- 
ture, and  Nick  Brown,  the 
chief  whip,  is  expected  to 

urge  the  Prime  Minister  to  Gavin  Strang ti 

wait  until  spring  or  summer  ns  first  minister  to  go 
in  the  interests  of  stability. 


Peter  Mandelson  in  Brighton . . . yesterday  he  was  praised  by  Blair  and  criticised  by  the  unions 


PHOTOGRAPH:  MARTIN  ARGLES 


Mandelson  in  low  pay  row 


Gavin  Strang tipped 


office  a shadow  cabinet  not  of 
his  own  choosing,  but  mostly 
elected  by  MPs.  If  they  under- 
perform or  their  faces  do  not 
fit  they  can  expect  to  be 
eased  out.  Frank  Dobson 
(Health)  and  Chris  Smith 
(Culture)  are  sometimes 
tipped  for  the  back  benches, 
but  both  remain  energetic  po- 
litical operators  who  would 
not  quit  without  a fighL 
The  same  goes  for  Ron 
Davies,  the  Welsh  Secretary, 
who  narrowly  saved  the  day 
for  a Welsh  assembly  in  the 
referendum  on  September  18. 
but  is  not  a natural  Blairite. 
The  Home  Office  minister, 
Alan  Michael,  would  slip  eas- 
ily into  that  role.  But  In  addi- 
tion to  obvious  stars  like  Gor- 
don Brown,  Mr  Prescott, 


But  Mr  Blair  himself  chief;  John  Prescott,  call  it  in  Robin  Cook,  Donald  Dewar 


Minimum  wage:  Union  fury  at 
forecast  of  lower  rates  for  young 


said:  "I  think  there  will  be  I trainees  — the  wider  issue 


rm  W W rekindled  speculation  y ester-  for  review.  and  Mo  Mowlam,  some  non- 

day  when  he  lavished  praise  But  Mr  Strang  is  not  the  Blairite  ministers  have  done 

on  Peter  Mandelson  in  terms  only  cabinet  minister  with  a well  — notably  Ann  Taylor, 
which  persuaded  some  MPs  question  mark  over  his  Leader  of  the  Commons, 
did  not  mean  “the  right  of  that  the  Minister  without  future.  David  Clark,  Chancel-  Below  cabinet  rank,  Tony 


a differential  — that  is  the  would  be  decided  after  the  trade  unions  to  block  Portfolio  will  soon  be  in  the  lor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Banks,  who  got  the  sports 


view  of  the  Government  commission’s  report. 


and  the  right  course  of 
action  to  take.” 


change  simply  because  they  Cabinet  with  his  own  minis-  has  had  an  uncertain  start  in  minister’s  job  under  Mr  Smith, 
The  controversy  over- 1 disagree  with  it”.  In  the  in-  try.  “He’s  a great  guy  with  a office,  especially  over  the  pro-  is  vulnerable  for  his  jokey 
shadowed  a wide-ranging  creasingly  competitive  great  future."  Mr  Blair  said  on  posed  freedom  of  information  style  — underlined  by  yester- 


Seumas  Mlbie 
Labour  Editor 


c MItne preted.  The  TUC  general  The  issue  has  become  par-  assessment  by  Mr  Mandel-  globalised  economy,  the  Radio  4’s  Today  programme.  bilL  day's  apology  for  “foetus'' 

Editor  secretary,  John  Monks,  ticularly  sensitive  for  the  son  of  the  Government’s  Labour  movement  had  “too  At  least  one  minister  has  Clare  Short,  the  Interna-  quip  about  William  Hague. 

said  that  to  set  a lower  onions  after  the  Trade  and  prickly  relationship  with  often  found  itself  on  the  approached  a middle-ranking  tional  Aid  Secretary,  is  Mr  Blair  was  keen  to  delay 

minimum  for  young  adult  Industry  Secretary,  Marga-  the  trade  union  movement,  wrong  side  of  the  argu-  colleague  to  sound  him  out  regarded  as  “gaffe-prone”,  a reshuffle  until  next  year  to 

■RADE  unions  were  workers  — unless  it  was  ret  Beckett,  last  month  which  be  said  bad  “started  went,  too  wedded  to  the  about  taking  Mr  Strang’s  job.  Though  she  is  a powerful  avoid  accusations  that  he  had 

furious  yesterday  restricted  to  trainees  — asked  the  commission  to  very  well  indeed,  in  a spirit  status  quo  and  too  resistant  allegedly  because  decisions  symbolic  figure,  popular  in  not  allowed  new  ministers 

after  Peter  Mandel-  would  be  “dynamite”.  make  recommendations  on  of  candour  and  co-opera-  to  change”.  were  being  left  unresolved  on  the  party  and  among  voters  time  to  prove  themselves.  But 

son.  Minister  with-  John  Edmonds,  leader  of  “lower  rates  or  exemptions  tion”,  bnt  which  was^com-'  There  were  also  “legiti-  the  veteran  Scot’s  desk:  for  her  candour,  her  policy  a Labour  source  said:.  “There 


out  Portfolio,  ap-  the  GMB  general  union,  for  those  aged  16-25”. 


peered  to  pre-empt  the  said  introducing  two  rates 
recommendations  of  the  would  be  a “daft  policy”. 


lower  rates  or  exemptions  tion”,  bnt  which  was^com-'  There  were  also  “legiti-  the  veteran  Scot’s  desk:  for  her  candour,  her  policy  a Labour  source  said:  “There 

nr  those  aged  16-25”.  plicated”  by  the  direct  affll-  mate”  concerns  about  a Colleagues  who  suspect  be  shifts  — and  confusion  over  is  a severe  problem  with  some 

Rodney  Blckerstaffe.  gen-  iation  of  some  unions  to  the  statutory  recognition  right,  is  too  much  a prisoner  of  the  the  Montserrat  volcano  crisis  ministers  that  will  have  to  be 


eral  secretary  of  Unison.  Labour  Party. 


Signing  up  to  the  EU  social  Civil  Service  point  to  summer’s  — have  disappointed  some  in  addressed.’ 


Government's  Low  Pay  The  idea  that  the  Govern-  the  public  services  union.  The  Government  would  chapter  did  not  mean  that  revised  roads  programme,  the  aid  lobby. 


That  may  point  to  a limited 


Commission  by  predicting  ment  had  prejudiced  its  said  he  hoped  the  commls-  legislate  for  a right  to  the  Government  would  nec-  which  Mr  Strang  announced  Like  most  new  prime  minis-  reshuffle  after  Parliament 

there  would  be  a lower  own  review  was  shocking.  sion’s  terms  of  reference  onion  recognition  where  essarfly  back  its  proposals,  only  to  have  his  departmental  ters,  Mr  Blair  brought  into  resumes  on  October  27. 


minimum  wage  for  young 
workers. 


Mr  Mandelson’s  com-  were  not  being  turned  into  more  than  half 


ments  came  during  a fringe  a government  “diktat”. 


force  wanted  it  as  a matter 


Labour  officials  immedi-  debate  with  Mr  Monks  on  Any  suggestion  of  differ-  of  “civil  rights”.  But  work- 
ately  sought  to  defuse  the  Labour’s  relations  with  the  ent  rates  for  non-trainees  ers  also  had  a right  to  ex- 
row by  insisting  that  no  de-  unions.  Cautioning  that  the  doing  the  same  job  is  anath-  press  their  views  through 
cision  would  be  fa»ir«»Ti  until  Government  had  to  ensure  ema  to  the  TOC,  and  Mr  other  channels  and  rely  on 
after  the  commission's  that  the  minimum  wage  did  Mandelson  said  last  night  “individual  employment 
report  next  spring.  And  Mr  not  create  a disincentive  that  his  reference  to  gov-  contracts”  if  they 
Mandelson  said  his  for  young  people  to  stay  in  ernment  support  for  a dif-  preferred, 
remarks  had  been  misinter-  education  and  training,  he  ferential  only  applied  to  The  right  to  recognition 

Commons  revolt  looms  over  plan 
to  cut  lone  parent  payments 

__  • i | relative  costs  for  single  and  j Meanwhile,  Labour  veteran 

BenGlttS!  Oriticai  moiion  lo  two-parent  families  In  work  Lady  Castle  renewed  her  call 

• ^ . i*n-  and  on  benefit  should  be  "sys-  during  yesterday’s  welfare  de- 

drODDea  3S  IVlr  S Siynai  UISoCIH  tematicaUy  studied" first  bate  for  pensions  to  be  linked 

There  was  a danger  that  to  eamines. 
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We  heard  you  wanted ... 


Anne  Perkins 
PoBtical  Correspondent 

PROTESTS  over  the  Gov- 
ernment's plans  to  end 
special  payments  to 
single  parents  yesterday  sig- 
nalled a potential  rebellion 
when  Parliament  returns  this 
month.  The  proposal  was  “a 
disgrace”,  Audrey  Wise,  MP 

for  Preston,  declared. 

But  Harriet  Hannan,  the 
Social  Security  Secretary,  in- 
sisted: “Lone  mothers  don't 
want  to  depend  on  benefit 
They  want  to  work."  She  also 
highlighted  a fresh  scrutiny 
of  the  escalating  numbers  — 
now  two  million  — claiming 
incapacity  benefit 
‘A -motion  calling  on  the 
Government  hot  to  cut  lone 
parent'  benefits  was  dropped 
frpin  yesterday  afternoon’s 
Brighton  agenda  on  the 
grounds  there  were  “too  many. 


composites”  for  the  debate. 
That  prevented  a vote  which 
the  campaign’s  supporters  say 
they  may  have  won. 

The  decision  was  taken 
after  the  Halifax  MP,  Alice 
Mahon,  an  unpaid  ministerial 
aide  to  Culture  Secretary 
Chris  Smith,  publicly  at- 
tacked the  ending  of  the  bene- 
fit at  the  Tribune  rally  on 
. Tuesday  night 

Yesterday,  one  delegate. 
Jenny  Rath  bone  from  Isling- 
ton North  in  London,  warned; 

"If  you  mess  with  mothers’ 
money  it  will  have  a devastat- 
ing effect  on  their  children." 
She  quoted  from  the  Govern- 
ment’s own  Social  Security 
Advisory  Committee,  which 
calls  for  a delay  in  imple- 
menting the  cat  because  the 
evidence  of  the  effect  it  might 
have  is  too  uncertain. 

The  report,  published  just 
as  MPs  broke  for  the  summer 
at  the  end  of  July,  said  the 


relative  costs  for  single  and 
two-parent  families  in  work 
and  on  benefit  should  be  “sys- 
tematically studied"  first 
There  was  a danger  that 
cutting  lone  parent  benefit  for 
those  in  work  could  be  a sig- 
nificant disincentive  to  tak- 
ing a job.  The  Government  in- 
herited the  plan  from,  the 
Tories,  who  argued  that  giv- 
ing extra  benefit  to  lone 
parents  meant  in  effect  that 
two-parent  families  were 
being  discriminated  against 
Labour  is  committed  to  carry- 
ing out  the  cut  to  stay  within 
Tory  spending  plans. 

The  cut  to  benefit  for  work- 
ing lone  parents  is  part  of  the 
Social  Security  Bill  which 
MPs  will  scrutinise  when  Par- 
liament returns  later  this 
month.  But  yesterday,  the 
Klngswood  MP  Roger  Berry 
, said:  “Some  of  us  may  have  to 
warn  our  whips  that  we  can- 
not support  it" 

Another  MP  said:  "There  is 
going  to  be  a huge  campaign-” 
However,  both  acknowl- 
edge there  is  no  chance  of  de- 
feating the  Government 


Meanwhile,  Labour  veteran  1 
Lady  Castle  renewed  her  call 
during  yesterday’s  welfare  de- 
bate for  pensions  to  be  linked 
to  earnings. 

Lady  Castle,  who  met  Ms 
Harman  last  week,  launched 
a scathing  attack  on  the 
review  she  had  been  prom- 
ised at  last  year's  conference. 

“Who  in  the  end  are  they 
going  to  listen  to?”  the  former 
Cabinet  minister  asked.  "Be- 
cause rm  damned  if  Tm  going 
to  hand  my  social  conscience 
over  to  the  Pru.” 

Reminding  conference  of 
Tony  Blair’s  call  to  avoid 
complacency.  Lady  Castle 
challenged  Ms  Harman  to  use 
next  month’s  annual  upgrad- 
ing of  benefits  to  show  her  de- 
termination to  help 
pensioners. 

She  said:  “Forgive  me  for 
not  being  as  complacent  as 
you  might  like  me  to  be ...  if 
you  turn  down  this  opportu- 
nity to  show  your  seriousness 
by  uprating  pensions  in  line 
with  inflation  only,  then  I tell 
you  such  cynicism  will 
spread  among  pensioners.” 


a free  three  year 
overdraft  (0%  APR)  when 
you  graduate. 


Pink-faced  after  an  outing  blunder 


Diary 


Jonathan  Freedland 

Looking  out  of  sorts  m 
Brighton  is . the  Express 
columnist,  Peter  "Bonkers" 
Hitchens.  Apparently  he  was 
rattled  by  an  outing  he  fax* 
vfith  Paul  Wflenius,  once  po-. 
litical  : editor  of  the  former 
Today-  newspaper  and  now-, 
with  the  BBC. 

. ■ .The  .pair  were  in  a chann- 
- jug  watering . hide,  Hitchens . 
offering-  - his-  trademark 
stream  of  politically  incorrect 
bHe,  wfcen!t  struck  them  both 
tftnt  there  was  not  a woman 
in-' the  plaice.  They  realised 
they  hadwandered  into  one  of 


Brighton’s  numerous  gay 
bars.  Mr  Family  Values  can 

still  be  seen  hanging  his  head 

in  self-imposed  shame. 

SPOTTED  around  town  . . ■ 
Labour  celebs  Dickie 
Attenborough,  Jeremy  hmnj 
David  Puttnam  and  Mick 
Hucknall  ...  New  converts 
Viscount  Rothermere.  Sir 
David  English  and  Stuart  His- 
gins  ...  and,  in  a touching 
scene,  Alastair  Campbell  din- 
ing with  his  former  Mirror 
boss,  Richard  Stott  — for  old 
time’s  sake. 

TONY  Blair  says  Peter  Man- 
delson is  “a  great  guy , 
but  John  Prescott  ain't  com- 
pletely buying  it  He  s been 
getting  a good  laugh  out  of  the 
salamander-loving  Ken  Liv- 


ingstone’s defeat  of  Mandy  for 
a place  on  the  NEC. 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
animal  kingdom  that  a newt  s 

beaten  a crab,"  says  Prescott. 

THE  battle  against  Brigh- 
ton's supertight  security 
has  ratcheted  upward,  with 
rebels  mounting  a spirited 
resistance  to  the  boys  from 

^As  with  all  guerrilla  move- 
ments, the  smuggling  of 
weapons  has  become  the 
! prime  challenge.  The  Guard- 
ian's Michael  White  badl tos 
tiny  Swiss  army 

confiscated,  despite  a spirited 
protest  But  fellow  Guardian 
veteran  Ian  Aitken  would  not 
be  deterred.  After  a frisking. 
Group  4 asked  why  be.  a mere 
scribe,  needed  to  have  a 


(larger)  Swiss  army  knife. 
“To  sharpen  my  pencil, " he 
replied  Innocently.  He  was 
waved  through. 

THE  Millbank  thought 
police  are  nothing  if  not 
thorough.  They  insisted  that 
Safeway,  sponsors  of  a confer- 
ence reception,  submit  their 
evening’s  planned  entertain- 
ment for  prior  approval- 
Safeway  had  wanted  to  screen 
a couple  of  mock  TV  adverts, 
featuring  the  store's  loveable 
kids,  Harry  and  Molly.  One 
showed  the  Children  pointing 
at  a garden  gnome  before  ex- 
claiming, “Hey,  that’s  Robin 
Cook,  fiShing  in  our  pondT 
Labour’s  deputy  general  sec- 
retary, Margaret  McDonagh, 
deliberated  for  a second  — 
and  banned  it. 


<z> 

Midland 

The  Listening  Bank 

Call  0800  180  180 


Starting  your  first  job  can  be  depressingiy 
expensive,  so  Midland  offers  graduates  a 
free  overdraft  for  three  years-  There’s  no  fee 
or  interest  to  pay.  The  account  gives  you  a 
£1500  overdraft  in  the  first  year  after 
graduation,  then  £1000  in  the  second,  and 
finally  £500  in  the  third. 

Midland  can  even  allow  you  to  transfer  your 
overdraft  from  your  existing  bank. 


OD  for  detail; 


or  visit  a brand: 


_ — ™ I-*  — ■■  " “ ™ ™ mi  or  ait  the  coupon. 

For  details  ot  the  Midland  Graduate  Service,  complete  in  BLOCK  CAftTAlS  and  return  the  coupon  to: 

Midland  Bank  pic.  FREEPOST  SW6  332.  Bristol.  B51  6BR. 

iir/udMra/Mns/Olher  (please  specify) Initials  Surname 

House  namtfn  umber  Street 


County rminwel  I 8 1 I I i I I 1 

Daytime  tel  no  [inc.  STD) Evening  tel  no  fine.  STD) eaii 

Do  hold  tuber  Midland  xcouieg  □ m □ mb  (ptaseitt). 

H ya  fhne  Till  In  your  sort  cade  [4|0j  L I I I I I Mas  v*r  send  *hi  intomutuin  about  our  produOi  and  sendees  bi  tulure7QVes  Q No  (phase  lick] 


6 WORLD  NEWS 


The  Guardian  Thursday  October  21997  _ 


Paris  unites 
to  drive  out 
pollution 


Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Paris 


IT  WAS  a good  day  to  be 
the  owner  of  a vehicle 
with  an  odd-numbered 
registration.  But  as  pollu- 
tton-bound  Parisian  motorists 
got  to  grips  yesterday  with 

“alternate  traffic",  the  ques- 
tion was:  which  number? 

"One,  three,  five,  seven, 
nine — they  are  odd  numbers, 
yours  is  not,”  said  the  police- 
man to  a woman  in  a green 
Renault  Twlngo.  He  could 
have  fined  her  900  francs  (£85) 
but  instead  ostentatiously 
banded  her  a leaflet  about  the 
harmful  effects  of  excessive 
nitrogen  dioxide. 

*7  know  what  odd  numbers 
are,”  she  snapped,  as  traffic 
began  backing  up  behind  her 
on  the  exit  to  the  ringroad  at 
Porte  de  la  Chapelle  In  north- 
ern Paris. 

'7  don't  think  you  do,”  said 
the  police  officer.  “What  is 
your  registration  number?” 
•‘1S2MOX75”,  she  answered. 
"Well  then",  he  said,  “if  It 
was  163MOX75  or  161MQX75, 
you  would  be  fine.  The  num- 
ber which  determines 
whether  you  are  allowed  to 
drive  is  the  last  one  in  the 
first  group  of  figures.  ” 

It  was  a rare  clash  In  a day 
in  which  12  million  Parisians 
with  sore  throats  and  stinging 


eyes  belled  their  belligerent 
reputation  and  discovered  an 
almost  Blairite  sense  of  com- 
munity spirit 

By  last  night  after  a day  of 
free  public  transport  alter- 
nate traffic  and  reduced  speed 
limits,  the  nitrogen  dioxide 
level  in  Greater  Paris  had 
fallen  well  below  the  400  ml- 
crogrammes  per  cubic  metre 
which  sparked  the  emergency 
measures  on  Tuesday  night 

The  first  examples  of  the 


day  had  been  Prime  Minister 
Lionel  Jospin  and  his  cabinet, 
turning  up  for  work  in  elec- 
tric Peugeots  and  Citro&ns. 
Yesterday  afternoon,  the  pre- 
fect of  police  for  Paris.  Phi- 
lippe Missoni,  thanked  every- 
one and  said  life  could  return 
to  normal  today. 

Girard  Wilfrid,  a postman 
aged  33,  noticed  an  increase 
in  commuters  on  his  train. 
“You  cannot  do  this  to  people 
from  one  day  to  the  next 
There  needs  to  be  a more  fon- 
damental  rhawg*.  in  people's 
attitudes  towards  the  car,"  he 
said. 

But  complaining  is  what 
Paris  life  is  all  about  and  one 
off-duty  policeman  — who 
would  not  be  named  because 
he  was  breaking  the  law  on 
his  scooter  (registration: 
1882YR92)  — was  impressed 
by  the  community  spirit. 

'7  am  amazed  at  how  good 
everyone  has  been  — they 
have  not  behaved  like  Pari- 
sians at  alL  Today  I have  seen 
people  in  suits  cycling  along 
and  talking  on  their  mobile 
phones.  They  clearly  left  the 
Mercedes  at  home.  That 
makes  me  feel  a bit  sheepish." 

Police  reported  that  only 
one  in  six  vehicles  was  in 
breach  of  the  emergency  law, 
winch  excludes  taxis,  deliv- 
ery vans,  cars  with  disabled 
parking  permits  or  three  or 
more  people  Inside  — and 
journalists. 

All  day,  radio  stations 
brought  great  news  of  declin- 
ing nitrogen  dioxide  levels 
and  updates  on  the  anti- 
cyclone over  France  which, 
combined  with  a depression 
over  Spain,  have  kept  tem- 
peratures in  the  capital  at  2SC 
for  two  weeks,  locking  in  the 
noxious  fumes . 
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Holders  of  all-new  passports 
meet  familiar  Russian  barriers 


Tom  WHfeehouso  hi  Moscow 


PRESIDENT  Boris  Yelt- 
sin’s assault  on  Soviet 
iconography  con  tinned  yes- 
terday with  the  introduc- 
tion of  a new  internal  pass- 
port from  which  the 
hammer  and  sickle  has 
been  removed. 

But  the  new  document 
does  not  overcome  Soviet- 
era  restrictions  on  move- 
ment. Non-Muscovites  who 
want  to  work  in  the  capital 


will  still  need  a stamp  from 
the  local  police. 

Nationality  need  no 
longer  be  declared  on  the 
passports.  For  some  proud 
nationals  of  the  Russian 
Federation  such  as  Tartars 
and  Bashkirs  this  may 
prove  offensive.  All  will  he 
described  as  Rosiyan  rather 
than  Rusky,  a difference 
perhaps  analogous  to 
English  and  British. 

The  Communist  Party 
has  pledged  to  fight  the 
passport  change. 


Albanian  protests  in  Kosovo 


PHOTOGRAPH:  GORAMTOMASCVtC  ~- 


Serbian  police  beat  np  protesters  in  Kosovo  yesterday.  Ethnic  Albanian  students  were  peacefully  demonstratiougfor  access  to  Pristina  university  -■ 

Riot  police  attack  students 


Ian  Black  and 
Jonathan  Steele 


^I^ERBL 

baton 


ERBIAN  riot  police 
baton-charged  a pro- 
march by  about 
Kosovo  ethnic 
Albanian  students 
and  arrested  the  rector  of  the 
“underground''  university  in 
the  city  of  Pristina  yesterday. 

At  least  10  people  were  in- 
jured when  police  fired  tear 
gas  charged  at  the  march- 
ers who  had  announced  their 
protest  several  days  ago. 

The  demonstration  was  at- 
tacked despite  a promise  by 
the  authorities  to  United 
States  and  West  European 
diplomats  In  Belgrade  that  no 
force  would  be  used. 

Student  leaders  are  de- 
manding access  to  Pristina 
university  and  for  classes  to 
be  taught  in  Albanian  instead 
of  Serbian.  Ethnic  Albanians 
outnumber  Serbs  in  Kosovo 
by  nine  to  one. 

Slobodan  Milosevic,  the  Yu- 


Peacekeepers  seize  hardline  Bosnian  Serb  transmitters 


NATO-LED  peacekeeping 
troops  seized  four  tele- 
vision and  radio  transmit- 
ters yesterday  in  Bosnian 
Serb  territory  in  a show  of 
force  intended  to  block  pro- 
paganda by  hardline  oppo- 
nents of  President  Biljana 
Plavsic,  writes  Jonathan 
Steele. 

With  elections  due  in  six 
weeks’  time  for  the  parlia- 
ment Mrs  Plavsic  dissolved 
this  summer,  the  move  was 
aimed  at  ensuring  fair 
media  coverage.  Without  it. 


Western  governments  fear 
she  might  not  win  a major- 
ity and  could  even  lose  her 
job,  which  will  be  np  for 
election  in  December. 

The  West  has  given  Mrs 
Plavsic  strong  backing 
since  she  denounced  Rado- 
van Karadzic,  the  Indicted 
war  criminal  and  former 
president  as  corrupt  and 
called  for  support  for  the 
Dayton  peace  deaL 

Several  hundred  troops 
from  Nato  countries  and 
Russia  pat  np  road-blocks 


round  the  transmitters.  No 
shots  were  fired,  according 
to  General  Wesley  Clark, 
Nato’s  supreme  comm- 
ander. 

Yesterday’s  move  was  not 
the  first  “battle  of  the 
transmitters”.  Troops  sur- 
rounded the  main  relay 
transmitter  at  Udrlgovo  a 
month  ago,  but  returned  it 
to  the  hardliners  based  in 
Pale  after  a promise  of  fair 
broadcasting.  But  the  hard- 
liners broke  die  pledge  and 
have  yet  to  act  on  a later 


deal  with  Mrs  Plavsic  for 
broadcasts  to  alternate  on 
successive  days  between 
studios  in  Pale  and  her 
Banja  Luka  stronghold. 

The  trigger  for  seizing 
the  transmitter  was  Pale 
TV’s  re-broadcast  of  a tape 
of  a news  conference  by 
Louise  Arbour,  the  United 
Nations  war  crimes  prose- 
cutor. The  tape  was  doc- 
tored  to  create  what  a Nato 
official  said  was  a “provoc- 
ative” attack  on  the  stabili- 
sation forces. 


goslav  president,  and  Ibrahim 
Rugova,  leader  of  the  most  in- 
fluential ethnic  Albanian 
party,  the  LDK,  signed  an 
education  agreement  last 
year  which  has  never  been 
implemented. 

Serbia  revoked  Kosovo's 
autonomy  in  1989,  claiming 
that  its  population  wanted  to 
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secede  and  Join  neighbouring 
Albania. 

The  Albanians  have  since 
boycotted  Serbian  institu- 
tions, creating  a parallel  net- 
work of  “underground’’  pub- 
lic services  including 
education  and  health.  The 
LDK,  which  supports  a resto- 
ration of  autonomy,  runs  the 
risk  of  being  outflanked  by 
more  radical  groups. 

Thousands  of  Albanians 
massed  along  the  protest 
route  yesterday  to  show  sup- 
port for  the  students  who 
have  threatened  dally  demon- 
strations. 


The  crackdown  in  Kosovo 
came  a day  after  police  dis- 
persed a demonstration  in 
Belgrade  organised  by  the 
Democratic  Party  in  protest 
at  the  dismissal  of  its  leader, 
Zoran  Djindjic.  as  mayor.  Sev- 
eral dozen  people  were  de- 
tained in  dashes  near  the 
television  studios  of  Studio  B 
which  is  run  by  the  city  coun- 
cil Its  leaders  have  also  been 
dismissed. 

Mr  Djindjic  was  voted  out 
by  his  former  ally,  Vuk  Dras- 
kovic, whose  Serbian  Renewal 
Movement  (SPO)  formed  a tac- 
tical alliance  with  Socialists 


loyal  to  Mr  Milosevic.  The  two. 
were  partners  last  November 
when  the  Zajedno  (Together) 
coalition  of  opposition  parties 
defeated  the  Socialists  in  Bel- 
grade. and  JL3  other  cities  In 
local  elections. 

They  later  fell  out  and  Mr 
Djindjic  called  for  a boycott  of 
last  week’s  presidential  and 
parliamentary  elections.  But 
Mr  Draskovic's  move  to  am- 
bush his  one-time  ally  yester- 
day seemed  close  to  suicidal. 

Mr  Draskovic  has  urged  his 
supporters  not  to  vote  in  the 
second  round  of  the  presiden- 
tial poll  on  Sunday  which  the 


I. 

- :L  ■ - •- 

Socialist  candidate  hopes  to 
win.  If  less  than  50  per  cent  of 
the  electorate  takes  part,  the 
vote  is  invalid.  New  elections 
would  have  to  he  called  and  if  • 
Mr  Draskovic  had  been  able  to 
patch  up  his  quarrel  with  Mr  ' 
Djindjic,  the  opposition,  might  \ 
have  had  a good  chance. 

The  new  row  makes  that  al- 
most impossible.  “This  Jpon-‘ 
eludes  six  months  of  demo- 
cratic authority  in  Belgrade. 

A period  of  turbulence,  crisis 
and  uncertainty  lies  ahead," 
Mr  Djindjic  said  yesterday. 

In  London,  the  Foreign 
Office  called  yesterday’s  vio- 
lence against  demonstrators 
“a  tragedy  waiting  to  hap- 
pen”. Britain  was  instrumen- 
tal In  ensuring  that  Kosova  • 
was  discussed,  for -the  first-' 
time  by  the . Contact  Group 
when  .its  .foreign.:  ministers  . 
met  in  New.  York  last  week. 
They  called.,  for  confidence- 
btiilding  measures  and  urged 
Mr  Milosevic- to  grant  it  “en-  • 
hanced  status”  falling  short 
of  full  Independence,  but  a 
restoration  of  the  autonomy  jt 
used  to  enjoy. 

Ivor  Roberts,  Britain’s  am- 
bassador in  Belgrade,  visited 
Kosovo  with  fellow  EU  and 
other  Western  envoys  on 
Tuesday  to  urge  dialogue  be- 
tween Serbs  and  Albanians,  i 


World  news  in  brief 


Youth  arrested  after  two  die  in  school  shooting  spree 


A YOUTH  aged  16  opened 
Eire  with  a shotgun  on 
schoolmates  In  Pearl,  Missis- 
sippi. yesterday,  killing  at 
least  two  — Including  a for- 
mer girlfriend  — and  injuring 
six  others. 

His  mother  was  later  found 
dead,  her  throat  cut 
Luke  Woodham  was  caught 
by  the  school  head  and  a 


games  coach,  arrested,  and 
charged  with  murder  and  ag- 
gravated assault 
The  town's  police  chief.  Bill 
Slade,  said:  “This  was  a dis- 
gruntled girlfriend-boyfriend 
thing.  We  talked  to  the  youth. 
He  gave  us  a statement  and 
his  manifesto  was  that  he  felt 
he  had  been  wronged.” 

He  said  Mary  Woodham. 


aged  50.  was  found  dead  at  the 
family  home.  She  appeared  to 
have  died  at  about  5am. 

The  Incident  happened  just 
after  8am,  as  school  buses 
were  arriving  In  a common 
area  at  the  front  of  the  school. 

Students  said  the  youth 
drew  a shotgun  from  his 
jacket  and  began  firing  at 
anyone  he  could  see. 


Kasey  King  said:  “He  apolo- 
gised to  Jerry”  — one  of  those 
shot  “Said  he  was  sorry  and 
he  was  not  shooting  anyone 
in  particular." 

People  were  lying-  every- 
where bleeding,  Nathan 
Henry  said.  ' ■ 

Hospitals  said  none  of  the 
injuries  appeared  to  he  life 
threatening. — AP.  " 


Italy  faces 
collapse  of 
coalition 

THE  Italian  government 
was  on  the  verge  of  col- 
lapse last  night  after  a budget 
revolt  by  the  Communist  Re- 
foundation Party,  writes 
Philip  Wilton  in  Rome. 

Its  leader.  Fausto  Bertin- 
otti.  said  he  was  no  longer 
prepared  to  support  the  aus- 
terity measures  the  govern- 
ment considers  essential  if 
Italy  Is  to  join  the  European 
monetary  union. 

Romano  Prodi.  the  prime 
minister,  told  President 
Oscar  Luigi  Scalfaro  that  he 
had  reached  an  impasse  in  his 
dealings  with  Mr  Bertinottl. 

Mr  Prodi’s  centre-left  coali- 
tion depends  on  Communist 
Refoundation's  votes,  and 
commentators  said  they  ex- 
pected a parliaments  debate 
today  on  the  disintegration  of 
Mr  Prodi’s  majority. 

Mr  Prodi  has  said  he  is  not 
prepared  to  rewrite  the  bud- 
get or  govern  with  the  sup- 
port of  a different  parliamen- 
tary coalition. 

Trade  union  leaders  who 
were  on  the  point  of  agree- 
ment with  the  government  on 
a reform  of  the  welfare  state 
warned  that  a full- blown  gov- 
ernment crisis  would  have  di- 
sastrous consequences  for  the 
economy. 

Mr  Bertinottl  said:  “The 
government  has  closed  all  the 
doors  and  the  windows  too.  r 
think  it’s  unlikely  they  will 
reopen  them  tomorrow. 

“If  we  have  to  stay  in  the 
government  because  the  alter- 
natives are  even  worse,  then 
that  means  politics  Is  already 
dead.” 


Greek  police  foil  sale  of  neolithic  gold  jewellery 


A GLITTERING  collection 
of  neolithic  gold  arte- 
facts, up  to  6,500  years  old, 
was  put  on  display  by 
Greek  police  yesterday 
after  the  arrest  of  two  men 
accused  of  trying  to  sell  the 
treasures  overseas. 

The  54  gold  pieces.  In- 
cluding beads,  brooches 
and  pendants,  were  seized 
by  the  police  in  a seaside 
Athens  suburb  late  on 
Tuesday  night 
The  police  said  they  bad 
arrested  two  men  who  tried 
to  sell  the  treasures  for 
£2.25  million.  They  had 
been  following  them  for  a 
year.  The  men  are  to  be 
charged  today  under  a 
Greek  law  that  restricts  the 
sale  of  antiquities. 


The  jewellery,  pictures  of  the  arrested  men  and  weapons 


Police  chief  Theodoris  Pa- 
filis  said  one  of  the  men 
claimed  that  he  bad  Inher- 
ited the  treasures. 

“This  is  the  largest  quan- 


tity of  neolithic  gold  jewel- 
lery in  Greece,”  said  Kater- 
ini  Dlnzakopoolou.  director 
of  the  National  Archaeolog- 
ical Museum.  — Renter. 


Zurich  drops 
bank  files  case 

The  Zurich  attorney-general 
has  dropped  bis  investigation 
of  a former  night-watchman, 
Christoph  Meili,  who  exposed 
the  shredding  of  Nazi-era  doc- 
uments at  tbe  Union  Bank  of 
Switzerland,  and  Erwin  Hag- 
genmueller.  the  bank  archi- 
vist who  approved  their 
destruction. 

In  New  York  Mr  Medi’s 
lawyer,  Edward  Fagan,  who 
also  represents  Holocaust  vic- 
tims suing  Swiss  banks  for 
their  wartime  assets,  said: 
“The  feet  that  they  dropped 
the  charges  means  that  MeQi 
didn't  break  the  law,  the 
banks  did.” — Reuter. 

Total'  war  dialogue 

France  will  continue  its  “crit- 
ical dialogue"  with  Tehran, 


despite  United  States  criti- 
cism erf  the  French  oil  com- 
pany Total's  $2  billion  natu- 
ral-gas deal  with  Iran,  tbe 
foreign  ministry  spokesman, 
Jacques  Rummelhardt,  said 
In  Paris  yesterday. — Reuter. 

Abacha  in  view 

General  Sani  Abacha,  the  Ni- 
gerian military  ruler,  ap- 
peared on  television  yester- 
day, quashing  rumours  that 
he  is  on  the  point  of  death,  but 
did  not  attend  the  Indepen- 
dence day  parade.  Observers 
said  he  looked  tired  and 
seemed  to  have  lost  weight 
but  did  not  appear  to  be  dying 
of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  as  op- 
position  publications  have 
claimed. —Reuter. 

Cocaine  haul 

Portuguese  police  have  seized 
nearly  two  tons  of  pure  co- 
caine in  a raid  on  a farm  in 


the  Salvaterra  de  Mj 
region.  Two  men  were 
rested,  police  said. — Reu 

Congo  inquiry  ha 

The  United  Nations  said 
terday  that  it  would  withi 
its  team  Investigating  all 
massacres  of  Rwandan 
Bees  in  the  Democratic  Re 
lie  of  the  Congo,  pending 
ffication  of  President  Lai 
Kabila’s  policies.  — ReuU 

Korean ‘canniiu 

Starvation  is  driving  s 
North  Koreans  to  cann 
ism,  according  to  a repo 
the  Sooth  China  Mon 
Post,  writes  Catherine  Si 
son  in  Hong  Kong.  It  repc 
“widespread  rumours”  of 
mbalism  and  quoted  a foj 
North  Korean  officer  who 

to  China  saying  he  saw  pe 

executed  in  his  vfflaae 
cannibalism. 
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Suicide  attacks  to  continue  • Ailing  cleric  ‘part  of  prisoner  exchange  deal  with  Israel’ 

Leader’s  release  spurs  Hamas 


Julian  Bonier  In  Jerusalem 


Sheflth  Yassin,  Hamas’s  spiritual  leader,  before  flying  to  Jordan  from  Tel  Aviv  yesterday 


HAMAS,  the  militant 
Palestinian  group, 
said  yesterday  that 
the  release  from 
prison  of  its  founder  and  spir- 
itual leader.  Sheikh  Yassin, 
would  not  stop  the  organisa- 
tion's campaign  of  suicide 
attacks  against  Israel. 

The  ailing  Muslim  cleric, 
aged  61,  vowed  to  return  to  the 
Palestinian-run  Gaza  Strip 
alter  he  was  flown  from  prison 
to  Jordan  with  an  Israeli  mili- 
tary escort  early  yesterday, 
after  eight  years  in  jail  Tor  or- 
dering armed  attacks  against 
Israeli  targets. 

There  was  growing  press 
speculation  in  Israel  and  Jor- 
dan that  Sheikh  Yassin's 
release  was  part  of  an  ex- 
change deal  Involving  two  al- 
leged Israeli  agents  arrested 
by  the  Jordanians  last  Thurs- 
day after  an  apparent  assassi- 
nation attempt  on  a Hamas 
leader. 

Abdel  Aziz  Rantissi,  Ha- 
mas’s political  leader  in  the 
Gaza  Strip,  said  Israel  had 
been  pressured  into  freeing 
the  sheikh  to  placate  Jordan's 


Jerusalem  rethinks  US  extradition  refusal 


ISRAEL  is  reviewing  its  de- 
cision to  try  a teenage  sus- 
pect In  an  American  killing 
rather  than  extradite  him  to 
the  United  States. 

Bob  Livingston,  the 
chairman  of  the  US  Rouse 
of  Representatives  appro- 
priation committee,  yester- 
day branded  Israel’s 
refusal  to  extradite  Samuel 
Sbeinbein.  aged  17,  as  an 


“outrage*1.  Mr  Livingston 
threatened  to  link  the  case 
to  the  $3  billion 
(£1.9  billion)  annual  US  for- 
eign aid  to  Israel. 

The  US  secretary  of  state. 
Madeleine  Albright,  said: 
-I  think  there’s  a real  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the 
father  is  really  an  Israeli 
citizen,  and  this  is  clearly  a 
crime  committed  in  the 


United  States.*1  She  said 

officials  were  working  on 
“how  to  sort  this  out”. 

The  youth,  from  Whea- 
ton. Maryland,  fled  to  Is- 
rael last  week.  He  Is 
charged  with  murdering 
Alfredo  Enrique  Tello  Jnr. 
aged  19.  whose  burned  and 
dismembered  body  was 
found  in  Wheaton  on 
September  18.  — A P. 


King  Hussein  after  the  attack. 
Mr  Rantissi  said  the  cleric's 
release  would  not  halt  the 
campaign  of  suicide  bomb- 
ings. Two  recent  attacks  in 
Jerusalem  by  the  Hamas  mili- 
tary wing  killed  20  Israelis. 

“Nothing  will  be  changed, 
because  the  strategy  of 
Hamas  is  fixed.  Our  land  is 
still  under  occupation  and 
our  people  are  still  living  in 
camps,"  he  said  yesterday  in 
a telephone  interview. 

Sheikh  Yassin  was  released 
after  talks  between  senior  Is- 
raeli officials  and  Jordan’s 
Crown  Prince  Hassan.  but  the 
Jordanian  government  de- 


nied it  had  agreed  to  release 
two  suspected  members  of 
Mossad.  Israel's  secret  ser- 
vice. arrested  after  an  attack 
on  Khaled  Meshal,  a Hamas 
leader  in  Amman. 

One  of  the  attackers  was 
reported  to  have  walked  up  to 
Mr  Meshal  and  placed  an  un- 
identified device  against  his 
chest,  causing  him  to  col- 
lapse. Reports  have  described 
the  device  as  electronic  or 
chemical. 

Jordanian  police  arrested 
two  men  involved  in  the 
attack  who  were  carrying  Ca- 
nadian passports.  But  the  sus- 
pects told  the  Canadian  em- 


bassy they  did  not  need  its  as- 
sistance nor  want  their 
names  published,  stoking 
speculation  that  they  were 
Mossad  agents. 

When  asked  on  Tuesday 
about  Israel’s  Involvement  in 
the  attack,  the  prime  minister, 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  said 
only:  “I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
the  news  from  Jordan.” 

Roni  Shakhed.  an  Israeli 
journalist  and  former  intelli- 
gence officer,  said:  “1  think 
this  was  a Mossad  operation 
and  It's  almost  certain  that 
Yassin  is  part  of  a deal  to  get 
these  people  hack.” 

Mosbe  Fogel,  the  Israeli 


government  spokesman, 
refused  to  comment  on 
reports  of  a prisoner  swap.  He 
said  the  Hamas  founder  had 
not  been  formally  deported 
but  simply  “flown  to  Jordan” 
for  medical  treatment.  He 
added  that  it  was  too  early  to 
discuss  whether  Israel  would 
try  to  prevent  Sheikh  Yas- 
sin's return  to  Gaza,  where  be 
played  a prominent  role  in 
the  Palestinian  uprising  In 
the  late  1980s. 

Mr  Rantissi  said  King  Hus- 
sein had  promised  Hamas 
that  Sheikh  Yassin  could 
travel  to  Gaza  as  soon  as  bis 
health  allowed. 

The  Israeli  army  was 
reported  to  be  concerned  about 
the  political  consequences  if 
the  sheikh  died  in  prison. 

Israeli-Jordanian  negotia- 
tions on  the  sheikh's  release 
were  apparently  kept  secret 
from  Yasser  Arafat,  the  Pales- 
tinian Authority  leader,  who 
denounced  his  transfer  to  Jor- 
dan as  an  "expulsion". 

President  Clinton  wel- 
comed the  move  as  “a  hu- 
manitarian gesture  . . . that 
we  hope  will  improve  the  cli- 
mate for  further  discussions 
related  to  the  peace  process”. 


gas  example  to  America 


GLOBAL  WARMING/Can  the  US 
clean  up  its  act  on  emissions? 
Martin  Walker  in  Brussels  reports 


[ UROPE  is  on  track  to 
beat  its  self-imposed 
target  for  the  reduc- 
Ition  of  global  warm- 
ing emissions  to  below  1990 
levels  by  2000,  the  European 
Commission  boasted 
yesterday. 

The  unexpected  success 
gave  credibility  to  its  new 
offer  to  cut  emissions  to 
15  per  cent  lower  than  1990 
levels  by  2010,  it  claimed. 

That  offer,  designed  to  put 
pressure  on  the  United  States 
and  Japan  to  reach  a tough 
pact  on  global  warming  at  the 
Kyoto  summit  In  December, 
had  been  questioned  by  US 
nfflf.lah  as  unrealistic. 

Now  it  looks  better 
founded,  and  distinctly  more 
achievable. 

“I  realise  that  we  haven’t 
communicated  fhfo  in  any  for- 
mal way,  because  these  things 
happen  gradually-  But  it  Is 
very  good  news  that  Europe 
has  Tfinnagad  each  year  to 
keep  its  emissions  of  global 
wanning  gases  down  below 
the  1990  level,"  the  director  of 
environmental  quality,  Jar- 
gen  Henningsen,  said 
yesterday. 


Three  unexpected  factors 
explained  the  European  suc- 
cess, said  Mr  Henningsen. 
Hie  first  was  Britain’s  shift 
from  coal  to  gas-fired  power 
stations,  which  would  allow 
Britain  to  claim  a 6 per  cent 
drop  in  greenhouse  gas  emis- 
sions by  2000. 

The  Closure  of  obsolete  and 
dirty  factories  in  the  former 
East  Germany  meant  the  Ger- 
mans were  on  track  for  a 
12  per  cent  cut  in  emissions. 
And  France’s  nuclear  power 
stations  were  performing 
"better  than  experted”.  reduc- 
ing the  need  to  bum  fossil 
fuels. 

Finally,  the  European 
recession  had  kept  down  en- 
ergy demand  in  other 
countries,  he  said. 

Hie  offer  of  a 15  per  cent  cut 
by  2010  is  conditional  on  the 
US  and  Japan  following  suit. 
If  Europe  tried  to  go  it  alone, 
it  would  soon  suffer  a politi- 
cal and  economic  backlash  as 
energy-intensive  industries 
decamped  for  easier  climes. 

“The  potential  future  dam- 
age and  cost  resulting  from 
[man-made]  climate  change 
mairwi  it  imperative  urgently 


to  reduce  greenhouse  gas 
emissions,”  the  Commission 
urged  in  a formal  recommen- 
dation. “Our  targets  are  tech- 
nically and  economically  fea- 
sible, and  can  be  politically 
acceptable.” 

The  Commission  issued  its 
detailed  plan  on  emission 
reduction  ahead  of  next 
week's  special  conference  at 
the  White  House,  where  the 
US  is  expected  to  thrash  out 
its  own  negotiating  position 
on  greenhouse  gas  cuts  for 
Kyoto.  Under  pressure  from 
Congress  and  corporations  to 
make  no  commitment  that 
could  daraagp  industy,  raise 
taxes  or  threaten  jobs,  the  US 
bad  tried  to  fend  off  the  Euro- 
pean Union  initiative  as 
unrealistic- 

The  US  is  also  hoping  to 
promote  two  alternative  plans 
that  would  ease  its  own  obli- 
gations to  curb  greenhouse 
emmissions.  The  first  would 
seek  to  require  developing 
countries  to  pledge  their  own 
cuts,  while  Europe  says  the 
industrialised  countries  must 
lead  the  way. 

The  other  is  for  a market  in 
trading  emission  rights  be- 
tween polluters,  so  that  com- 
panies which  had  out- 
performed their  target  by 
investing  in  clean  technology 
could  “sell"  their  pollution 
credits  to  dirtier  plants.  The 
EU  says  this  could  only  be 


helpful  if  the  overall  targets 
for  emission  cuts  are  big 
enough. 

Europe's  proposed  cut  in 
greenhouse  gases  will  require 
a drop  of  800  million  tons  in 
carbon  dioxide  emissions. 
The  target,  costed  at  £10- 
20  billion,  or  0.2-0.4  per  cent  of 
European  GDP  In  2010,  can  be 
achieved  with  existing  tech- 
nology, Mr  Henningsen 
claimed 

A cut  of  300  million  tons 
should  come  from  the  mod- 
ernisation of  power  stations, 
their  switch  to  cleaner  fuels 
and  the  increasing  exploita- 
tion of  power  plants  deliver- 
ing both  heat  and  electricity. 
One  third  of  that  cut  is  ex- 
pected to  come  from  renew- 
able energy  sources,  with  the 
Commission  citing  Denmark, 


where  5 per  cent  of  electricity 
comes  from  wind  power. 

Transport  is  the  next  big  sec- 
tor expected  to  deliver  cuts  of 
180  million  tons.  Some  100  mil- 
lion tons  of  this  is  expected  to 
come  from  more  fuel-efficient 
cars,  with  another  50  million 
tons  from  the  EU-inspired  shift 
to  rail  freight  fliel-efScIent 

trucks  and  aircraft 

Consumers  are  expected  to 
deliver  another  100  million 
tons  from  more  efficient 
household  appliances  and 
electric  motors,  and  new 
building  insulation 

standards. 


7 ^Guardian  International 

& The  Observer  Briefcase 


iw» 


Msr/« 


hatf.  —fattv  branded  with  Urn 
ionJ  and  the  Observer  logo* 

with  a Mack  heavy  duty 

1»  dsal^ed  to  hM  — —f W 

h your  attach*  efae. 

tar® 0%, 


Toptaea  your  onkrpfase  IB h fa™ bWowandwwdW** 

,J-.~  TheOnwfan  htmatksairUbseiver  Brisfcsse  Og”-! 

• : PO  BOX  35fi.Budwy.Hwt5  WK  2NJ.  I*"*** 

- ehfaw  or  monayiafaflorlhaM  amount  orllB  In  jour 

VtaAtetsmddatals. 


Swrri  OtewrQan  bTtwnaOonai/Observer  Briefcase's 

£35.00;  coet  £ J enctose  a cheque/ rraney  orders  trie  ^ 

of*. 


Card  No: 
Expiry  date: 


Name: 


Address: 


Postcode:- 


Country: 


«o  28  d*E  tar  tafcwy- 


Freak  conditions 
threaten  harvest 


ELNINO/Canthe 
farmers  of  Colombia 
weather  the  storm? 

Jeremy  Lennard 

in  Bogota  reports 

THE  Colombian  presi- 
dent, Ernesto  Samper. 
haw  faced  a long-run- 
ning drug  scandal,  eco- 
nomic crisis  and  a spiral- 
ling guerrilla  war.  Now,  in 
the  last  year  of  his  presi- 
dency, he  has  the  weather 

to  contend  with. 

The  El  Nino  effect,  caused 
by  an  awwnal  shift  in  Pa- 
cific currents,  is  taking 
hold  along  the  Andes, 

bringing  radical  changes  m 

weather. 

Hus  year’s  is  said  by 
Nasa  to  be  the  worst  for  50 
years.  Hie  cost  of  damage 
caused  by  freak  weather 
conditions  could  run  to 
billions  of  pounds,  and 
most  Andean  governments 
are  anxious  not  to  be 
caught  out  as  they  ^ere  by 
the  last  giant  El  Nino,  m 
1982-83.  States  of  emer- 
gency have  been  announced 
and  pre-emptive  measures 

falnai. 

But  In  Colombia,  where 
Half  the  provinces  are  al- 
ready suffering  droughts, 
the  government  has  been 
accused  of  playing  down 
the  situation.  It  has  spent 
only  £1.6  million  on  pre- 
ventive studies,  and  has  in- 
cluded no  provision  to  as- 
sist those  worst  affected. 

-It  is  extremely  serious  , 
said  Carlos  Pascua,  a cattle 
rancher.  “But  the  e°™i£ 
ment  is  so  preoccupied  vrito 
its  other  problems  that  ft 
hasn’t  noticed  the^  weather 

have  wiped  out 
200,000  hectares  of  staple 


crops,  and  cotton  produc- 
tion has  fallen  by  23  per 
cent,  according  to  the 
National  Commodities  Ex- 
change. Grazing  land  is 
parched.  The  agriculture 
ministry  estimates  that 
losses  to  the  milk  and  beef 
industry  will  exceed 
£75  million  this  year. 

Forest  fires  have  been 
raging  over  60,000  hect- 
ares, leaving  hillsides  bare 
and  prone  to  landslides 
when  the  rains  return. 

The  National  Meteoro- 
logical Institute  (Ideam) 
predicts  that  less  than  half 
the  usual  rainfall  can  be  ex- 
pected in  coming  months, 
threatening  coffee  and 
flower  production  — two  of 
Colombia's  main  exports. 

The  agriculture  minister, 
Antonio  Gomez  Merlano, 
remains  unmoved  by  calls 
for  the  declaration  of  a 
state  of  emergency.  “His- 
torically it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  take  such  mea- 
sures. We  expect  rains  in 
October  and  November  to 
ease  the  situation,"  he  said. 

Ideam  scientists  warn  the 
north  will  take  the  brunt  of 
climatic  upheaval. 

Meanwhile,  the  Bogota 
water  authority  has 
warned  the  public  to  cut 
consumption  or  face  ration- 
ing later  in  the  year.  In 
some  of  the  worst  affected 
provinces,  70  per  cent  of 
rivers  have  run  dry,  and 
many  reservoirs  are  al- 
ready 30  per  cent  below 
seasonal  levels.  In  a 
country  that  relies  heavily 
on  ftydroelectricity,  there 
is  concern  over  power 
supplies. 

A junior  energy  minister, 
Carlos  Conte,  acknowl- 
edged that,  if  current 
trends  continue,  generators 
will  have  trouble  meeting 
peak  demand  in  the  first 
three  months  of  next  year. 


Curse  irf  El  Nino,  page  9 


Deformed  frogs 
trigger  alarm 


MUTATIONS/It’s 
something  in  the 
water,  Ed  Vulliamy 

in  Washington  writes 

THEY  are  extraordinary, 
intriguing,  repulsive  — 
almost  pitiful:  the  mu- 
tant frogs  could  be  straight 
out  of  some  Hollywood  sci-fi 
fantasy.  But  they  are  not, 
they  are  from  Minnesota. 

The  frogs  have  been  recov- 
ered In  their  thousands  by 
scientists  from  ponds,  bogs 
and  waterways  across  the 
state,  which  borders  Canada 
and  the  great  lakes. 

They  have  stumps  for  legs, 
or  extra  legs,  eyes  in  strange 
places,  shrunken  sexual 
organs  and  other  deformities. 
One  had  an  eye  growing  in  its 
throat  Their  discovery  has 
sounded  the  alarm  over  the 
human  water  supply. 

The  frogs  began  appearing 
two  years  ago.  discovered  by 
children  playing  in  the  Min- 
nesota wetlands.  Yesterday, 
Peter  Larsen  of  the  Minnesota 
water  authority  finally  told 
consumers:  “For  the  first 
time,  we  think  it's  something 
in  the  water.” 

George  Lucier  of  the 
National  Institute  of  Environ- 
mental Health  said:  "We  now 


know  that  something  in  the 
water,  including  groundwater 
used  by  human  residents  for 
drinking  water,  is  extremely 
potent  in  malforming  frogs.' 

The  same  water  that  in- 
fected the  ponds  has  shown  up 
in  four  Minnesota  households, 
currently  being  supplied  with 
free  mineral  water  by  the  state 
authorities. 

A team  of  rhemfctg  and  biol- 
ogists have  has  been  cultivat- 
ing frog  embryos  in  water 
taken  from  the  suspect  sites, 
and  the  young  have  emerged 

showing  all  the  same  d^ects. 

“We  don't  know  If  we  are 
looking  for  pesticides,  natural 
products  or  microbiological 
explanations,”  said  Jim  Burk- 

hardt,  a scientist  with  the  Min- 
nesota Pollution  Control 
Agency.  Hie  discovery  win  in- 
crease calk  for  a clean-up 

The  speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives,  Newt  Ging- 
rich — who  could  swing  tighter 
water  quality  control  laws  — 
was  accused  by  Vice-President 
A1  Gore  last  year  of  "crippling” 
such  attempts. 

But  recently  Mr  Gingrich 
has  shown  himself  to  be  more 
supportive  of  environmental 
controls.  Despite  having  led  a 
campaign  in  1995  to  dismantle 
such  regulations,  he  gave  a 
speech  this  summer  advocat- 
ing cleaner  water  and  air, 
reminding  Congress:  “I  used  to 
teach  environmental  studies.” 


He  is  the  closest  contemporary 
cinema  has  to  the  Great  Oz, 
because  critics  still  cannot 
agree  whether  his  grim 
flamboyance  adds  up  to 
wizardry 

Jonathan  Romney  on  Kubrick 


G2  page 


A Guatemalan  carries  a chicken  perched  on  a boot,  from, 
his  flooded  home  in  Gomera  village,  50  miles  south  of 
Guatemala  City. 


At  home  with  one  another:  Sara  and  Binyamin  Netanyahu 

PM  hails  his  wife 
the  would-be  spy 


Julian  Barger  In  Jerusalem 


THE  Israeli  prime  min- 
ister. Binyamin  Netan- 
yahu, has  to  deal  with 
a dally  diet  of  conflict,  hos- 
tile rhetoric,  evictions  and 
diplomatic  sabotage  — and 
that’s  Just  his  home  life,  ac- 
cording to  the  press. 

As  his  poll  ratings  slid 
ever  faster.  Mr  Netanyahu 
responded  yesterday  to  this 
relentless  press  speculation 
with  an  ambiguity  typical 
of  politicians  caught  in  the 
public  glare.  He  lambasted 
journalists  for  prying  into 
his  family  Hfe  and  asked 
them  Into  his  home  for  an 
intimate  interview. 

Photographers  from  the 
main  newspapers  were  in- 
vited to  take  a peek  at  the 
newly-renovated  residence, 
while  reporters  were  plied 
with  wistful  memories  of 
his  courtship  of  Sara,  his 
ever-controversial  third 
wife. 

Their  love-at-first-sight 
meeting  in  198B,  when  she 
was  an  El-Al  flight  atten- 
dant and  he  was  an  up-and- 
coming  rightwinger,  is  well 
known. 

What  was  less  well 
known  until  yesterday  was 
that  Sara  was  faced  with 
the  choice  of  becoming  Mrs 
Netanyahu  or  a Mossad 
spy.  Just  before  their  meet- 


ing the  secret  service  ap- 
proached her,  presumably 
to  spy  on  El-Al  passengers. 

“Bibl”  Netanyahu 
proudly  declared  that  his 
gain  was  the  intelligence 
community’s  loss. 

“I  know  I ruined  her 
chances  of  a career  In  Mos- 
sad and  I'm  glad  I did  it,” 
Yediot  Aharonot  reported 
him  saying. 

The  couple  used  the  inter- 
view to  qnash  some  of  the 
colourful  recent  press 
reports  about  their 
relationship.  He  had  not 
been  locked  out  of  the 
house  after  a tiff  and  forced 
to  sleep  at  his  parents' 
home. 

Likewise,  a photo-oppor- 
tunity visit  to  the  Arch  of 
Titus  in  Rome  had  not  been 
cancelled  by  Sara  without 
his  knowledge,  and  a shout- 
ing match  had  not  been  ac- 
cidentally broadcast  on  the 
public  address  system  dur- 
ing a family  visit  to  Jerusa- 
lem’s Biblical  Zoo. 

The  Netanyahus'  relation- 
ship with  the  press  has 
veered  dramatically  be- 
tween flirtation  and  loath- 
ing since  he  sought  the  pre- 
miership. For  the  first  time 
in  Israeli  political  history, 
he  used  his  family  as  a cam- 
paign tool,  staging  whole- 
some group  photographs 
and  constantly  holding 
hands  in  public. 


For  the  first  time 


has  written  as 
a woman. 


fool  the 
Booker  judges. 


The  Observer 


Tte  anq  ProspKt, 
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Hulk  Ufa  kas  ta  fe  to  get  a DriiE. 
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The  new  welfare  state 

Poor  people  mustn’t  get  a second  rate  service 


YESTERDAY’S  debate  — on  education, 
social  security,  housing  and.  Hie  envi- 
ronment — was  brought  under  one 
umbrella  by  Labour:  the  one-nation 
society.  But  are  we  one  nation?  No 
developed  state  with  the  exception  of 
New  Zealand  has  suffered  a more  brutal 
widening  of  inequalities  than  Britain. 
Behind  the  income  gap  (see  below)  lie 
even  starker  health  inequalities  — 
people  in  leafy  suburbs  now  living  eight 
years  longer  than  those  in  poorer  parts. 
The  causes  are  multiple  — unemploy- 
ment, poor  pay,  benefit  reduction,  dete- 
riorating housing  and  environment 
Where  does  the  welfare  state  fit  in? 

Labour  is  restructuring  it  and  the 
final  form  is  unclear.  Almost  every 
aspect  is  being  reviewed  — benefits  and 
taxation,  long-term  nursing  care,  wel- 
fare to  work,  pensions  and  other  issues. 
Ministers  wish  to  reduce  dependency, 
cut  the  benefits  budget  by  getting  more  1 
people  into  work  and  requiring  people 
to  accept  responsibility  for  insuring 
against  some  risks  in  life.  In  Tony  i 
Blair's  words  on  Tuesday  “Modem  wel- 
fare means  a better  balance  between 
public  and  private  money”. 

Ministers  have  clearly  concluded  the 
old  collective  spirit  of  1915  no  longer 
holds.  We  live  in  a more  individualistic 
age  than  the  post-Second  World  War 
years  when  people  had  been  united  by 
the  Blitz,  black-outs  and  bomb  shelters. 
Ministers  have  decreed  there  will  be  no 
Increases  in  income  tax  rates.  And  yet 
it  is  dear  that  although  people  will  save 
on  tax,  they  will  be  paying  out  more 
through  insurance,  private  pension 
contributions  and  tuition  fees.  The 
long-term  nursing  review  is  almost 
bound  to  conclude  that  the  unan- 
nounced withdrawal  of  this  service 
from  an  under-funded  NHS  in  the  last 
decade  can  only  be  corrected  by  a 
compulsory  insurance  scheme.  One  of 
the  main  disability  groups  — the  Dis- 
ablement Income  Group  — has  con- 


cluded it  is  no  longer  worth  campaign- 
ing for  a comprehensive  state-funded 
disability  income  scheme  and  is  calling 
on  the  government  to  examine  compul- 
sory private  insurance  against  disabil- 
ity. Frank  Field,  the  minister  reviewing 
the  entire  social  security  system,  has 
urged  new  forms  of  pension  and  insur- 
ance schemes  through  mutual  societies 
on  two  grounds.  First,  that  the  fluids 
will  be  more  secure  from  ministerial 
raids.  Second,  because  the  recreation  of 
a civic  society  requires  a more  even 
balance  between  the  state,  the  individ- 
ual, and  voluntary  organisations. 

Ministers  are  tight  to  reduce  depen- 
dency. They  can  take  pride  in  their 
expensive  programmes  for  youth  — and 
long-term — unemployment  which  start 
next  year.  They  are  right  to  tackle  the 
dependency  of  single  parent  families  — - 
lip  from  40  to  70  per  cent  under  the 
Conservatives  — but  Harriet  Harman 
still  failed  to  disclose  yesterday  how 
much  the  Government  is  prepared  to 
spend  to  fill  the  childcare  gap  — - and 
what  it  will  do  about  tying  benefits  to 
an  earnings  index. 

Ministers  should  study  a more  funda- 
mental principle.  Beveridge’s  biggest 
contribution  to  welfare  reform  was  to 
end  the  balkanisation  of  social  policy. 
Until  Beveridge,  social  problems  were 
tackled  in  a fragmented  way.  Bever- 
idge’s post-war  breakthrough  was  a 
redistribution  of  risk  for  the  whole 
community  rather  than  isolated  groups. 
Ministers  may  have  concluded  the  dis- 
parity between  middle  and  lower-in- 
come groups  is  now  too  large  to  be 
bridged  by  a single  scheme.  But  where 
compulsory  insurance  schemes  are  in- 
troduced — like  long-term  nursing  care 
— the  state  should  fund  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  poor  so  they  have  access  to 
an  equal  rather  than  second-rate  ser- 
vice. A government  wishing  to  help  the 
excluded  must,  at  the  very  least,  uphold 
the  equal  access  principle. 


Exclusion  zones  for  rich  and  poor 

If  only  Labour  could  be  a bit  more  dynamic  about  taxing  wealth 


NOT  SINCE  March,  1981  when  several 
hundred  of  the  nation’s  finest  econo- 
mists wrote  to  the  Times  urging  Mrs 
Thatcher’s  government  to  abandon 
monetarism  has  there  been  such  an 
explosive  missive  from  academia.  Yes- 
terday, more  than  50  leading  social 
scientists  wrote  to  the  Financial  Times 
accusing  the  Government  of  trying  to 
“erase  from  the  map  altogether”  the 
issue  of  redistribution  to  the  poor.  This 
is  serious  criticism  to  make  of  the  party 
that  was  established  in  order  to  bring 
about  a fairer  society.  The  nub  is  that 
even  if  welfare-to-work  succeeds  there 
will  still  be  a hard  core  of  impoverished 
benefit  claimants  and  children  whose 
ills  can  be  traced  directly  .back  to  the 
cruel  redistribution  of  incomes  engi- 
neered by  the  Conservatives.  Since  this 
has  happened  as  a result  of  fiscal  poli- 
cies, the  letter  adds,  there  is  no  point  in 
looking  for  complicated  remedies.  They 
were  robbed  so  give  it  back  to  them. 

Labour,  of  course,  is  redistributive.  It 
is  raiding  the  utilities  for  over  £5 
billion  to  pay  for  employment  schemes, 
and  its  minimum  wage  will  redistribute 
from  other  wage  earners  and  profits 
towards  those  at  the  bottom  of  the  wage 
scale  — so  long  as  unions  don’t  just  use 
it  as  an  opportunity  to  preserve  differ- 
entials. But  as  far  as  the  poorest  and  the 
very  rich  are  concerned  they  are  be- 
coming exclusion  zones.  Yet  recent 
research  by  Peter  Robinson  for  the  LSE 
indicates  that  the  extra  money  ear- 
marked for  schools  would  be  better 
spent  tackling  child  poverty  which,  he 


says,  is  the  most  powerful  educational 
policy  in  the  long  run. 

The  Government  has  been  coura- 
geous in  adopting  welfare-to-work  poli- 
cies that  would  have  been  anathema  to 
most  liberal  thinkers  a decade  ago. 
Unemployment,  notwithstanding  file 
recent  improvement  is  so  deep  rooted 
that  unorthodox  remedies  need  to  be 
tried.  But  this  doesn’t  mean  that  there 
isn’t  a permanent  underclass  unable  to 
be  helped  by  “active”  labour  market 
policies.  In  normal  drcumstances  there 
would  have  been  an  easy  way  to  help 
the  undeserving  poor  — by  making  Ted 
Turners  of  the  undeserving  rich  and 
clawing  back  a small  part  of  the  huge 
redistribution  of  income  they  have  en- 
joyed during  the  past  18  years,  when  the 
top  rate  of  tax  was  cut  from  over  83  per 
cent  to  40  per  cent  (so  anyone  earning 
£100,000  received  £43,000  more).  Far 
from  inducing  a period  of  pay  restraint 
this  only  whetted  their  appetite  for 
more.  Top  salaries  have  regularly  out- 
paced the  average  since  then.  How 
many  people  would  object  if  the  top  rate 
were  raised  to  45  per  cent  and  the 
proceeds  were  earmarked  for  the  de- 
serving poor? 

This,  of  course,  however  fair  is  not 
practical  politics  because  New  Labour 
has  ruled  out  any  increases  in  income 
tax  for  the  duration  of  this  parliament 
It  is  a great  shame  that  when  Labour  is 
doing  so  many  dynamic  things  in  so 
many  areas  it  has  turned  a blind  eye  to 
the  one  area  where  many  of  its  support- 
ers expected  the  greatest  progress. 


When  air  pollution  stops  Paris 

London  could  avoid  the  same  fate:  efficient  bus  lanes 


entering  Paris  yesterday  might  almost 
seem  like  a miracle  cure.  But  it  was 
only  achieved  at  a high  price  — a level 
of  atmospheric  pollution  which  left  Pa- 
risian eyes  smarting  and  throats  burn- 
ing. The  restrictions  on  car  transport 
are  part  of  a package  of  measures  — 
passed  by  the  last  government  — ■ in 
anticipation  of  this  sort  of  crisis.  But 
they  do  nothing  to  prevent  a recurrence 
of  high  pollution.  One  can  imagine  a yo- 
yo scenario  in  which  the  pollution  falls, 
the  cars  return,  the  ban  is  re-imposed, 
the  pollution  falls  again ...  As  a one-off 
measure,  it  may  work.  But  if  — as  has 
happened  in  Athens  — rationing  by 
number-plate  becomes  a regular  feature 
of  traffic  control,  then  people  will  cheat 
either  by  changing  number-plates  or  — 
worse  still  — acquiring  a second  car. 
The  streets  could  fill  up  with  old  bang- 
ers, belching  out  even  worse  fumes. 
There  has  to  be  a better  way. 


Some  of  the  measures  in  operation 
yesterday  in  Paris  could  be  extended. 
Drivers  were  asked  to  drive  20  kilo- 
metres slower  than  the  speed  limit 
Why  not  just  lower  the  limits?  Public 
transport  was  provided  — just  yester- 
day — for  free.  Why  not  reduce  fares 
permanently?  But  more  serious  struc- 
tural change  is  needed  too. 

The  Parisian  scheme  wouldn’t  work 
in  London,  the  RAC  claims,  because 
public  transport  is  already  over- 
crowded. That  is  partly  true  of  rush- 
hour  tubes  though  their  frequency 
could  be  improved  with  new  signalling. 
But  the  buses  are  under-utilised  be- 
cause they  move  so  slowly.  The  system 
needs  dedicated  bus  lanes  — not  just 
token  stretches  — computer-linked  traf- 
fic lights  and  extension  of  the  bus 
indicator  scheme.  Buses  could  become 
immensely  more  efficient  for  a small 
investment  Every  day  of  the  week,  not 
just  when  nitrogen  dioxide  levels  rise. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Blair  brought  back  down  to  earth 


TONY  Blair’s  desire  to 
make  hard  choices  will 
cut  little  ice  with  those 
millions  of  downtrodden  cit- 
izens who  have  so  little  oppor- 
tunity to  exercise  choice  In 
their  own  impoverished  lives 
(High  ideals,  hard  choices, 
October  1). 

The  Prime  Minister  needs 
to  demonstrate  his  commit- 
ment to  a truly  radical 
agenda.  This  would  involve, 
for  example,  the  pursuit  of  co- 
operative rather  than  compet- 
itive economic  strategies;  an 
attack  on  the  managerial  bar- 
barism which  has  been 
allowed  to  take  root  in  our 
private  companies  and  public 
institutions;  and  the  guaran- 
teeing of  decent  incomes, 
homes  and  public  services  for 
alL 

Robert  Page. 

Lecturer  in  Social  Policy 
and  Administration, 

School  of  Social  Studies. 
University  of  Nottingham, 
University  Park, 

Nottingham  NG7  2RD. 

ONCE  again  the  Prime 
Minister  expects  ■ sacri- 
fice from  those  with  the  least 
wealth,  such  as  single  parents 
and  the  long-term  unem- 
ployed, who  will  stUl  remain 
better  off  on  benefit  than  in  a 
poorly  paid  job  — until,  of 
course,  that  option  is 
removed  by  a government 
forced  to  make  hard  choices. 

Despite  the  call  for  a com- 
passionate society,  the  sad 
truth  is  that  the  Thatch  e rite 
philosophical  inheritance 
remains  firmly  in  place,  how- 


ever apparently  convincing 
the  rhetoric  emanating  from 
the  rostrum. 

Bill  Jackson. 

2 William  Road. 

West  Bridgford, 

Nottingham  NG2  7QD. 

YOU  report  that  L500  dis- 
tinguished scientists  are 
urging  world  leaders  to  pre- 
vent the  potentially  devastat- 
ing consequences  of  global 
warming  (Clinton  told  to  act 
on  global  warning,  October  1). 

It  was  a surprise  that  your 
report  of  Tony  Blair’s  speech 
omitted  his  reference,  brief 
though  it  was,  to  this  ex- 
tremely important  issue  and 
his  commitment  to  action. 

(Dr)  Peter  Slade. 

27  Austen  Road, 

Guildford. 

Surrey  GUI  3NP. 

(UGO  Young’s  conde- 
scending comments 
about  engineers  demonstrate 
scant  knowledge  of  this  many 
faceted  profession  (Tony 
Blair,  turning  leadership  into 
an  art  form,  October  1).  “En- 


gineers are  painstaking  and 
worthy  and,  like  John  Major, 
they  Invariably  fafl.”  Really? 

It  is  little  wonder  that  engi- 
neers are  still  not  recognised 
for  their  contribution  to  art 
in  this  country. 

Maybe  he  should  keep  his 

eyes  and  Tii«  mind  open  and 

identify  the  beauty,  daring 
and  often  surprise  in  the 
work  of  countless  engineers 
represented  at  the  top  by  the 
likes  of  Brunei,  Ove  Arup, 
Candela,  Calatrava,  Happold, 
Hunt  and  many  other 
"failures”. 

Then  again  it  is  at  least  nice 
to  be  deemed  “worthy". 

Bob  Lamb. 

6 Brook  Well. 

Little  Neston, 

South  Wirral  L64  0UW. 

ARGUABLY  engineers  are 
the  achievers  of  society 
who  learn  from  their  failures, 
not  the  other  way  around. 
KitHubbach. 

(Bufider  of  roads,  prisons  V" 
and  supermarkets). 

99a  Lincoln  Road,  ' 
Peterborough  PEl  2SH. 


J HAP  7Hf£  BUSEpRirtr  f&R  success, 
gtrr  UN  l VVAS  Hoi&riq  rr 

vpZiDE  Dearth 


Y husband,  now  62,  paid 
Nationallnsurancecon- 
tributiuns  for  40  years  on  the 
basis  that  he  would  receive  a 
basic  state  pension.  If  he  does 
not,  then  the  money  paid  In 
NX  was  obtained  on  false  pre- 
tences. 

V Crews. 

1 Dellfield  Close, 

Beckenham, 

Kent  BR3  5UJ. 

DURING  a brief  pause  in 
the  Prime  Minister's 
conference  speech,  my  three- 
year-old  son  was  heard  to  in- 
tone “Amen”.  I found  his  per- 
ceptiveness rather 

comforting. 

Peter  Milner. 

11  Ridgeway, 

Penwortham, 

Preston  PR1 9XW. 

T THE  end  of  Tony 
lair’s  conference 
speech  I fully  expected  him 
to  ascend  skywards.  Your 
front-page  photograph  of 
him  did  nothing  to  dispel 
that  expectation.  - 
Deborah  WaUworth. 

150  Apton  Road,. 

Bishops  Storfcford. 
Hertfordshire. 

TONY  Blair  says  he  wants 
Britain  to  be  a beacon  to 
the  world.  My  dictionary  de- 
fines a beacon  as  an  “amber 
globe  on  a pole  marking 
some  pedestrian  crossings". 
Alasdair  LiddelL 
4 Russet  Court, 

Klngswood. 

Wotton  under  Edge, 
Gloucestershire  GL12  8SG. 


Lacan  canned 

YOUR  report  that  two 
American  physicists  have 
published  an  attack  on  French 
structuralist  thought  should 
provoke  delight  and  shame 
among  British  intellectuals  — 
delight  that  someone  has  done 
It  and  shame  that  it  was  not  us 
(Think  again,  French  philoso- 
phers, October  l). 

In  1690  John  Locke  pro- 
claimed his  task  of  removing 
some  of  the  rubbish  that  lies 
in  the  way  to  knowledge"  but 
sadly  few  of  our  contempo- 
rary philosophers  have  taken 
up  the  irrational  challenge 
presented  by  that  unholy  trin- 
ity Barthes,  Lacan  and  Fou- 
cault (I  have  long  believed  the 
last  of  these  to  be  not  a man 
but  an  aptly  Indecent  pun). 

More  serious  has  been  the 
effect  of  structuralism  on  the 
teaching  of  literature  In  the 
last  two  decades  during 
which  thousands  of  students 
have  been  required  to  devote 
their  energies  to  pondering 
such  sentences  as  "Obsolete 
in  spoken  French,  the  preter- 
ite, which  is  the  cornerstone 
of  Narration,  always  signifies 
the  presence  of  Art”. 

What  many  young  students 
take  away  from  such  obscu- 
rantism is  the  firm  conviction 
that  literary  studies  are  nettl- 
ing but  a solemn  game  of 
doubtfal  meaningfulness  with 
no  relevance  to  their  own 
lives. 

(Dr>  Alan  Chedzoy. 

74  Spa  Road, 

Weymouth, 

Dorset  DT36ER. 

VHREE  cheers  for  Jon  Hen- 
I ley’s  report  on  the  Impos- 
tures Intellectuelles.  The  real 
question  Is  where  all  this  non- 
sense came  from.  The  answer 
may  lie  in  misguided  Gallic 
determination,  which  tried  to 
impose  foe  high  abstractions 
of  modern  mathematics  on  to 
French  schoolchildren  in  the 
1960s.  That  would  explain 
both  why  “post-modem"  is  a 
popular  overall  sentiment  in 
France,  and  where  these  so- 
called  “phRosophers”  picked 
up  phrases  like  "hyperspace", 
“non-Euclldean",  “foe  Axiom 
of  Choice"  etc  which,  it  is 
dear,  they  don’t  remotely 
understand. 

Chris  OrmelL 
3 Ingles  ide  Grove, 

London  SE37PH. 


Has  gay  MP  waived  his  rights? 


BEN  Bradshaw  has  only 
himself  to  blame  for  the 
fact  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
expect  him  to  take  at  least  a 
passing  interest  in  gay  issues 
(Safe  sex  on  the  agenda, 
September  30Jl  He  fought  the 
general  election  against  one  of 
the  country's  most  prominent 
homophobes.  He  was  perfectly 
happy  for  gay  rights  Issues  to 
be  discussed  In  profiles  of  him 
in  the  daily  papers.  He  was 
perfectly  happy  to  enjoy  the 
support  of  even  gay  Tories. 
Arid  he  was  happy  to  court 
publicity  for  his  rawipaign  in 
an  interview  with  Gay  Times 
earlier  this  year.  But  now  he’s 
an  MP,  he  doesn’t  want  to 
know.  And  we  are  confused. 

It’s  perfectly  possible  for  a 
gay  MP  to  have  a career  and  a 
portfolio  of  interests  beyond 
gay  civil  rights.  Just  look  at 
Chris  Smith.  His  long-stand- 
ing engagement  with  gay  and 
lesbian  community  Issues 
hasn’t  harmed  his  career. 

What  Ben  Bradshaw  needs 
to  appreciate  is  that  saying  ev- 


erything's alright  for  gay 
people  now  and  we  should  pull 
ourselves  together  is  not  a 
statement  of  a truth.  It  is  a po- 
litical position  in  itself:  which 
is  debated  at  great  length. 

If  he  wants  to  be  left  alone, 
Bradshaw  should  stay  out  of 
the  debate. 

David  Smith. 

Editor,  Gay  Times. 

Worldwide  House. 

116-134  Bayham  Street, 

London  NW1 OBA. 

IWAS  perturbed  to  read  Brad- 
shaw's erroneous  belief  that 

“Clause  28 harw  teachers 

and  others  from  reassuring 
young  people  that  it  is  OK  to 
be  gay”.  Section  28  of  foe  Local 
Government  Act  1988  does  not 
apply  to  schools  and  has  no 
bearing  on  what  can  be  said 
about  homosexuality  within 
the  school  curriculum. 

Grant  Biddle. 

Health  Promotion  specialist 
(Schools  sexual  health). 
Canterbury  & Thanet 
Community  Healthcare  Trust 


A press  code  for  the  privileged 


THE  efforts  of  Lord  Wake- 
ham  and  his  Press  Com- 
plaints Commission  col- 
leagues in  drawing  up  a new 
code  eff  practice  for  the  news- 
paper industry  regrettably  fell 
short  of  satisfying  public  in- 
terest (Leader,  September  26). 
What  have  been  described  as 
sweeping  reforms  of  rules  gov- 
erning privacy  and  harass- 
ment win,  in  reality,  add  up  to 
a very  little  for  foe  ordinary 
man  or  woman. 

It  is  worrying  what  impedi- 
ment to  responsible  investiga- 
tions of  sleaze  and  corruption 
foe  rules  on  intrusion,  privacy 
and  pursuit  will  have.  Lord 
Wakeham  also  intends  to 
force  editors  to  demand  prove- 
nance that  photographs  were 
obtained  by  correct  and  ac- 
ceptable means.  This  require- 
ment caused  me  personal 
laughter.  In  1964,  after  I had 
taken  photographs  of  the 
Queen  and  Princess  Margaret 
at  a water-skiing  session,  I 
gave  written  assurance  to  sev- 
eral Fleet  Street  editors  that 
rd  taken  the  pictures  from  a 
public  footpath.  Despite  this 
and  demonstrating  to  news- 


paper lawyers  and  the  Press 
Council  (the  PCC  in  its  previ- 
ous name)  the  numerous  van- 
tage points  along  foe  footpath 
that  allowed  one  to  take  the 
photographs,  foe  council  adju- 
dicated in  favour  of  the 
Queen-  To  my  astonishment 
they  stated  in  their  findings 
that  I had  "taken  the  photo- 
graphs surreptitiously”. 

The  PCC's  proposals  are 
more  to  do  with  appeasing  the 
royals,  palace  cronies  and 
others  in  privileged  quarters. 
The  royals  would  love  to  again 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  yester- 
year. The  sort  of  freedom  that, 
for  example,  allowed  Prince 
Philip  to  sail  off  abroad  Bri- 
tannia for  secret  holidays  in 
isolated  locations  like  foe  Ga- 
lapagos Islands  to  enable  him 
to  pursue  his  painting  and 
photography. 

Lord  Wakeham’s  recom- 
mendations would  ensure  the 
continuing  use  of  the  press  in 
the  way  it  suited  foe  privi- 
leged and  people  In  power. 
RayBellisario. 

373  Convent  Way, 

Norwood  Green, 

Middlesex  UB2  SOW. 


Secret  service 

■■OR  many  years  I have  kept 
■ a railway  timetable  handy. 
Now  winter  has  arrived  for 
the  railways  and  my  current 
timetable  is  redundant  Ear- 
lier this  week  I drove  over  20 
miles  to  Holyhead,  and  20 
miles  back  again  without  any 
timetable,  because  they  are  no 
longer  available  from  the 
Holyhead  station  railway 
booking  office,  where  I pur- 
chased the  old  timetable.  I 
drove  over  20  miles  again  yes- 
terday, to  Bangor,  and  20 
miles  home,  again  without  a 
timetable.  Why  didn't  I tele- 
phone first?  Railway  stations 
are  now  mostly  ex-directory. 

I was  told  that  John  Menzies 
now  sold  the  timetables.  But 
the  only  John  Menzies  shop  in 
north  Wales  doesn't  have 
them.  There’s  little  point  in 
running  trains  if  the  passen- 
gers don't  know  where  and 
when  the  trains  run. 

David  E Sutcliffe. 

Nicholas  Croft, 

Bull  Bay,  Amlwch, 

Isleof  Anglesay  LL689SL. 


A Country  Diary 


IF  ALL  students  should  pay 
tuition  fees  because  foe.  av- 
erage graduate  will  earn  20' 
percent  more  (Helping  Emma . 
to  university,  October  IX  then 
presumably  all  men  should 
pay  more  than  women,  all 
white  people  more  than  those 
from  ethnic  minorities,  and 
so  on.  because  average  earn- 
ing expectations  are  greater 
among  those  groups.  , 

An  average  Is  a poor  basis 
on  which  to.base  a universal 
policy.  It  Ignores  students 
who  wifi  repay  society  by 
using  their  skills  In  the  car- 
ing services,  where  they  will 
earn  less  than  many  who  left 
school  at  16.  They  may  never 
earn  enough  to  have  to  start 
paying  back  foe  loan,  but  foe 
debt  will  always  be  a heavy 
burden.  There  is  already  an 
efficient  system  for  charging 
those  who  do  earn  more, 
whether  as  a result  of  hard 
study,  or  simply  by  good  for- 
tune. All  the  Government  has 
to  do  is  apply  it  fairly.  It  is 
known  as  income  tax. 
AlanDockree.  .... 

4 Douglas.  Close, 

Worthing,.. .. 

West  Sussex  BNU  5LF.  * 

IN  YOUR  Leader  (October  l) 
you  say  that  Labour  is'right 
to  introduce  tuition  fees  be- 
cause universities  are  in  dire 
financial  straits.  The  question 
is,  who  is  best  placed  to  pro- 
vide this  money?  Students, 
who  have  no  money;  tl^eir 
parents  who  may  or  may  not 
have  money,  or  people  p^ud 
over  £50,000  a year  who,  ipso 
fodo.  do  have  money? 

Trevor  Bench-Capon. 

Dept  of  Computer  Science,  : 
University  of  Liverpool  ; 
Liverpool  L69  7ZF. 

\ A /HERE  does  David  Blun- 
VVkett  get  the  idea  that  a 
degree  commands  a high  sal- 
ary? (Blunkett  gives  no 
ground  to  critics,  September 
29).  I have  a Bachelor's  and  a 
Master’s  degree  and  debts  of 
thousands  of  pounds.  The 
most  an  employer  has  ever 
paid  for  my  abilities  Is  £3.75 
an  hour  (equivalent  to  £7,215 
a year).  This  temporary  job 
lasted  six  weeks  and  the  Job- 
centre  now  tells  me  I must  ac- 
cept £3u50  an  hour. 

Claire  Gulliver. 

16  Mead  Park  Close, 
Bickington,  Barnstaple, 

Devon  EC31 2PE. 

I HAVE  taught  in  universi- 
ties in  the  US  for  27  years 
and  I have  seen  students  with 
nothing,  from  the  “back  of  be- 
yond", work  their  way 
through  four  or  more  years  of 
study.  They  know  they  are 
the  lucky  ones. 

David  2 Claris©. 

8 Palace  Gardens. 

Royston  SG8  5AD. 


ACHVANERAN:  One  of  the 
reasons  there  are  so  many 
ducks,  geese  and  chickens  in 
the  paddock  is  that  unless  a 
bird  is  suffering  I cannot 
bring  myself  to  kill  it  by  any 
method.  The  end  result  is 
large  numbers  of  birds  that 
are  unproductive  as  far  as 
eggs  are  concerned.  And 
those  that  are  laying  do  not 
compensate  for  the  amount  of 
food  that  needs  to  be  pur. 
chased.  Recently  we  have 
tried  a new  approach;  after 
trying  to  sell  birds  at  a 
reasonable  price  with  no  suc- 
cess, a very  low  price  was 
advertised  and  the  birds  went 
quickly.  The  Indian  runner 
ducks  that  were  killed  by  a 
pine  marten  have  been 
replaced  and  the  old  hutch  is 
being  renovated  to  make  it  as 
marten-proof  as  we  can,  bear- 
ing in  mind  how  small  a hole 
is  needed  by  these  animal^  for 
access. 

We  have  also  been  trying  to 

cut  down  on  food  by  placing 
food  containers  in  the 
hutches  at  night,  although  I 
still  leave  out  one  container 


with  whole  wheat  fc 
small  birds  at  first  li£ 
fore  the  poultry  are  1 
Three  evenings  ago  I ’ 
the  birds  away  for  foe 
and  thought  foe  ducks 
a little  skittish  for 
reason.  There  are  too 
khaki  campbells  to  co 
the  brown  bodies  rus 
the  three  hutches,  but  ] 
not  hear  any  others.  Aj 
later  I went  down  in 
paddock  with  a torch 
check  and  when  I was 
10  yards  from  the  fe 
switched  foe  torch  o 
there  feeding  on  foe 
wheat  was  a badger.  Wi 
looking  at  each  other 
while  and  then  the  : 
thought  better  of  it  and 
shambled  off  down  th* 
into  the  darkness.  Ha 
that  it  felt  it  had  to  a 

meant  it  no  harm. 


(A  compilation  ey 

Country  Diaries 
years  has  Just  b, 
by  Colin  Baxter 
Ltd,  at  £9.95) 
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Diary 


Norman 

i 

^pHOSE  confkised  Into 

■ imagining  chess  a 

J"  JM*  cerebral  game 

gould  study  the  recent^ 
g^opean  cup  match  be- 

^tSSSSS^SST 

nwfcen  Slough's  Aaron 
, lte  ™»%a  his  moves,  as 

pKSssssa-1* 

aras  lu  the  air,  at  which 
wraz  s non-playing  captain 
^ter  Fetter  rushed  up  be- 
wad  SmnmerscaJe,  poked 

him  m the  back,  swore  at 
him  and  started  his  clock, 

even  though  it  was  not  the 

Englishman's  move.  Con- 
MUi^the  uige  “to  thump 
him  , Mr  Summerscale 
stopped  the  clock,  and  sum- 
numed  arbiter  Robert 
Wade,  who  restored  order  to 
pe  proceedings.  Not,  alas, 
for  long.  When  Felsburger 

again  refused  to  record  his 

moves,  Mr  Summerscale 
once  again  stopped  the 
clocks  and  complained. 

Back  charged  Mr  Fetter  to 
restart  the  clocks,  at  which 
Mr  Wade  ordered  him  from 
me  room.  Fetter  refused- 
hut  it  was  only  when  he  tore 
up  a hurriedly  typed  protest 
tram  Slough  captain  Tony 
Miles  that  the  match  was 
awarded  to  Slough.  We 
await  news  of  the  Austrian 
appeal. 

AT  the  Advertising 
Standards  Agency 
party  in  Brighton  on 
Tuesday,  eyebrows  were 
raised  at  the  behaviour  of 
Mandy  Mandelson.  Mandy 
turned  up  to  do  some  greet- 
ing and  pressing  ofhands, 
but  did  not,  in  the  event, 
stay  long.  “He  came  in, 
drink  in  hand,”  says  one  ob- 
server. “&w  Diane  Abbott, 
and  walked  out  backwards. 

He  was  in' and  out  in  less 
than60  seconds." 



■VUB  picture  of  Mr  and 
■ Mik  Tony  Blair  at 
■ prayer  in  St  Peter’s 
Church!  Brighton,  last  Sun- 
day was  very  touching,  bat 
some  m ay  have  wondered 
howsu  ban  intrusive  snap 
carnets  be  taken.  Oddly 
enougi , the  photographers 
wereii  vited  into  the 
church  by  Mr  Blair's 
people!  and  while  they  stood 
at  the  iack  a Labour  press 
| told  them  to  stand  on 
the  pews  to  get  a better  pic- 
ture. Although  many  were 
too  embarrassed  to  do  90, 
some  (lid,  and  the  congrega- 
tion were  not  happy  at  alL 
fthe  vicar  said:  “The 
pap./,  the  photographers 
will  he  lea ving  very-soon/1 
jone  in  church  ap- 
plauded (although  whether 
the  Blairs  joined  in  is  un- 
i).  Poor  old  photogra- 
, then,  victims  of  a 
: case  of  public  figures 
intruding  on  the  privacy  of 
joi 

■+ 

’again,  contro- 
versy attaches  itself 
to  sane  and  rational 
I Johnson.  In  his  new 
, he  translates  “ich  bin 
f Berliner”  as  “I  am  a 
>urger”.  JFK’s  gram- 
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Who  governs  Britain: 
parliament  or  people? 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


'HEN  the  People’s 
Party  was  Old 
Labour,  the  label 
_ . _ was  a class  state- 

ment The  people  were  outside 
the  power  elite  and  Labour 
represented  them.  Ranged 
against  the  governing  classes, 
the  people  stood  for  equality 
and  fraternity,  and  sometimes 
even  liberty.  They  were  the 
under-recognised  majority, 
now,  with  the  help  of  Attlee, 
Bevin  and  the  rest  empow- 
ered to  fight  back:  the  out- 
siders whose  struggle  was  to 
get  in. 

The  people's  party,  New 
Labour-style,  is  the  opposite. 
The  People  now  refers  not  to 
the  excluded  but  to  an  the  pop- 
ulation. It’s  a megalomanic 
claim,  and  gratifies  a lot  of 
needs.  New  Labour  is  New 
Britain,  all  the  New  British 
who  reckon  to  count  for  some- 
thing: Most  of  those  at  the 
Brighton  conference  bask  in 
the  warmth  of  a collective  in- 
voked by  leadership  speakers 
several  hundred  times  this 
week.  The  People's  endorse- 
ment is  stamped  on  every  de- 


cision. Personally,  it  gives  me 
the  creeps. 

Those  who  keep  going  on 
about  the  people,  first  of  all, 
have  no  sense  of  history.  The 
marketing  brilliance  It  took  to 
capture  and  transform  a piece 
of  old  Labourite  language  is 
less  compelling  than  the  mem- 
ory of  where  People's  Democ- 
racies began.  Sound-bite  theft 
is  all  very  well,  but  when  Cor- 
don Brown  refers  to  "the  three 
modernisations'',  Has  he  for- 
gotten what  China  was  actu- 
ally like  under  Mao  and  Deng? 
The  great  leap  forward  to  the 
People's  Democracy  of  Britain 
can't  be  far  behind. 

In  Blairitc  usage,  Iht*  people 
are  benign.  Copious  repetition 
is  meant  to  amplify  what  hap- 
pened on  May  l.  Having  won 
an  election,  Mr  Blair  is  en- 
titled to  remind  us  he  spoke 
for  the  people,  and  to  do  every- 
thing he  can  to  deepen  their 
Interest  In  government.  He  de- 
plores the  cynicism  of  the  age, 
and  can’t  believe  how  many 
citizens  seem  disaffected  The 
people's  mandate  is  a legiti- 
mate route  to  the  people's  in- 
volvement Telling  people  that 
government  is  theirs  not  ours, 
as  he  kept  on  doing  this  week, 
is  (me  way  to  maximise  their 
enlistment  in  the  project 

But  what  project  exactly, 
have  they  signed  up  for?  Is 
this  a case  of  the  people  telling 
ministers  what  to  do,  or  of 
ministers  announcing  what 
the  people  are  supposed  to 
have  decided?  Who  defines  the 
popular  will?  Is  it  topdown  or 


bottom-up?  History  overflows 
with  cases  where  the  first 
masquerades  as  the  second. 
They  call  it  political  leader- 
ship. But  the  cooption  of  the 
people  behind  every  decision 
is  the  start  of  something 
slippery. 

The  People  is  the  oldest 
weapon  of  the  demagogue.  Mr 

Blair  is  a scrupulous  man,  and 
his  programme  so  far  gives  no 
offence  to  majority  opinion. 
But  if  everything  is  done  in 
the  name  of  the  majority, 
where  are  the  limits?  What 
the  people  give  they  can  take 
away,  and  when  the  people  are 
summoned  in  support  of  one 
policy,  why  can't  they  demand 
their  sny  In  another?  After  the 
People's  Lottery,  why  not  the 
People’s  Gallows?  It  is.  after 
all,  what  the  people  seem  to 
want. 

If  the  people  are  the  source 
of  every  piece  of  legislative 
wisdom,  from  tuition  fees  to 
an  independent  Rank,  what 
price  minority  causes  that  the 
majority  take  no  part  in? 
When  the  people's  will  is  the 
supreme  test,  why  should  the 
Government  give  a single  cent 
to  Covent  Garden  opera?  How 
long  will  they  go  on  doing  so, 
when  lottery  handouts  are 
being  connected  in  Blair's 
own  rhetoric  with  required 
proofs  of  mass  support?  As  for 
Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
they’re  on  the  way  to  being 
deposed  for  the  crime  of  being 
places  of  elitist  education. 
From  The  People,  it's  a short 
stride  to  populism,  the  politi- 


cal stance  whose  defining 
claim  is  to  be  the  creed  of  ma- 
jorities whom  the  elite  has 
conspired  to  suppress.  Popu- 
lism Is  an  ugly  phenomenon, 
often  based  on  bogus  claims. 
It's  not  merely  about  major- 
ities, but  about  ma- 

jority support  for  opinions 
hitherto  given  only  minority 
credence:  Euro-phobia,  for  ex- 
ample, or  censorship,  or  a host 
of  other  illiberal  positions. 

Mrs  Thatcher  never  deigned 
to  Invoke  The  People,  but  she 
prided  herself  on  all  these 
branches  of  populism.  Mr 
Blair  would  digr-iatm  all  popu- 
lism. but  where  does  his  rev- 
erence for  The  People  end? 

The  people’s  Britain,  as  he 
deploys  it.  runs  against  the 
groin  of  British  life  and  the 
British  constitution.  The 
People  is  an  entity  that  sits 
easily  with  direct  democracy 
but  is  out  of  place  in  the  par- 
liamentary system  as  hitherto 
understood.  Here  the  popular 
will  works  through  the  filter 
of  representative  democracy. 


These  incessant 
references  to  The 
People  are  a ploy. 
The  people  are 
being  told  what  is 
good  for  them 


Parliament,  not  The  People,  is 
sovereign:  an  arrangement 
that  constrains  the  power  of 
demagogues  and  protects  mi- 
norities ajpdnst  coarse  major- 
ity self-interest. 

It  is  possible  that  New 
Labour  wishes  to  give  more 
formal  recognition  to  The 
People.  Some  of  their  leaders 
talked,  before  the  election,  nf 
the  case  for  more  plebiscitary 
democracy.  More  refer  en- 
dums  are  coming  forth  from 
this  Government  than  any  in 
history,  often  rightly.  It’s  be- 
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ginning  to  seem  more  likely  M — M. — — JL— ^ 

than  not  that  both  the  Euro-  II  TQ  I ilf* 

peon  single  currency  and  the  UCII I W lw  M 

Westminster  electoral  sysem 

will  be  submitted  to  popular ■ g — m M 

°siar before  ,he  mUSIC  OT 

But  the  yen  for  by-passing 
Parliament  spreads  wider.  At- 

ready  the  House  of  Commons,  flUTTlI  SISICK 
which  must  be  called,  in  New  ■ M vfl  % 

Labour  parlance,  the  nation's 
elected  focus-group,  is  sched- 
uled for  displacement  In  cer- 
tain of  its  functions  by  5J500 
nominees:  the  new  supreme 
focus-group,  paid  out  of  gov- 
ernment funds,  to  keep  minis- 
ters in  touch  with  what  the 
people  are  really  thinking. 

Nothing  yet  happening  is 
the  product  of  bad  intentions. 

Mr  Blair  passionately  desires 
to  get  the  people  involved.  Nor 
are  his  poses  of  humility  a 
sham.  He  thinks  he  has  been 
entrusted  with  a sacred  duty. 

All  the  same,  *hpsp  Incessant 
references  to  The  People  are  a 
ploy.  The  people  are  being  told 
what  is  good  for  them,  and 
then  being  exalted  as  the 
authors  of  policies  they've  had 
none  but  the  vaguest  role  in 
putting  together.  All  critics, 
including  those  in  Parliament, 
are  in  danger  of  being  swept 
aside  by*  a version  of  demo- 
cratic bullying,  the  hauteur  of 
the  masses  harnessed  to  carry 
an  before  It 

Every  time  I heard  about 
The  People  this  week,  I felt 
more  Inclined  to  reach  for  my 
book  of  quotations.  Alcuin 
(735-804  AD)  was  a useful  start 
“Those  people  should  not  be 
listened  to  who  keep  saying 
the  voice  of  the  people  is  the 
voice  of  God,  since  the  riotous- 
ness of  the  crowd  is  always 
very  close  to  madness.”  Or 
what  about  Francis  Bacon 
(1561-1625):  “To  worship  the 
people  is  to  he  worshipped.” 

Better  still,  a more  recent  epi- 
grammist  ( fl  1979-90)  can  be 
adapted:  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  The  People.  There  are 
individual  men  and  women. 

Everything  else  is  faintly  sin- 
ister artifice. 


&fer  CKatfce*. 

Alex  Brummer  reveals  the  dangers  of  the  Chancellor’s  habit  of 


was  wrong,  but  as  Peter  bundling  aside  Treasury  and  Bank  officials,  and  relying  on  advisers 


[writes  from  North- 
i to  confirm,  what  he 
’ said  was  “I  am  a 
rat".  There  is  no  ne- 
iaf  the  President  ever 
j to  be  a hamburger, 

l when  giving  his  State 

fthe  Union  address,  and 
anl  has  committed  an- 
• howler.  

70  press  releases 
offer  the  chance  to 
plug  colleagues,  past 

, [present.  Something 

Icalled  GPC  Connect  “is 
/proud  to  present  Martin 
' Linton  WDP  and  the  Batter- 
sea Crooners'  Last  Night 
Bash”  at  the  Metropole 
hotel  in  Brighton  tomorrow 
night.  “The  theme  of  the 
party  will  be  a pob  sing- 
alone  with  Mr  Idnton  play- 
ing the  piano,  and  the  Bat- 
tersea Crooners  leading  the 
assembled  multitude  in  a 
wide  variety  of  songs.  ” 
Martin,  who  worked  for  the 
Guardian  before  winning 
Battersea  South,  is  half 

Swedish,  so  stand  by  for 

plenty  of  Abba.  The  second 
press  release  comes  with  a 

CD  of  classical  music  est 
titled  Malcolm  Gluck’s  Vin- 

tageClassicsC^Magical 

music  to  accompany  won- 
derful wines”)  and  to  this 
we  will  be  returning. 

linNewYorksay 
' that  mongrel  PUPPY 
JToJo  is  recovering 
well  after  surgery  on  a 

tumour,  reports  Dogs 
Today,  However,  the  maga- 
2±aehaiB  no  word  as  to  the 
comdahmofDorlsMUler. 
Mrs  M3Her,towfaose  six 
year  bid  dfogfcter  JoJo  be- 
longs.raised  the  £16,000 far 
theoperation  by  selling  one 
of  her  kidneys. 


Gordon’s  gambles 

G 


ORDON  BROWN 
has  had  enough  to 
do  in  Brighton 
this  week  with 
_ his  major  address 

on  the  theme  of  full  employ- 
ment and  his  more  inspira- 
tional talk  to  Tribune  on  pov- 
erty. But  between  these 
formal  assignments  the  Chan- 
cellor has  b een  faced  with  an 
even  more  delicate  task:  calm- 
ing the  financial  markets 
after  one  of  the  most  high-risk 
leaks  of  recent  times.  The  FT 
report  of  six  days  ago  that 
Britain  is  contemplating  ear- 
jleHhttKxpected  entry  into 
European  Monetary  Union 
pawegri  3 monumental  shift  on 
the  markets,  raising  the  value 
of  shares  by  a record  £32 
billion,  sending  the  pound 
sharply  downwards  and  lead- 
ing to  allegations  that  at  least 
one  investment  house  — 
Goldman  Sachs  — had  wind 


of  what  was  happening. 

The  origins  of  the  report 
which  caused  this  turmoil 
remain  steeped  in  mystery, 
with  the  Chancellor  declaring 
in  Brighton  that  the  account 
was  “made  up",  even  though 
the  writer  has  been  respon- 
sible for  a series  of  breathtak- 
ing scoops,  including  chunks 


of  Mr  Brown’s  first  budget  on 
the  day  that  he  delivered  it  to 
the  Commons.  It  was  only 
because  the  Tories  were  so 
enfeebled  at  the  time  that  this 
event  flailed  to  turn  into  a full- 
scale  budget  leak  inquiry. 

As  anyone  who  watched  the 
first  of  two  fly-on-the-wall 
documentaries  on  Gordon 
Brown,  broadcast  by  ITV  this 
week,  will  realise  Mr  Brown 
has  brought  a dynamic  new 
approach  to  policymaking-  In- 
stead of  depending  on  the 
tried  and  trusted  and  some- 
times lumbering  machinery 


of  Treasury,  he  has  come  to 
rely  heavily  an  two  key  advi- 
sers, Ed  Balls,  a former  FT 
leader  writer  now  jokingly  de- 
scribed by  his  peers  as  the 
real  Chancellor,  and  his  press 
adviser  Charlie  Whelan,  who 
unashamedly  acknowledged 
on  television  that  he  is  some- 
times economical  with  the 
truth:  a disclosure  which  does 
not  necessarily  help  in  build- 
ing credence  to  policy. 

In  many  ways  the  sheer 
audacity  and  energy  of  Mr 
Brown  and  his  two  advisers 
has  been  breathtakingiy  bold. 
In  a matter  of  months  they 
have  given  operational  inde- 
pendence to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, swept  away  the  old,  dis- 
credited order  of  self- 
regulation in  the  City, 
imposed  the  windfall  tax  on 
the  much  derided  utilities 
and  set  in  motion  a process  of 
clearing  the  debt  of  the 


world's  poorest  countries  by 
the  year  2000.  Arguably  an 
agenda  which  is  so  radical 
and  fhr  reaching  could  not 
have  been  implemented  with- 
out going  around  the  tradi- 
tional Treasury,  Bank  of  Eng- 
land and  City  machinery.  But 
in  concentrating  decision 
making  in  so  few  hands  and 


Curse  of  the  child  El  Nino 


David  Plate  declares  that,  yes,  there®  a 

global  conspiracy-chief  beneficiary,  the  US 


fitouKef«aoR»To^noe^r 

1 TO  TO. 
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PERHAPS  every  era 
gets  the  weather  it  de- 
serves. Drought  and 
dost  storms  coincided  wan 
the  Great  Depression. 
Earth's  weather  was  nnium- 
aUy  ‘ tranquil  during  the 
tranquil  SOs,  unusually 
chaotic  during  the  Jjaotic 
70s.  So  it’s  fitting  El 

NULo  should  return  this 

autumn,  its  third  visit  pi 
the  decade.  El  Nino  ^ 
weather  for  the  90s. 
weather  for  an  age  of  con- 
spiracy theories.  

As  anyone  who  s tuned  to 
to  a weather  forecast! Bus 
month  knows,  El  *J“5Lha 
“the  child,”  as 

srasss-5--* 


era  Pacific 

mastime.  This  Chnstchild 
is  a monster-  Every  three  to 
eight  years,  tor  some  bus*- 
pUcable  reason,  toe  trade 
winds  that  usually  blow 

westftaniSa^Am^cato 

Australia  subside.  So  toe 
warm  waters  of  tof 
__a  pool  the  size  of  Canada 
— drift  east  toward  South 
America.  The  result:  world- 
wide weather  chaos. 

There  is  goodrea^nto 
worry.  Ufa  eastern  Pacific 

Cheated  fester  toisywr 

than  at  any  tune  in 

recorded  MS® 

1097  promises  to  be  toe 
^ SrSmetic  e^nt 
nf  the  century,  surpass™® 
even  El  Nlfio 
which  Wiled  thousands  and 
caused  £8  billion  in  damage. 


El  KBfio  is  toe  Trilateral 
Commission  of  earth 
science,  the  Bilderberg 
Group  of  climatology.  It  ex- 
plains everything.  El  Mfio 
can  be  blamed  for  (at  least 
partially):  drought  in  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand,  Thai- 
land, Malaysia,  and  Papua 
New  Guinea;  the  forest  fires 
in  Indonesia;  famine  in 
North  Korea;  hurricanes 
along  the  US  Pacific  coast; 
the  disappearance  of  hurri- 
canes along  its  Atlantic 
Coast;  a mild  winter  in  toe 
Northeast  US,  a harsh  win- 
ter in  the  Southeast  US,  the 
failure  of  the  fish  harvest  in 
South  America.  El  Nino 
seems  to  determine  toe  cof- 
fee production  of  Sumatra 
and  toe  cocoa  production  of 
the  Ivory  Coast  It  appears 
to  spark  epidemics  of  en- 
cephalitis, cholera,  hanta- 
virus, bubonic  plague,  rat- 
tlesnake attacks  and  shark 
attacks.  Despite  Implicating 


using  sensitive  economic  and 
financial  information  in  an 
overtly  political  way  the 
Brown  group  have  opened  a 
huge  breach  with  the  very 
officials  who  clapped  them 
into  the  Treasury  on  May  1, 
and  the  Bank  of  England  lead- 
ership which,  curiously 
enough,  it  has  empowered. 

Given  what  has  been 
achieved  it  may  not  seem  that 
important  that  the  permanant 
secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
historically  one  of  the  most 
powerful  figures  in  govern- 
ment, has  effectively  been 


El  NSfio  In  all  these  varied 
weather  crimes,  scientists 
know  surprisingly  little 
about  It.  This  year’s  El  Mfio 
is  toe  first  major  one  to 
have  been  forecast.  It  used 
to  arrive  every  five  to  eight 
years;  recently  it's  been 
pnmfrng  every  three  to  five 
years. 

Scientists  are  befuddled 
about  tts  relationship  (If 
any)  to  global  wanning: 

some  say  global  wanning  is 

making  El  Nino  more 
severe;  others  say  K1  Nino  is 
making  global  warming 
more  severe. 

(El  Nino  is  a darling  of 
greenhouse  sceptics  be- 
cause It  shows  how  mighty 
Mother  Nature  is  compared 
with  man.  If  El  Nino,  a nat- 
ural phenomenon  we  oon  t 
understand  and  can't  con- 
trol,  ran  shift  woAJwMe 
temperatures  and  rainfall 
dramatically,  wre  should 
hesitate  before  blaming  op 
own  carbon  diraade  enus- 
sfons  for  toe  world’s  ills.) 

There  is  one  other  reason 
why  El  Nlfio  is  * fitting 
weather  pattern  for  the  age: 


sidelined  as  an  administrator, 
that  all  policy  papers  have  to 
pass  through  the  logjam  of  the 
desk  of  Ed  Balls  before  reach- 
ing the  Chancellor’s  office; 
that  senior  Treasury  officials 
briefing  on  important  techni- 
cal issues  are  interrupted  by 
Brown  advisers  who  see  it  as 
their  duty  to  constantly 
remind  people  of  the  Chancel- 
lor’s personal  role  in  policy- 
making  or  that,  in  at  least  one 
case,  loyal  public  servants 
have  been  bundled  aside. 

But  certainly,  over  the 
longer  haul,  the  Govern- 
ment’s apparently  careless 
handling  of  sensitive  finan- 
cial information  could  prove 
disastrous.  Disparaging  com- 
ments made  about  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Bank  of  England. 
Eddie  George,  at  title  moment 
Of  City  reform,  drew  the 
strongest  rebukes  from 
around  the  City  and  even  dec- 
larations of  support  from 
tight-lipped  central  bankers 
In  Basle.  Tbe  euro  leak, 
which  has  dominated  talk  and 
comment  in  the  City  for 
nearly  a week,  has  allowed 
unsubstantiated  speculation 

— that  some  financial  houses 
with  favoured  contacts  knew 
of  the  policy  change  to  come 

— to  fester  and  gain  accep- 
tance at  the  highest  levels. 

The  real  tear  In  the  finan- 
cial community  is  that  In 
making  policy  on  the  hoof 
without  careful  thought  and 
study,  the  Labour  economic 
team  — in  which  so  much 
hope  and  has  been  invested — 
may  be  making  a classic  mis- 
take on  scale  equal  to  John 
Major’s  entry  into  the  ex- 
change rate  mpphaniwn  in 
October  2990. 

The  fear  is  that  ministers, 
having  seen  the  dramatic  im- 
pact they  can  create  on  mar- 
kets by  simply  leaking  infor- 
mation about  EMU  entry, 
may  decide  that  the  best  way 
of  getting  the  value  of  the 
pound  down  (it  is  too  high  for 
exporters)  may  be  to  make  a 
declaration  on  EMU  entry  as 
a substitute  for  thoughtful 
policymaking. 

The  keys  to  Britain’s  entry 
into  monetary  union  will  be 
lining  up  the  UK’s  economic 
cycle  with  that  of  our  part- 
ners; overcoming  the  UK’s 
proclivity  to  high  Inflation 
and  a conviction  that  rigid 
labour  markets  in  Europe 
have  become  sufficiently 
supple  to  deal  with  a single 
currency.  In  this  broader  con- 
text the  private  meandeiings 
of  policy  advisers  add  little  to 
the  credibility  of  the  policy- 
making process. 


David  McKie 


on  balance,  it  rewards 
America  at  the  expense  of 
the  rest  of  the  world.  In 
Africa,  Australia,  India, 
and  Southeast  Asia,  El  Nino 
parches  land,  devastates 
crops,  and  causes  famine. 
About  300,000  people  In 
Papna  New  Guinea  are 
starving  because  of  the  1997 
El  Nifio.  In  Sooth  America, 
El  Nino  destroys  the  fishing 
industry:  Fern’s  economy 
shrank  5 per  cent  during 
the  1982  El  Jfino.  But  fewer 
hurricanes  will  strike  the 
Atlantic  coast  this  year, 
fewer  tornadoes  will  touch 
down  is  the  Midwest,  and 
more  rain  will  fall  on  the 
Southwest.  Mild  winters  in 
tbe  North  and  East  will 
save  billions  on  heating 
hills.  Thanks  to  the  north- 
ward migration  of  Pacific 
marlin,  California  sport 
fishermen  will  have  an 
annus  mirabilus.  And  as  for 
the  surfing,  it  will  be 
awesome. 
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EXT  WEEK  the  televi- 
sion version  of 
Anthony  Powell’s  se- 
quence of  novels,  A Dance  To 
Tbe  Music  Of  Time,  begins  on 
Channel  4.  Various  news 
paper  previews  have  already 
appeared,  concentrating 
rather  too  much  on  the  search 
for  the  real-life  people  on 
whom  Powell  based  his  char- 
acters — especially  the  appall- 
ing comic-sinister  figure  of 
Kenneth  Widmerpool.  Other 
familiar  complaints  have 
been  given  a fresh  airing  too. 
Powell  relies  too  much  on  co- 
incidence; he  dwells  too  much 
on  a narrow,  privileged 
world . . . 

This  last  brought  a protest 
from  the  actor  James  Purefoy. 
a distant  relation  of  Powell, 
who  plays  the  young  Nicholas 
Jenkins  (the  narrator  and 
Powell's  alter  ego).  "It’s  silly 
for  people  to  complain  that 
it’s  snobbish  and  all  about 
middle-class  people,”  Purefoy 
is  quoted  as  saying.  “He  could 
just  as  easily  have  set  the 
story  in  a different  milieu  — 
in  a mining  community,  for 
instance.” 

rm  not  sure  that  many  of 
Powell’s  characters  would 
care  to  have  themselves  as- 
signed to  the  middle  class.  Yet 
the  notion  of  Music  Of  Time 
transposed  to  a mining  com- 
munity is  a very  intriguing 
one.  By  a happy  coincidence. 
I’ve  been  sent  a sheaf  of 
papers  found  recently  on  a 
rubbish  heap  somewhere  near 
Frame.  Apparently  an  early 
draft  of  Powell's  12-volume 
masterpiece,  they  include  a 
long  episode  set  In  a mining 
village  called  Gormley  in  Lan- 
cashire. The  sequence  — pro- 
visionally titled:  A March  To 
The  Music  Of  Grime  — be- 
gins, like  the  published  ver- 
sion. with  Jenkins  and  his 
friends  Stringham  and 
Templer  in  the  sixth  form  erf  a 
school  which  the  book  does 
not  name,  but  is  dearly  Eton. 
The  story  begins  to  diverge  in 
the  second  : novel  — now 
known  as  A Buyer’s  Market 
— at  roughly  the  point  where 
Jenkins,  wanting  back  with 
Widmerpool  from  the  Hunter- 
combes'  dance  at  Eaton 
Square,  bumps  first  into  E 
Bosworth  Deacon,  an  incom- 
petent painter  who’s  there  to 
sell  a paper  called  War  Never 
Pays!  with  a fellow  pacifist 
called  Gypsy  Jones,  and  then 
into  Stringham.  in  the  book, 
he  goes  on  with  Stringham  to 
a party  at  MfUy  Andriadis's. 
In  the  version  now  before  me, 
however,  such  a wave  of  disil- 
lusion engulfs  him  at  the  shal- 
lowness of  fashionable  Lon- 
don society  that  he  takes  a cab 
to  Euston,  catches  the  first 


train  to  Lancashire  and  cakes 
a job  in  the  local  plL 

The  conditions  of  life  under- 
ground are  sketched  with  a 
power  ami  vividness  which 
recalls  that  Powell  was  at 
Eton  with  Orwell.  Jenkins 
finite  himwlf  working  along- 
side a taciturn  fellow  called 
Purves,  whom  he  begins  to 
question  about  his  kinsfolk. 
Could  he  be  related  — a 
cousin  perhaps?  — to  Tigger 
Purves,  younger  son  of  the 
late  Lord  Leytonstone,  who 
used  to  be  married  to  the  Hon 
Constance  Waterworth- 
Cruxnp,  but  has  lately  run  off 
with  a woman  called  Vesta 
Slocombe?  But  all  he  gets  in 
return  — as  if,  he  muses,  the 
foetid  air  of  the  place  rationed 
every  response  to  a mere 
brace  of  syllables  — is  a gruff 
invitation  to  take  his  chatter 
elsewhere. 

Jenkins  now  becomes 
aware  of  a stumbling,  cheer- 
fully cursing  young  man  on 
his  right,  apparently  ill- 
equipped  for  the  job  of  hewing 
ooaL  He  looks,  Jenkins  muses, 
like  something  out  erf  Ariosto 
or  Jonathan  Swift,  or  one  of 
those  stricken  victims  in  Ma- 
saccio's Expulsion  from  Para- 
dise in  the  Santa  Maria  del 
Carmine,  Florence.  It  is 
Stringham,  who  has  taken  a 
job  in  the  colliery  in  the  hope 
of  paying  his  debts.  Jenkins 
exclaims  at  the  unexpected 
coincidence  which  has 
brought  them  together. 
Together,  they  recall  the  last 
time  they’d  met,  at  a Maltese 
restaurant  in  Balham,  to 
which  they’d  repaired  with 
tbe  critic  J G Quiggin,  Wid- 
merpool's  mother.  Sir  Hamil- 
ton Harty.  Douglas  Jardine 
and  others. 

UT  Stringham  says  this 
is  only  the  half  of  it 
“Just  wait  until  the 
night  shift  comes  on!”  he  ex- 
claims. Among  those  due  to 
report,  Stringham  discloses, 
are  Le  Bas.  their  Eton  house- 
master, the  scheming  Oxford 
don  SUlery.  the  prominent 
ne'er-do-well  Dicky  Omfra- 
ville  and  the  entertainer  Max 
Pilgrim.  The  composer,  Hugh 
Moreland,  he  adds,  has  a sur- 
face job,  and  is  at  this  moment 
rehearsing  the  colliery  band 
in  a programme  of  music  by 
Sousa. 

As  they 'muse  over  these 
events,  Jenkins  suddenly  sees 
before  him  a face  as  contorted 
by  rage  as  that  of  Adamastor 
In  the  Los  lad  of  Camoens.  It 
is,  he  reflects,  as  if  the  whole 
malign  geography  of  this 
underground  hell  had  con- 
trived to  produce  an  appari- 
tion of  even  more  immanent 
menace.  It  is  WidmerpooL 
He’s  the  newly  appointed 
overseer,  and  orders  them 
baCk  to  work  an  pain  of  in- 
stant dismissal-  At  this  point, 
the  manuscript  stops.  Its 
abandonment  marks  the  end 
of  Powell's  Social  Realist 
period,  and  he  took  it  no  fur- 
ther. Except  that  in  bis  dili- 
gent hand  the  author  has  sub- 
scribed: people  should  write 
about  things  they  know  about 
take  this  to  be  a line  from 
Suetonius. 
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Graeme  McDonald 


Star  behind  the 


TV  screen 
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GRAEME  McDon- 
ald, who  has  died 
aged  67,  was  a 
television  pro- 
ducer and  execu- 
tive who  rarely  attracted 
headlines  but  in  achievement 
was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful and  admired  of  all  time. 
Though  drama  was  his  princi- 
pal Interest  — the  writers  he 
fostered  over  the  years  in- 
cluded Nigel  Kneale,  Dennis 
Potter,  David  Mercer,  Simon 
Gray  and  Fay  Weldon  — he 
was  just  as  good  a judge,  and 
champion,  of  documentary, 
music  and  comedy. 

Indeed,  he  began  his  career 
in  comedy.  At  Cambridge, 
where  he  was  sent  by  the  Shell 
company  to  read  natural 
sciences  and  geology,  he  de- 
voted more  time  to  the  Cam- 
bridge Footlights  and  their 
annual  revue.  He  joined  Gra- 
nada as  a trainee  director  and 
in  the  late  1950s  was  supposed 
to  have  worked  on  the  hoary  1 
service-life  comedy  The  Army 
Came.  Granada's  programme , 
index  fails  to  name  McDonald 


In  this  connection,  but  he  cer- 
tainly worked  on  Mess  Mates, 
a I960  sitcom  set  aboard  a 
tramp  steamer,  and  directed  a 
one-off  written  by  Barry  Took, 
Tea  at  the  Ritz,  about  a a seedy 
little  cinema-  His  opportunity 
to  try  more  serious  drama 
came  in  1963  with  the  eight- 
play  series  77ie  Victorians, 
i which  scored  an  unexpected 
success.  McDonald  directed 
two  of  them. 

Three  years  later  he  moved 
to  the  BBC  as  producer,  at 
first,  of  the  little  plays  which 
went  out  under  the  banner  of 
Thirty  Minute  Theatre  and 
gave  several  aspirants  (no- 
tably Top  Stoppard)  their  first 
chance.  At  this  time  the  BBC’s 
famous  (or  infamous)  seasons 
of  The  Wednesday  Play  and  its 
successor.  Play  for  Today , con- 
stituted the  front  line  of  TV 
drama,  the  zone  where  all  the 
new  ideas  were  tried,  all  the 
daring  advances  made.  The 
first  to  bear  McDonald’s  name 
as  producer  was  Sleeping  Dog, 
by  Simon  Gray.  From  1998  to 
1973  he  and  Irene  Shubik  were 


effectively  its  twin  impresa- 
rios. McDonald’s  share  in- 
cluded Mad  Jack,  the  first 
and  best  In  what  was  to  prove 
a long  fashion  for  stories  de- 
rived from  Siegfried  Sassoon, 
Robert  Graves  and  other 
Great  War  heroes  encounter- 
ing the  agonies  of  shell-shock. 

From  the  same  writer,  Tom 
Clarke,  he  took  the  equally 
lauded  Stacker’s  Copper.  Con- 
troversy landed  in  his  lap  — 
not  for  the  first,  or  last,  time 
— with  Nigel  Kneale ’s  Sam! 
Pow!  Zapp!,  which  was  ludi- 
crously assailed  for  glorifying 
violence  when  In  fact  Kneale 
was  passionately  attacking 
the  cult  of  violence  on  the 
screen.  Kneale’s  Wineaf India, 
though  in  some  ways  airing  a 
much  more  disturbing  idea  — 
that  of  a fixed-term  contract 
for  life  on  an  overcrowded 
Earth  of  the  fixture — typically 
passed  by  without  comment 

These  were  all  “strong"  or 
strongly-imagined  pieces,  as 
was  JB  Priestley's  last  play. 
Anyone  for  Tennis?  McDonald 
proved  equally  sympathetic  in 
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his  handling  of  gentler  or 
more  commonplace  dramas, 
such  as  Kisses  at  Fifty  and  Mrs 
Palfrey  at  the  Claremont 
There  followed  two  slight 
hiccups  in  his  progress.  First, 
he  was  put  In  charge  of  Elea-  , 
entti  Hour,  an  Ideologically 
correct  but  rather  pointless 
attempt  to  recreate,  or  even  | 
intensify,  the  hazards  of  live 
Tv  drama.  Second,  in  1977  be  i 
quit  the  BBC  to  be  a producer  | 
with  CBC  in  Canada  — an 
immature  decision,  he  said.  *1  j 
was  handed  a pile  of  books  all 
about  how  awful  it  was  being  i 
a woman  In  Canada.” 

He  stayed  just  U days  and 
headed  home,  where  the  BBC 
not  only  took  him  on  again 
but  appointed  him  head  of 
drama  series  and  serials.  This 
must  be  rated  his  most  obvi- 
ously succesful  period,  with 
classic  after  classic  railing  off 
the  production  line,  including 
All  Creatures  Great  and  Small, 
Testament  q f Youth,  Rebecca, 
To  Serve  Them  AU  My  Days, 
Tenka.  Bergerac.  Private 
Schulz  and  John  Le  Carre's 
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McDonald . . . backroom  champion  of  front-line  drama 


Tinker,  Tailor,  Soldier,  Spy. 
Then  McDonald  succeeded 
Shaun  Sutton  as  overall  head 
of  drama  in  1981  and  two 
years  later  became  perhaps 
the  best  controller  BBC 2 has 
had.  While  more  flamboyant 
network  moguls  jockeyed  for 
power  and  publicity,  McDon- ' 
aid  quietly  got  on  with  turn- 1 
ing  out  the  best  television  in  ■ 
the  world. 


Not'  that  stormy  weather 
never  came  his  way,  as  when, 
in  1985,  the  Home  Secretary  of 
the  day  engineered  the  ban- 
ning of  the  respected  BBC2 
documentary  sales  Real  Lives 
because  of  a film  of  opposing 
Northern  Irish  hard-liners. 
That  it  showed  up  both  men  in 
their  true  light  seemed  not  to 
have  registered. 

After  finally  leaving  the 


BBC  two  years  later,  McDon- 
ald went  to  Anglia  TV,  a 
regional  ITV  company  which 
. contributed . more  than  its 
share  of  drama  to  the  net- 
work. His  next  and  last  job 
was  with  the  independent  pro- 
duction company  Ardent, 
which  Prince  Edward  set  up 
with  Eben  Foggitt  in  1993. 

His  health  already  begin- 
ning to  give  him  some  con- 
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cem,  McDonald  retired in 
1996.  He  was  unmarried;  Be-' 
bad  lived  with  a companion 
far  many  years  but  preferred 
to  keep  his  private  life  private. 

PhB^p  Purser  ’ , t 

Graeme  McDonald,  television 
producer  and.  channel  controller,- 
bom  July  30,  1930;  died  Septem- 
ber 30, 199V  ~ ; - 


David  Gill 


A voice  for 
the  silents 


David  gill,  who  has 
died  aged  69,  shone 
brightly  in  three  dif- 
ferent careers.  In  his 
teens  and  twenties  he  had  a 
place  in  the  post-war  revival 
of  English  ballet  He  went  on 
to  a 20-year  stint  in  television; 
and  then  in  the  last  two 1 
decades  became  an  Inter- 
national figure  In  the  re- 
discovery of  the  forgotten  arts 
of  the  silent  cinema. 

Gill  was  bom  in  Papaa  New  , 
Guinea,  where  his  father  Cecil 
— brother  of  the  sculptor  Eric  , 
Gill  — was  a doctor  mission- ■ 
ary.  The  family  returned  to 
England  in  1933  and,  after  Bel- 
mont Abbey  School.  Hereford- 1 
shire,  in  1916  Gill  joined  the 
Sadler’s  Wells  ballet  school,  in  I 
time  to  appear  in  the  corps  de  ' 
ballet  of  the  gala  performance 
of  The  Sleeping  Princess  with 
which  Covent  Garden  re- 
opened that  year.  He  soon 
reached  the  rank  of  soloist 
In  1953  he  married  fellow 
dancer  Pauline  Wadsworth, 
later  to  teach  at  the  Royal 
Ballet  School  as  well  as  con- 
tributing her  own  enthusiasm 
to  David’s  ever-changing  and 
developing  activities-  They 
bad  two  daughters  and  three 
grandchildren. 

In  1955  he  left  the  ballet  to 
work  in  television,  which  of- 
fered new  opportunities  with 
the  start  of  independent 
broadcasting.  Alter  a BBC  pro- 
duction of  his  own  mime  play 
The  Way  of  the  Cross , he 
joined  Assodated-Rediffusion 
as  an  editor.  In  1963  he  moved 
on  to  Thames  Television  as  a 
director-producer,  working 
mostly  on  news  and  documen- 
tary programmes.  Including 
This  Week  and  Today. 

It  was  at  Thames  that  he 
began  an  auspicious  collabo- 
ration with  Kevin  Brownlow. 
Jeremy  Isaacs,  the  then  direc- 
tor of  programmes,  had  been 
impressed  with  Bro widow's 
classic  book  on  silent  Holly- 
wood, The  Parade's  Cone  By, 
and  the  author  was  commis- 
sioned to  make  a TV  series 
largely  based,  like  the  book, 
on  interviews  with  survivors 
of  the  silent  era. 

GUI  was  assigned  to  the  pro- 
gramme as  codirector  and 
producer.  The  company  may 
have  anticipated  that  he 
would  fiilfil  the  TV  producer’s 
traditional  function  of  disci- 
plining the  artist  and  keeping 
creative  extravagance  in  line. 


If  so  they  were  to  be  disap- 
pointed, GUI’s  knowledge  and 
passion  for  silent  cinema  grew 
rapidly  and  the  two  men 
quickly  discovered  total  sym- 
pathy. Both  were  rigorous  and 
uncompromising  in  getting 
everything  right  and  in 
searching  the  world's  film  ar- 
chives to  find  prints  of  these 
archaic  films  that  revealed 
once  again  the  supreme  artis- 
tic and  technical  standards  of 
the  early  film-makers.  They  ! 
steadfastly  refused  to  be 
rushed  by  Impatient  execu- 
tives. Hollywood  — The  \ 
Pioneers  (1980)  eventually  took 
four  years  to  complete  but  still  i 
stands  as  an  unsurpassed  | 
model  of  its  kind,  not  just  a 
TV  show  but  a major  contri- 1 
bution  to  cinema  scholarship.  I 

The  music  composed  for  the 
series  by  Carl  Davis  revealed 
bow  important  an  element  of 
so-called  "silent”  cinema  was 
the  accompaniment  provided. 
With  the  support  of  Thames 
Television,  Brownlow,  Gill 
and  Davis  prepared  a theatri- 
cal presentation  of  Gance's 
epic  Napoleon,  a film  which 
was  supposed  lost  when,  25 
years  before,  the  teenage 
Brownlow  had  begun  its  resto- 
ration, scouring  film  archives 
and  collections  to  reassemble 
the  five-hour  epic,  fragment 
by  fragment 

The  show  took  place  at  the 
Empire,  Leicester  Square,  in 
November  1980.  No  one  antici- 
pated the  breathtaking  thrills 
of  that  day-long  performance. 
Isaacs,  who  had  become  the 
first  director  of  Channel  4, 
was  ecstatic:  “If  this  film  isn't 
on  Channel  4,  there  won’t  be  a 
Channel  4."  It  went  on  4 and 
guaranteed  the  survival  of  the 
Thames  Silents. 


Napoleon  toured  the 
world,  playing  the 
Colosseum  in  Rome 
and  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  among  other  notable  ven- 
ues. “Live  Cinema”,  In  the 
phrase  which  Brownlow  and 
GDI  had  coined,  became  a 
spectator  sport  as  musicians  1 
everywhere  vied  to  provide 
new  film  scores  or  to  revive 
original  ones  of  the  period.  1 
Brownlow  and  Gin  went  on 
to  present  an  annual  produc- , 
tion  during  the  London  Film 
Festival-  Carl  Davis  was  gen- 
erally the  composer  and  con- , 
ductor.  Among  the  25  films 
they  restored  are  the  original 


Rowland  George 


Birthdays 


Leap  of  faith . . . GUI  went  from  Sadler’s  Wells  dancer  to  silent  cinema's  reviver  nulton 


Ben  Hur,  The  Phantom  of  the 
Opera,  Douglas  Fairbanks's 
The  Thjef  of  Bagdad,  DW 
Griffith's  Intolerance  and  the 
film  that  made  Rudolph  Va- 
lentino famous.  The  Four 
Horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse. 
Gill's  background  as  a dancer 
was  essential  here  in  the 
restoration  of  the  famous 
tango  sequence,  which  had 
been  hacked  about  over  the 
years;  and  his  memories  of 
Frederick  Ashton's  ballet 
Dante  Sonata  influenced  the 
choice  of  Liszt’s  Fantasia  So- 
nata Apres  une  lecture  de 
Dante  as  the  Apocalypse 
theme. 

In  1990  Brownlow  and  GUI 
formed  their  own  company. 
Photoplay  Productions,  to  con- 
tinue their  work  of  restoration 
and  their  unequalled  TV  docu- 
mentary series  on  silent  cin- 
ema. Each  of  these  has,  like 
Hollywood  — The  Pioneers,  ex- 
ceeded ordinary  expectations, 
to  make  a positive  contribu- 
tion to  film  scholarship:  The 
Unknown  Chaplin  (1983), 
Buster  Keaton.  A Hard  Act  to 
Follow  (1387),  Harold  Lloyd, 


the  Third  Genius  (1990),  D W 
Griffith  — Father  qf  Film 
i (1993).  Their  series  for  the  cen- 
tenary of  cinema  Cinema 
Europe  — The  Other  Holly- 
wood (1995)  did  for  European 
cinema  what  Hollywood  — 
The  Pioneers  had  done  for 
America.  British  Cinema 
(1985),  a series  which  enabled 
directors  Lindsay  Anderson. 
Richard  Attenborough  and 
Alan  Parker  to  present  their 
own  concept  of  the  national 
cinema,  was  unique  among 
their  productions  in  covering 
sound  films. 

Gill  was  a man  of  enormous 
charm,  wit  and  a useful  irasci- 
bility at  moments  when  any- 
thing or  anyone  stood  in  the 
way  of  the  uncompromising 
standards  he  set  himself.  An 
indispensable  treat  at  the 
annual  Live  Cinema  presenta- 
tions was  the  moment  when 
Brownlow  and  Gill  — the 
Long  and  the  Short  of  It 
respectively  — materialised 
on  stage  to  relate  the  battles 
that  had  culminated  in  the 
restoration  of  the  film  in  ques- 
tion, and  to  exhort  the  audi- 


ences to  a proper  reverence 
and  humility  in  the  face  of  a 
masterwork. 

Gill  was  working  to  the  end 
— bis  death  came  with  shock- 
ing abruptness  just  when  he 
seemed  in  peak  health.  He  was 
planning  a series  of  archival 
films  on  dance;  was  working 
on  this  year’s  Channel  4 
Silent,  Nosferatu,  a Symphony 
Of  Horrors,  which  will  take 
place  at  the  Royal  Festival 
Hall  in  November;  and  was 
producing  the  gala  show  of 
The  Birth  of  a Nation  to  open 
the  Pordenone  Silent  Film 
Festival  later  this  month  — a 
characteristically  fearless  op- 
eration involving  bringing 
conductor  John  Lanchbery 
from  Australia  and  an  orches- 
tra from  Slovenia  for  the  per- 
formance in  this  little  North 
Italian  town.  The  show  is  now 
to  be  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

David  Robinson 

David  lan  Gill,  dancer,  producer- 
director  and  scholar  of  silem 
cinema,  bom  June  9, 1928:  died 
September  28. 1997 


Rowing  for 
gold 


IN  JUNE.  Rowland  George, 
who  has  died  aged  92, 
went  down  to  the  Thames 
at  Hatley  at  the  invitation 
of  the  “Super  Four”  of  Messrs 
Redgrave,  Pinsent,  Foster  and 
Cracknell  to  watch  them  prac- 
tise for  the  world  champion- 
ships. George,  the  last  surviv- 
ing Briton  to  win  an  Olympic 
gold  medal  in  coxless  fours, 
must  have  been  chuffed  to  see 
a crew  light  years  from  his 
era  of  training  after  a day  at 
the  office  set  their  marker  on  j 
Olympic  gold  in  2000  by  win- 
ning the  world  tide  at  Aigue- 
belette,  France,  last  month. 

George  was  in  the  1932  crew 
in  Los  Angeles  with  august 
company.  Felix  Badcock.  the 
outstanding  stroke  of  the  first 
half  of  the  century:  HRA 
“Jumbo"  Edwards,  a mas- 
sively  strong  oarsman  who 
substituted  for  the  flu-stricken 
“Tyg”  Tyler  and  who,  with 
LGUve,  won  the  coxless  pairs 
on  the  same  day;  and  Jack 
Beresford  Jr,  who  earned  his 
fourth  Olympic  medal  m four 
Gaines  (and  got  a fifth  in  1936). 
George  was  in  the  bow. 

The  team  sailed  to  Canada 
on  the  Empress  of  Britain  and 
took  a special  Pullman  train 
from  Toronto  to  LA.  The  crew 
did  their  stuff  at  a man-made 
course  at  Long  Beach, 
“claimed  by  locals  to  be  the 
best  course  in  the  world," 
George  said,  “but  a poor  one 
nonetheless.  Parallel  to  the 
sea,  the  hot  land  mass  drew  a 
strong  cross  wind  over  the 
course  every  day,  while  an 
opening  to  the  sea  near  the 
centre  of  its  length  resulted  in 
an  opposing  tide  over  the  first 
half  of  the  race  and  a 
following  one  for  the  second.” 
George  was  born  In  Bath. 
His  father  was  a master 
draper  and  Baptist  preacher 
who  chaired  Bath  rugby  and 
cricket  dubs  In  his  time.  Row- 
land took  up  rowing  at  Lin- 
coln College.  Oxford.  When  he 
collapsed  in  the  college  boat, 
he  was  advised  never  to  row 
again,  but  a second  opinion 
diagnosed  a vegetarian  diet  as 
more  the  cause  of  his  trouble 
than  a weak  heart 
After  university,  as  a mem- 
ber of  Thames  Rowing  Qub, 
he  won  the  Wyfold  and  Stew- 
ards’ trophies.  Working  in  the 
packaging  industry,  be  be- 
came a managing  director  at 
the  Bristol  company  E S & A 
Robinson.  He  bad  a distin- 


George . . . Olympic  winner 
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guished  war  record  in  the 
Equipment  Branch  of  the 
RAF,  rising  to  wing  command- 
er and  being  awarded  the  OBE 
in  North  Africa  and  the  DSO 
in  Italy,  where  he  was 
wounded  at  Salerno. 

George  retained  a keen  in- 
terest in  rowing,  scholarships 
at  his  old  school  Wydiflte 
being  named  after  him.  He 
was  an  excellent  analyst  of  the 
contrasting  styles  of  his  day, 
his  Olympic  crew  being  a 
hasty  blend  of  “Orthodox”  and 
“Fairbaim”  rowing,  owing  to 
substitute  Edwards  being  an 
Oxford  Orthodox  stylist 
plunged  into  a Fairbaim  crew. 
The  Thames  men  in  fact  were 
half  of  the  club’s  eight, 
coached  by  Ian  Fairbaim,  son 
of  Steve,  who  gave  his  name  to ' 
the  style  he  evolved. 

“It  was  agreed  between  us 
that  a somewhat  different 
technique  was  needed  for  a 
four,  aiming  at  a long  hard  i 
finish,  coaxing  rather  than , 
hitting  the  boat  along," 
George  said.  "I  had  learned  I 
my  rowing  at  Oxford  in  the  so- 
called  Orthodox  style,  using, 
the  slide  to  lengthen  the  body 
swing  instead  of  'shooting'  it 
at  the  beginning  of  the 
stroke." 

George’s  wife  Sylvia  and 
their  youngest  son  pre- 
deceased him.  He  Is  succeeded 
by  two  sons  and  a daughter, 
nine  grandchildren  and  three 
great-grandchildren. 

Christopher  Dodd 

Rowland  David  George,  oars- 
man, bom  January  15, 1905:  died 
September  9, 1997 


Django  Bates.  Jaaz  musician, 
37;  Trevor  Brooking,  fbot- 
| bailer,  broadcaster!  49;  Dr 
1 william  Cramond]  clinical 

psychiatrist  77;  Lord  Davies, 
chairman,  Welsh  National 
Opera,  57;  Prof  Sip  Robin 
Duthie,  former  chairman, 
Brito  11, 69;  Anna  Ford;  broad- 
caster, 54;  Peter  SfirankL 
pianist  62;  Nigel  GtelenhUL 
architect  55;  Prof  Ste  John 
Gordon,  Master,  Magdalene 
College,  Cambridge.  64; 
Diana  Hendry,  wnter,  56; 
Donna  Karan,  fashion  de- 
signer, 49:  Annie  Leibovitz, 
photographer,  47r-[  Don 
McLean,  folk  singer,  ^ Jan 
Morris,  author.  7i^|Jana 
Novtna,  tennis  pJayfer,  29; 
Katherine  Oglesbyr;jadult 
educationalist,  54;  James 
Porter,  former  dirictor- 
enerat  Commonwealth}' Insti- 
tute, 69;  Vivian  Ridlefc  for- 
mer Printer  to  Oxford 
University,  84;  JRt  RevIjLord 
Knnele.  former  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  76;  Rt.Rev 
Roger  Sainsbnry,  Bistop  of 
Barking,  61;  Lisa  St  Aubin 
de  Teran,  writer,  44;.  lord 
Justice  Scott  investigator  of 
Iraqgate,  63;  Sting  (Gtedon 
Sumner),  rods  singer,  46  Dr 
Duncan  Thomson,  keqper, 
Scottish  National  Portrait 
Gallery,  63;  Rosemary  Tharp, 
economist  57;  Alan  Wells, 
cricketer,  36. 


Death  Notices 


R08COE,  Abort  Aged  03.  formerly’ of 
WoocBand  Avenue,  mines,  and  o)  Min 
Street  Helton,  passed  away  peacefully  on 
38  September  1907.  Sadly  missed  by  Chn- 
rtta.  Howard  and  Martin,  end  by  Hilda  nd 
Chris  Davies.  Funeral  at  Whines  C remap, 
man.  BlrcMMd  Road,  alii  am  on  Mondry 
6 October,  donations  to  Scope  preferred  to 
flowers.  Abed  will  be  remembered  by  its 
workmates  at  I CL  and  sorely  missed  by  lip 
trtenaa  In  Jazz  and  kHk  bands,  by  flahemnei 
fti  wa unlaw  and  rugby  supporters  h 
WMnes.  and  by  friends  at  WIdties  guff  ciuL 
Ms  boundless  energy,  sadly  reduced  tn  hb 
last  years,  had  always  inspired  us  to  Bvt 
Ida  io  ine  tutl. 


In  Memoriam 

BRAND.  Meric,  to  my  dear  Mend.  Martel 
missing  you.  Fiona. 

JWCES.  Joseph,  asm  April  WM  S3  the  2nd 
October  ISS6.  A beloved  husband.  feSajr/ 
(md^granatather.  In  heavenly  love  abiding.  ^ 

SANDERS.  VMan,  died  2nd  October  1098.  "■ 
Wa  shall  rove  and  cherish  sou  forever. 

Memorial  Services 


COHEN,  Dr  Louts  Cohen.  A Celebration  or 
me  life  and  work  of  Dr  Louis  Colten.  physi- 


me  life  ana  work  at  Dr  Louis  Cohen,  physi- 
cist will  be  held  m me  taSMute  of  Physics. 
« Portland  Place.  London  WIN  4DH  ai  3pm 
on  Friday  24  October  1997.  Anyone  vnsmng 
lo  attend  is  requested  to  let  Mrs  Theresa 


Bfytbln  know  on  0171  470  um 

Births 

m STEPHEN  BHD  and  JOX  QUINLAN 
BIRD  are  proud  to  announce  the  arrival  o( 
Miranda  Florence  on  3Dth  September  TW7. 
TAPUN  KARDMGL  On  Monday  29  Septem- 
ber at  Chelsea  and  WeotrahuW  Hospital, 
to  Phoebe  TnpUn  and  Luke  Harding,  a 
daughter.  Matilda  Rose. 

BTa  piece  mur-  announcement  lah**ione 
0171  7ra*»V  or  lax  Oin  713  *108  between 
gam  and  3pm  Mwvfit 


lb 


^AisaTrav-: 
staid  Rcwc 


Jackdaw 


Space  oddity 

THERE  are  journalistic  con- 
ventions to  be  observed  when 
writing  a bout  recluses.  If 
they  are  artists  or  film- 
makers, you  must  always 
compare  them  to  Prospero.  If 
they’re  millionaires,  Howard 
Hughes  is  the  benchmark. 
And  if  they  are  megalo- 
maniacs, Napoleon,  Pol  Pot  or 
Colonel  Kurtz  will  do  byway 
of  comparison.  In  his  biogra- 
phy of  Stanley  Kubrick,  John 
Baxter  rigorously  observes 
the  etiquette.  He  tells  us  at 
least  three  times  that  Ku- 
brick would  have  been  a gen- 
eral if  he  hadn't  been  a film- 
maker. 

He  gleefully  tells  us  that 


Kubrick  hates  germs  and 
sends  technicians  home  from 
his  film  sets  at  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  a oolcL  He  also 
dutifully  likens  foe  Ameri- 
can film-maker,  who  has 
j lived  for  well  over  30  years  in 
Britain,  to  foe  Almighty. 

There  is  a not-very-fiinny 
I joke  about  [director  Steven] 
Spielberg  dying  and  going  to 
heaven,  but  being  turned 
down  at  the  gates.  Just  then, 
a shabby  balding  figure  In 
stained  cords  and  battered 
sneakers  cycles  by.  "Isn’t  that 
Stanley  Kubrick?”  asks 
Spielberg. 

St  Peter  spares  foe  rider  a 
troubled  glance. 

“No,  it’s  God.  He  just 
thinks  he's  Stanley  Kubrick." 
j Stanley  Kubrick:  A Biography, 
reviewed  in  Literary  Review. 

Natural  highs 

AT  THE  first  sign  of  trouble 
the  two  fingernall-si2e  adre- 
nal glands  secrete  two  hor- 
mones, adrenaline  and  nor- 
adrenaline.  Adrenaline  has  a 
chemical  compound  similar 
to  that  of  mescaline,  a power- 
ful hallucinogen  derived 
from  the  peyote  cactus,  and  is 


released  during  sustained 
anxiety  or  terror.  Noradrena- 
line, however,  fires  you  up 
and  finely  tunes  alertness 
and  animal  instinct  Some 
psychologists  speculate  the 
body  “hears”  everything  we 
think  and  say,  so  the  secre- 
tion process  can  be  speeded 
up  by  screaming  “Holy  shit" 
or  “Jesus  H Christ”  when 
things  turn  pear  shaped. 

In  some  situations,  thought 
processes  are  removed  from 
the  equation.  Split  second 
guidance  on  these  occasions 
does  not  come  by  thinking 
but  by  allowing  your  basic 
cellular  instincts  to  navigate 
you  to  safety.  Every  tissue, 
muscle,  sinew  and  cell  is 
reacting  to  the  stress  of  your 
increasingly  likely  demise. 

A few  years  ago,  American 
psycho  Charles  Manson  told  a 
reporter  "It  used  to  be  that 
being  crazy  meant  some- 
tiling.  Now  everybody  is 
crazy" 

Approaching  the  millen- 
nium. and  gripped  by  all 
things  paranormal,  an  ever 
growing  number  of  people  are 
experimenting  with  altered 
states  of  consciousness. 
Extreme  sports  can  take  you  to 


a higher  state  of  consciousness, 
according  to  GQActtoe. 

Formal  lines 

THE  AVENUE  is  no  doubt  an 

ancient  idea,  but  as  an 
essential  feature  of  the  de- 
signed landscape  it  came  into 
its  own  only  in  the  I7th  cen- 
tury. Britannia  Ilhtstrata, 
containing  Johannes  Kip's  en- 
gravings of  English  country 
houses  and  estates,  was  pub- 
lished in  1707  and,  of  the  100  or 
so  places  depicted,  virtually 
every  one  has  an  avenue. 

In  the  Netherlands  the  same 
was  true  — Erik  de  Jong,  a 
Dutch  garden  historian, 
wrote:  “Avenues . . - formed 
an  integral  part  of  practically 
all  the  gardens  designed  in  the 
second  half  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury." However,  they  Erst  ap- 
peared in  the  Low  Countries, 
long  before  this,  planted  as  or- 
namental wind-breaks  to  pro- 
tect the  polders  and  canals. 

But  there  is  much  scattered 
evidence  of  avenue-like  fea- 
tures before  this.  Garden  his- 
torian Dr  John  Harvey  says 
that  in  the  13th  centuiy  elms 
formed  an  "avenue"  on  foe  ca- 
thedral green  at  Wells  in  Som- 


erset aligned  with  the  axis  of  with  sand —the  upside,  to 
the  cathedral,  and  Sir  Geof-  them,  being  that  they  don't 

frey  Jeflicoe  refers  to  avenues  need  to  go  looking  for  an  ash- 
of  sphinxes  in  ancient  Egypt.  tray  for  foe  cigarette  that  is 
It  is  not  until  the  17th  cen-  perpetually  dangling  from 

tuiy,  though,  that  we  find  the  their  hand.  The  Tourist 

giant  lines  of  trees  marching  travels  in  noisy  packs,  feed 

across  the  landscape.  on  anything  they  can  run 

The  history  of  the  avenue.  Gar-  down  and  overpower  and 
dens  Illustrated.  usually  have  in  their  posses- 

sion a boombox  spewing  out 
Tourist  trail  the  latest  in  sonic  sacrilege. 

**  (The  beach  is  a church,  and 

THE  TOURIST  views  the  anything  other  than  the 

beach  as  their  front  yard  but  sound  of  breaking  waves  is 

heresy.)  Though  they  usually 

Honly  venture  into  the  water  to 

pee,  occasionally  The  Tourist 
will  summon  up  the  gump- 
tion to  venture  out  into  toe 
‘‘breakers”  on  their  conve- 
nience store  hanana  board 

where  they  can  be  counted  on 
to  get  in  your  way.  Being  a 

ography — I know  people  who 
hveatthe  beach  who  are 

FOR  ALMOST  as  long  as 
there  has  been,  recorded 
music  there  have  been  the 

Bodyboarding . . . tour  point  bonkers  sleeves  and  boxes,  lu- 


| dicrous  inserts  and  frankly 
irritating  gimmicks. 

The  record  industry’s  ap- 
petite for  packaging  novelty 
has  proved  insatiable,  and  a 
cool-looking  photo  of  a jazzer 
smoking  fags  (thank  you. 
Blue  Note)  or  a garish  canvas 
of  some  lovers  looking  happy 
near  a fountain  (cheers 
Capitol) — indeed  the  whole 
Technicolor  panoply  of  a 2D 
sleeve  design — were  never 
going  to  suffice  for  long.  Soon 
there  were  things  to  pull  out. 
peel  off,  pop  up  and  slide 
about,  innovations  dreamt 


up  by  the  daftest  designers 
and  most  maverick  marke- 
teers — their  quest  to  en- 
hance that  most  tactile  of  fe- 
tish objects:  foe  record  cover. 
Music  packaping,  unwrapped 

m Q. 

Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
Jjfokdawuyguardian.co.uk.; 
fax 0171-713 4366;  write 
Jackdaw,  The  Guardian, 

Ecf^dm‘R°ad-I*nd°n 
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The  Gordon 


Brown 


revolution 


We  cannot  be  a beacon  to  the 
world  unless  the  talents  of  all 
the  people  shine  through.  Not  one 
black  high  court  judge;  not  one 
black  chief  constable  or  permanent 
secretary;  not  one  black  army  officer 
above  the  rank  of  colonel.  Not  one 
Asian  either.  Not  a record  of  pride  for 
the  British  establishment.  And 


not  a record  of  pride  for  Parliament 


that  there  are  so  few 


black  and  Asian  MPs 


Tony  Blair  at  the  Labour  conference 


at  from  Sandhurst,  into  a statistical  minefield 


PHOTOGfiAPH:  MARTYN  HWHOW 


beacon  burning  darkly 


ToiAy  Blair  wants  more  black 
and  Asian  people  to  reach 
the  top.  Not  before  time, 
araue  Alan  Travis 


David  Rowan 


Now  let’s  see  some  action 


you  were  almost  right:  two- 
thirds  are  Oxbridge.  70  per 
cent  public-school,  and  every 
one  at  the  hightest  level  is 
whlte(3)  (though  there  are 
four  non-white  circuit  judges, 
out  of  a total  of  556).  Although 
there  has  been  a sharp  rise, 
particulary  amongst  Asian 
students,  in  the  numbers 
going  into  the  legal  profes- 
sion. it  is  stm  the  case  that 


Exclusion  Unit  over  the  sum- 
mer without  once  mentioning 
the  racial  discrimination 


faced  by  some  of  the  poorest 
in  society 


1M  British  Tourist 
H.  Authority  strives  to 
mil  promote  comprises 
a flynamic,  multi-ethnic  cul- 
where  Naomi  Campbell 
Oswald  Boateng,  the 
Girls  and  Mark  Mom 
•ise  to  the  top  and  shine 
gh.  Tell  that  to  the  more 
Kahmont  professions  of 
and.  Even  as  the  century 
all  96  high  court  judges 
shite;  there  is  not  one 
Ctvfi  Service  permanent 
ferry;  and  a black  face  has 
o be  seen  arotind  the  cab- 

aWe  in  Downing  Street 
Clearly  the  more  powerful 
parts  of  New  Britain  are. 
determinedly  less  new.  than 


Tony  Blair’s  explicit 
acknowledgment  on  Tuealay 
that  Britain  does  not  yet  allow 
“all  the  talents  of  the  people 
to  shine  through"  — PaT?c4T 
lary  if  they  happen  to  be.macK 
or  Asian  — marked  a new 
departure  for  any  Briton 
prime  • minister:  By  slipping 
into  his  conference  speech  a 

reference  to  the  appalling  eth- 
nic-minority representation 
at  the  fop  of  the  judJoary  the 

police,  . fiie  Army  and  govern- 
ment; he  made  “negative  dis- 
crimination" within  these 
worlds  anew  political  target 

The  statement  did  not  come 
out  of  the  Mae.  n reflected-* 
behlndthMcenes  battle  that 
has  been  going  on  at  top  levels 
in  Whitehall  since  Labour 
came  to  power  In  May  The 
t .a  hour . manifesto  had  been 
silent  on  new  legislation  to 
tackle  such  ’ a glass  ceiling, 
preventing  the  promotion  of 
blacks  arid  Asians  to  the  high- 
est levels  of- Britain's  pMifi- 
cal,  economic  and  social  life- 
there  hMmerelr  been  a stated 
aspiration  that/-,  the  party 
wanted' to  see  more  members 
of  ethnic  minorities. -beanie 
MPs,  Baca-dquality  activists 
were  complaining  that,  In  the 
new  world  of  “tabloid  poli- 
tics", the  Government  was  not 
anting  to  tackle  the , minori- 
ties' pear-invisible  role. 

It!  was  Sir  Herman  Ouseley 
chairman  oftbe  Commission 
for  ttedal.  Eqoal^  who 
stirred  up  ffcM&BteJWtflrin 
Whitehall.  He  privately  let 


known  his  frustration  that, 
althou^i  Labour  had  hit  the 
ground  running  on  many 
issues,  there  were  few  signals 
that  ministers  intended  to  do 
much  different  on  race  equal- 
ity He  found  ready  backing 
from  black  and  Asian  MPs. 

The  outward  face  of  the 
Blair  government  Itself  pro- 
vided some  of  the  grounds  for 
complaint.  The  most  high-pro- 
file job  given  to  a black  or 
Asian  MP  was  Paul  Boateng’s 
as  a junior  health  minister. 
Even  Diane  Abbott,  perhaps 
the  black  MP  with  the  highest 
media  profile,  found  herself 
shifted  from  her  favoured 
Commons  Treasury  Commit- 
tee spot  to  a seat  on  the  For- 
eign Affairs  Committee 

The  statistics  certainly 
bank  up  the  Prime  Minister's 
observations.  The  latest  Cabi- 
net Office  figures  show  that 
there  are  only  two  black  or 
Aslan  people  in  the  top  four 
grades  of  the  Civil  Service  In 
the  next  grade  there  are  only 
58  ethnic-minority  people  out 
of  3,000  Whitehall  policy-mak- 
ersL  Oh.  there  Is  a black  man 
in  the  Downing  Street  policy 

unit  . _ 

The  Army  too,  is  far  from  , 
representative  of  the  nation  rt 
seeks  to  defend.  There  are  315* 
ethnic-minority  officers  m the 
UK  regular  forces  — just  0.97 
per  cent  of  the  total  (compare 

this  to  the  6 per  cent  of  the 

total  workforce  who  come 
from  the  ethnic  aunpri- 
tiesiil)  In  the  Household 
Division  yoa  won’t  find  any 
minority  soldiers  in  the  Cold- 
stream Guards  or  the  Welsh 
Guards  — and  only  one  m 
each  of  the  Scots  Guards, 
Grenadier  Guards  and  House- 
hold Cavalry  As  Lord  Gilbert, 
the  defence  minister;  put  it 

with  evident  embarrassment 
in  June:  “We  are  well  aware 
that  ethnic  minorities  are  not 
adequately  represented 
within  the  Army  and  are 
working  to  redress  thissrtua- 
l tioh  as  quickly  as  possible^!*) 
Try  the  criminal-justice 
world.  The  most  senior  Mack 
policemen  you  wiU  find  in 
Britain  are  both  superinten- 
dents forget  hoping | for  a 

chief  constable.  And  if 
thought  all  judges  were i white, 
public-school  and  Oxbridge, 


Armed  forces 


the  15  years'  experience  neces 
sary  for  new  judges.  Change 
in  the  courts  looks  as  though 
it  will  continue  to  be  slow. 


Out  in  quango-land  it  is  the 
same  story  with  the  Commis 
sioner  for  Public  Appoint 
ments  recently  finding  that 
black  and  Asian  people  filled 
only  4.7  per  cent  of  1.753  sur- 
veyed appointments  — none  of 
them  as  chairman- (4) 


UT  Blair's  words  on 


Tuesday  have  been 
welcomed  by  those 
in  the  field  as  signs 
of  a new  more  radi- 
cal approach.  Keith  Vaz,  the 
Labour  MP  whose  relentless 
parliamentary  questions  have 
forced  departments  to  publish 
their  ethnic-minority  statis- 
tics. says:  “This  is  in  my  view 
the  most  powerful  statement 
on  ethnic  representation  ever 
made  by  a British  prime  min- 


Whttehall 


lipil*: 


! Tot#  ot 
•aflstttnfcr 


Stbe  Home  Secretary 
Jack  Straw  promis- 
ing to  set  up  a race-relations 
forum  to  “give  ethnic  minori- 
ties a new  and  effective  voice 


at  the  heart  of  government 
Straw  promised  that  revised 
guidance  on  equal-opportuni- 
ties recruitment  and  promo- 
tion policies  would  be  issued 
to  all  Whitehall  departments. 
It  has  not  yet  become  public 
how  that  will  change  the  cur- 


rent practice. 

The  Home  Secretary  said 
that  stamping  out  racial  injus 
tice  required  the  Government 
to  “deal  honestly  with  prob- 
lems closer  to  home.  The  Gov 
eminent  is  determined  to  get 
its  own  house  in  order  "(5) 

So  what  has  that  meant  so 
far?  Robin  Cook  was  among 
the  few  ministers  to  initiate 
earls’  action  to  do  something 
about  the  problem  — in  his 
case,  an  almost  total  absence 
of  black  faces  within  Britain’s 
full-time  diplomatic  corps 
around  the  world.  Cook 
recently  held  an  open  day  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  where  800 
ethnic-minority  children  were 
invited  in.  “If  Tm  going  to  rep- 
resent Britain,"  he  told  them, 
“I  need  a Foreign  office  that  is 
representative  of  the  whole  of 
modern  Britain." 

Other  initiatives  have  fol- 
lowed Sir  Herman's  agitation. 
Harriet  Harman  has  launched 
a bursary  scheme  to  help  the 
most  promising  ethnic  staff 
in  the  Department  erf  Social 
Security  to  reach  higher  man- 
agement positions.  The 
National  Health  Service  has 
announced  similar  new  mea- 
sures. Though  not  all  minis- 
ters have  taken  the  hint  Peter 
Mandelson  still  managed  to 
launch  the  Cabinet's  Social 


who  next  week  will 


publish  the  results  of  ms 
Intensive  research  via  well- 
placed  questions  — believes  it 
was  particularly  important 
that  Blair  said  he  saw  nega- 
tive discrimination.  “This  win 
raise  the  whole  profile  of  eth- 
nic representation.  It  high- 
lights the  real  problem  that,  25 
years  after  maaa  immigration 
into  this  country  when  the 
black  and  Asian  communities 


should  be  taking  their  place  In 
public-policy  employment,  it 
is  clearly  not  happening.  In 
the  top  ranks  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice. right  down  to  Grade  6, 
for  instance,  there  is  not  a sin- 
gle person  of  Asian  origin. 

As  a next  step,  Vaz  wants  a 
detailed  audit  of  Census  mate- 
rial, Ideally  through  the  Home 
Office,  where  Jack  Straw  has 
set  up  the  race-relations 
forum.  Beyond  this,  he  sug 

Rests  that  all  government 
departments  should  look  to 
their  appointment  processes. 
"There  are  positive  things 
happening  now:  my  survey 
shows  that  the  Foreign  Office 
is  the  worst  offender;  yet  look 
at  Robin  Cook's  open  day  And 
people  should  not  underesti- 
mate the  importance  of  role 
models.  The  old  argument 
that  there  are  not  enough  peo- 
ple of  quality  to  choose  from 
is  just  no  longer  acceptable." 

For  Sir  Herman  Ouseley.  at 
the  CRE,  Vaz’s  call  for  more 
research  is  not  the  answer 
What  is  needed  now  he  says, 
is  action  from  the  leadership 
across  the  professions. 
“You’ve  got  to  change  the 
whole  culture,  open  up  things 
that  have  previously  appeared 
closed." 

Specifically  he  says  this 
should  be  done  by  creating  an 
atmosphere  where  minorities 
feel  they  are  wanted:  through 
leaders  making  clear  that  they 
welcome  change;  by  making  it 
much  clearer  how  people  can 
progressin  organisations ; by 
knowing  the  sources  of  talent, 
so  that  it  is  not  allowed  to 
waste;  and  by  measuring 


[ progress  within  institutions 
throughout  people's  careers. 

Ouseley  is  optimistic  about 
Blair’s  intentions.  But  as  the 
example  of  the  legal  world 
shows,  optimism  without 
early  action  is  not  going  to  be 
enough.  “We  must  act  now  to 
address  the  problem  facing 
the  ethnic  minorities  moving 
up  the  legal  ladder;"  says  Lin- 
coln Crawford,  a barrister  and 
p.hnirrfipn  of  the  Bar’s  race 
relations  committee.  “We're 
not  selecting  them  into  pupil- 
lages in  the  first  place,  then 
not  giving  them  frill  seats  in 
chambers,  so  they're  not  get- 
ting the  experience  that  will 
propel  them  into  the  judi- 
ciary’s higher  levels.  They're 
disadvantaged  at  all  stages: 
the  clerks  don't  even  give 
them  the  work.” 

But  Crawford  believes 
things  will  change  soon.  “If 
the  Lord  Chancellor  is  as  deci- 
sive as  I think,  he  win  use  the 
existing  pool  of  talent  to  make 
appointments  to  the  judiciary 
and  get  the  ball  rolling.  Don't 
forget  Tony  Blair  is  a lawyer; 
and  his  wife  is  a lawyer  — and 
she  in  particular  knows  the 
unfairness  of  discrimination. 
If  we  duck  the  issue,  it  will 
persist" 

It  is  unclear  exactly  what 
form  Blair’s  major  policy 
change  will  take.  It  has  not 
been  a priority  for  the  first 
Queen's  Speech.  Blair  made 
dear  that  he  was  not  inter- 
ested in  positive  discrimina- 
tion; but  as  President  Clinton 
has  found,  there  are  many  dif- 
ferent forms  of  “affirmative 
action”  which  combat  dis- 
crimination without  employ- 
ing lower-calibre  people. 

Already  some  ministers 
are  beginning  to  look  at  reviv- 
ing some  early  ideas  from 
Labour  in  local  government  in 
the  1980s,  such  as  contract 
compliance  — but  they  are 
likely  to  remain  limited  exper- 
iments. 


Sources:  (11  Labour  Market 
Rends,  ONS,  August  97;  (2)  Lords 
written  answer, 26/6/97; 

(31  Labour  Research,  July  97; 

(4)  annual  report  of  Commissioner 
for  Public  Appointments; 
speech  to  Black  Jewish  FOrum, 
24/7/97. 
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Graphics  source*:  law — Lord 
Chancellor's  Office  questionnaire, 
Sept  97,  and  LawSociety;  police 
■— Hansard, 23/7/97;  armed  forces 
— Defence  Analytical  Services 
Agency,  April  97;  Civil  Service— 
Hansard, 30/7/97;  politicians— 

HoC  Public  Information  Office. 
Alan  Travis  Is  the  Guardian's 
home-affairs  editor,  David  Rowan 
edits  the  Analysts  page 


12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 

WH  Smith 
rejects 
‘arrogant’ 

£1bn  bid 


The  Guardian  Thursday  October  2 1997 


Lisa  Buckingham,  Julia 
Finch  and  Roger  Cowe 


An  audacious  ei  bil- 
lion bid  fronted  by 
bookselling  entrepre- 
neur Tim  Waterstone 
was  dismissed  yesterday  by 
the  ailing  retailer  WH  Smith. 

The  takeover  offer  was  sub- 
mitted to  Jeremy  Hardie. 
Smith's  chairman,  on  Satur- 
day but  a full  board  meeting 
rejected  the  proposal  out  of 
hand  yesterday. 

An  "astonished”  Mr  Water- 
stone  complained  last  night 
that  Mr  Hardie  had  leaked  de- 
tails of  the  approach  after  de- 
scribing it  as  “Interesting" 
but  saying  it  must  remain 
confidential. 

Mr  Waterstone  plans  to  es- 
tablish a new  company  which 
would  offer  200p  a share  In 


Waterstone  says 
he  is  offering 
enhanced  value 
and  a ‘vision1  of 
revamped  chain 


cash  to  Smith's  Investors  who 
would  then  have  a stake  in 
the  new  company. 

But  the  proposal  involves 
raising  £1  billion  of  debt  and 
would  mean  WH  Smith  ac- 
quiring Mr  Waterstone’s  cur- 
rent retailing  business  — a 
children's  store  called  Daisy 
& Tom  — for  about  £35  mil- 
lion. 

Executives  at  WH  Smith 
said  the  price  for  Daisy  & 
Tom,  which  is  owned  with  the 
comics  group  DC  Thomson, 
was  “incomprehensible"  and 
the  board  added  that  advisers' 
fees  and  other  expenses  could 
total  £34  million  — yet  there 
was  no  premium  for  Smith's 
shareholders. 

“It’s  a deeply  arrogant  bid,” 
said  one  retail  analyst  “It 
offers  no  value  for  sharehold- 
ers. it's  massively  geared  and 
It  exposes  them  to  an  un- 
proven retail  format" 

WH  Smith  last  year 
reported  the  first  loss  in  its 
200-year  history.  The  com- 
pany — which  was  recently 
forced  to  replace  Its  chief  ex- 
ecutive, Bill  Cockburn,  with 
an  internal  director,  Richard 
Handover,  less  than  halfway 
through  a recovery  pro- 
gramme — Is  regarded  as  vul- 
nerable to  takeover.  Its  stock 
market  value  has  fallen  by  a 


fifth  Is  the  past  year. 

But  big  shareholders  said 

last  night  they  were  looking 
for  WH  Smith  to  break  itself 
up  rather  than  allow  someone 
else  to  do  it 

One  fund  manager  said: 
“We  would  perceive  this  to  be 
a second-best  solution.  The 
best  solution  would  be  for  the 
company  to  break  itself  up, 

spuming  off  Waterstone’s  and 

Our  Price  so  they  could  con- 
centrate on  the  high-street 
nhain  Any  reasonable  calcu- 
lation shows  that  would  en- 
hance shareholder  value. 

"But  this  could  be  another 
way  of  turning  up  the  heat  on 
the  company.  It's  fair  to  say 
shareholders  have  been  fairly 
underwhelmed  by  the  recent 
appointment.  We  have  diffi- 
culty believing  this  is  the 
man  to  turn  the  company 
round." 

A spokesman  for  the  com- 
pany admitted  that  several 
senior  investors  had  given  Mr 
Handover  only  three  months 
to  come  up  with  the  goods. 

Mr  Waterstone.  who  plans 
to  install  himself  as  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  WH  Smith,  has  ap- 
pointed SBC  Warburg  as  his 

financial  advisers. 

Last  night  his  advisers  in- 
sisted that  Mr  Waterstone 
was  not  only  offering  share- 
holders enhanced  value  and 
the  return  of  £580  million  but 
also  a “vision"  of  a rejuve- 
nated retail  chain,  based  on 
revamped  stationery  and  a 
wider  range  of  middle-market 
books  and  news  items. 

Mr  Waterstone.  who 
founded  Waterstone’s  and 
then  sold  it  to  Smith's  for 
£42  million  in  1989,  is  thought 
to  be  looking  at  selling  off 
parts  of  the  business. 

A spokesman  for  Virgin 
said  it  had  not  received  an  ap- 
proach but  Richard  Branson's 
company,  which  has  a 25  per 
cent  stake  in  the  Virgin  Oar 
Price  record  selling  chain, 
recently  made  an  offer  to 
WH  Smith  valuing  the  entire 
business  at  about 
£180  mill  Inn. 

Virgin  said  it  would  still  be 
interested  although  It  was 
loath  to  increase  its  bid  sub- 
stantially. 

Mr  Handover  said  Mr  Wa- 
terstone had  not  approached 
the  board  to  try  to  buy  back 
his  bookshops,  which  now 
make  a profit  of  about  £20  mil- 
lion a year  — one-sixth  of 
Smith's  total  earnings.  It  is 
understood  that  the  business 
moved  into  profit  only 
recently. 

Smith's  described  Mr  Wa- 
terstone’s intervention  as  “an 
irritation  and  a distraction". 


Euro  finds  place 
in  sun  despite 
shadow  of  crisis 


Small  town  takes 
6-monlfi  currency 
trial  in  its  stride, 
reports  John 
Glover  in  Fiesole 


AS  PRIME  Minister 
Romano  Prodi’s  gov- 
ernment lurches 
towards  a crisis  that  threat- 
ens to  dash  Italy’s  hopes  of 
taking  part  in  the  first 
wave  of  the  single  cur- 
rency, the  citizens  of  Fie- 
sole, a small  town  on  the 
outskirts  of  Florence,  yes- 
terday prepared  for  change 
regardless. 

For  the  next  six  months, 
the  euro  will  circulate  be- 
side the  lire  in  Fiesole  (pop. 
15.000)  and  the  20,000 
people  In  the  neighbouring 
area  of  Pontassieve. 

“We  had  to  give  the  Bank 
of  Italy  guarantees  that  the 
euro  would  be  strictly  lim- 
ited geographically  and  in 
time.”  says  Li  via  Marin- 
etto,  the  Fiesole  council 
official  behind  the  initia- 
tive. 

“It’s  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Republic  that 
anyone  else  has  been 
allowed  to  coin  money.” 

The  Fiesole  euro  is  linked 
to  the  lira  at  the  rate  of  one 
euro  to  2.000  lire.  Euros  are 
available  in  denominations 
of  a half,  one,  and  three. 
Tbis  forces  people  to  think 
in  multiples  of  three,  which 
further  complicates  the 
situation. 

At  the  savings  bank,  the 
basic  set  on  sale  is  one 
three-euro  note,  four  larg- 
ish one-euro  coins  and  four 
smaller  halves,  malting  a 
total  of  nine  enros,  or 
18,000  lire,  “though  you 
can  have  what  you  want," 
says  the  teller. 

Six  people  are  standing  in 


line,  four  waiting  to  change 
their  lire  into  euros  and 
two  brandishing  bills  to 
pay. 

“There's  been  a lot  of  in- 
terest I'd  say  we've  gone 
through  just  under  60  mil- 
lion lire  (£21,200)  today.” 
says  the  teller,  running  the 
50,000  lire  note  handed  him 
through  a machine  to  check 
it  for  signs  of  forgery.  *T 
think  there  have  been  some 
collectors  but  mostly 
people  just  want  to  try  it 
out,"  he  says,  handing  over 
five  sets  of  euros  and  5,000 
lire  in  change. 

In  the  town's  one  piazza, 
the  newspaper  stall  is 
happy  to  accept  euros.  “The 
Coniere  costs  1,500  lire  so 

you  give  me  one  euro  and 
I'll  give  yon  500  lire 
change.”  says  the  lady  be- 
hind the  counter,  with  the 
air  of  someone  acting  as 
banker  in  a game  of  Monop- 
oly. 

“It's  fun,  really,  but 
you’ve  got  to  get  used  to 
counting  in  euros,”  she 
says.  “We’ll  see  how  it 
goes.” 

The  Italian  experiment 
comes  in  the  wake  of  simi- 
lar schemes  in  France  and 
Germany  but  Is  the  most 
ambitious  yet  During  the 
six  months  it  will  run,  local 
council  employees  will 
receive  their  pay  In  euros. 
The  local  business  associa- 
tions are  enthusiastic 
backers  and  10  firms  will 
act  as  euro  guinea  pigs  to 
work  out  all  the  problems 
Involved  in  using  two  cur- 
rencies. 

But  why  are  Italians  so 
eager  to  abandon  the  lire? 
At  the  restaurant  1 Polpa  a 
middle-aged  workman 
hums  a tune.  “That’s  from 
the  sixties  and  it’s  called  ’If 
I had  only  a 1,000  lire  a 
month’,"  he  says.  He  points 
at  a luncheon  bill  for 45,000 
lire  and  adds:  “That’S 
why.” 


Sweet  silence . . . this  is  one  mobile  phone  among  the  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  City  that  win  never  be  heard  ringing.  The  bronze  statue  of  a futures’  trader  by  Stephen  Melton, 
unveiled  yesterday  in  Walbrook,  is  the  latest  In  a series  of  modern  sculptures  commissioned  by  the  City  of  London  Corporation  photograph:  graham  turner 

Expert  says  trends  in  unemployment,  wages  and  export  levels  have  left  policymakers  in  contusion 


Rate-setting  committee  is  on 
course  for  split,  member  says 


Charlotte  Denny 


A KEY  member  of  the 
body  charged  with  set- 
ting UK  Interest  rates 
admits  that  policymakers  are 
in  uncharted  waters  about  the 
direction  of  the  economy  and 
are  heading  for  a split 
Professor  Willem  Buiter,  an 
independent  economist  on  the 
Bank  of  England's  monetary 
policy  committee,  says  econo- 
mists cannot  tell  when  foiling 
unemployment  will  trigger 
inflation  or  give  an  exact  tim- 
ing of  when  the  pound's 
strength  wJB  hit  exports. 

The  committee  meets  next 
week  to  decide  whether  to 
move  interest  rates.  It  put 
rates  on  hold  in  August  while 
it  assessed  foe  direction  of  the 
economy.  But  current  trends 
are  confusing  the  experts. 

The  Bank  is  predicting  that 
a fall  in  exports  wfll  bring 
output  growth  back  to  a level 
consistent  with  low  inflation. 


But  so  for  export  volumes 
have  continued  to  rise  despite 
foe  pound's  appreciation. 

“We  expect  a significant 
slowdown  but  It  seems  to  be 
slower  coming  than  we  antici- 
pated. Each  month  we  expect 
the  export  penny  to  drop,” 
Prof  Buiter  says. 

He  adds  that  there  is  no 
way  of  knowing  for  sure  how 
low  unemployment  can  go 
without  sparking  off  wage 
pressures  which  will  lead  to 
higher  inflation. 

“There  has  been  18  years  of 
labour  market  reform  in  the 
UK.  the  most  radical  seen 
anywhere.  Anyone’s  estimate 
of  the  [sustainable  level  of  un- 
employment] is  bound  to  be  a 
heroic  guess  at  best" 

Average  earnings  have 
been  subdued  so  for  despite  a 
600,000  foil  in  foe  dole  queues 
in  the  past  year.  But  most  an- 
alysts say  it  may  be  rally  a 
matter  of  time  before  wage  de- 
mands take  off. 

“It  is  disconcerting  that  we 


do  not  know  exactly  when  the 
inflation  trigger  will  be 
pulled,"  Prof  Buiter  admits. 
“We  are  in  uncharted  terri- 
tory." 

Money  supply  is  growing  at 
a rate  that  would  have  had 


Willem  Buiter 


the  Bank  cracking  down  on 
the  economy  in  foe  days 
when  monetary  targets  were 
everything  in  policy-making 


These  days  the  Bank  simply 
expresses  concern  that  broad 
money  growth  Is  still  in 
double  figures. 

Prof  Buiter  doubts  whether 
figures  on  the  growth  of 
money  tell  very  much  about 
the  direction  of  the  economy. 
“The  current  level  of  growth 
would  not  have  been  consis- 
tent in  the  past  with  hitting 
foe  inflation  target  But  mone- 
tary indicators  have  lost  most 
of  their  information  context" 

With  so  many  signals  from 
key  indicators  causing  confu- 
sion, it  is  a only  matter  of 
time  before  the  committee  Is 
split  on  which  direction  rates 
should  go,  he  says.  ‘It  is 
likely  to  happen.  It  would  be 
unnatural  if  it  doesn’t"  Prof 
Buiter  predicts,  however,  that 
any  such  dissent  will  not 
damage  foe  committee's  cred- 
ibility. 


European  growth 
lifts  manufacturing 


Charlotte  Denny 


Lloyd’s  earns  seal  of  approval 


Sarah  Ryle 


AFTER  more  than  300 
years  as  a pillar  of  foe 
establishment  Lloyd’s 
of  London  has  achieved  its 
first  independent  rating  for  fi- 
nancial security  — which 
shows  that  if  foe  insurance 
market  was  a country  it 
would  be  on  a par  with 
Iceland. 

Lloyd's  invited  two  ratings' 
agencies  to  give  it  a financial 
health  check  and  reassure 
policyholders  and  the  people 
who  supply  capital  — Names 
and  corporate  bodies  — that  it 
is  a sound  investment. 

There  has  been  growing 
concern  that  the  market's  rep- 


utation had  suffered  Irrepara- 
ble damage  after  it  lost 
£8  billion  between  1988  and 
1992. 

The  ratings,  from  Standard 
& Poor’s  and  AM  Best,  were 
welcomed  by  Lloyd’s  as  a v In- 
dication of  its  reconstruction 
and  renewal  programme,  de- 
signed to  draw  a line  under 
foe  losses  sustained. 

Chairman  Sir  David  Row- 
land said:  “We  did  not  invite 
agencies  in  during  foe  pro- 
cess of  R&R  because  they 
would  have  written  things 
that  were  blindingly  obvious 
to  all  of  us.  such  as  that  un- 
less we  resolved  problems 
then  there  would  be  no  more 
Lloyd’s." 

Standard  & Poor’s  gave 


Lloyd's  a “good"  secure  rat- 
ing, putting  foe  market  In  the 
top  40-45  per  cent  of  the 
world's  170  leading  insurance 
and  re- insurance  companies. 

Lloyd's  shares  the  grade 
with  ACE  Insurance  but  is  be- 
low General  Accident  and  Al- 
lianz. Standard  & Poor's  rat- 
ings of  countries  put  Iceland 
and  Hong  Kong  at  foe  same 
level  as  Lloyd’s.  AM  Best 
rated  Lloyd's  "excellent”. 

Sir  David  said  he  "emotion- 
ally'’ put  Lloyd’s  at  the  top  of 
anybody’s  measure,  but  ad- 
mitted he  would  have  given 
foe  same  lower  grades  be- 
cause the  near-collapse  was 
such  a recent  event. 

Standard  & Poor’s  execu- 
tive managing  director,  Roy 


Taub,  said  foe  agency  would 
not  award  a higher  rating  be- 
cause more  time  is  needed  for 
Lloyd's  to  prove  that  R&R  will 
work. 

The  rating  was  based  on 
Lloyd's  ''excellent”  business 
position,  earnings  and  capital 
base.  Its  innovative  approach 
and  regulation  also  won 
praise. 

The  ratings  give  policy- 
holders a measure  of  foe  mar- 
ket's reliability  as  a whole 
and  do  not  grade  syndicates, 
the  organisations  which 
carry  out  most  of  the  busi- 
ness, Individually.  Lloyd's 
and  Standard  & Poor’s  said 
this  was  too  difficult  and  ar- 
gued that  syndicates  all  issue 
Lloyd's  policies  in  any  case. 


Northern  Rock 
shares  hit 470p 


LlnaSalgol 


ORTHERN  ROCK,  foe 
Newcastle-based  build- 
ing society,  made  a 
spectacular  stock  market 
debut  yesterday  when  its 
shares  soared  to  a peak  of 
470p,  bringing  windfalls  of 
£2350  to  about  half  a million 
members. 

These  payouts  look  set  to 
trigger  a pre-Christmas 
spending  spree  in  the  North- 
east, providing  a huge  boost 
to  foe  local  economy. 

But  shareholders  who  opted 
to  sell  their  parcel  of  500 
shares  in  an  institutional  auc- 
tion on  the  eve  of  foe  flotation 
were  short-changed.  They 
received  45L9p  per  share,  the 
average  price  achieved  for  190 
million  equities  sold  at  the 
special  auction  on  Tuesday 
night,  where  big  pension 
funds  swept  up  stock  for  be- 
tween 44lp  and  500p. 

This  gave  376.000  members 
— 43  per  cent  of  foe  total  — 
windfalls  of  £24560,  almost 
£100  less  than  those  who  sold 
on  the  open  market  when 


trading  began.  They  are  ex- 
pected to  receive  their  cash 
by  October  9. 

The  shares  later  fell  back, 
closing  the  day  at  462 ^p, 
which  values  foe  mortgage 
lender  at  nearly  £2  billion  — 
three  times  the  original 
estimate. 

Yet  demand  for  foe  shares 
remained  strong,  with  more 
than  two  million  changing 
hands  through  the  day,  de- 
spite the  much  higher  propor- 
tion of  sellers  than  in  previ- 
ous building  society 
conversions,  where  only 
around  a quarter  cashed  In 
immediately. 

Stockbrokers  remain  opti- 
mistic about  foe  future  of 
Northern  Rock  shares,  partic- 
ularly as,  being  foe  smallest 
of  the  building  societies  to 
float,  it  is  the  most  vulnerable 
to  takeover  predators. 

Prospects  for  the  mortgage 
sector  were  boosted  further 
after  the  Halifox  revealed  that 
house  prices  are  continuing 
to  climb  and  are  nearly  7 per 
cent  higher  than  a year  ago, 
following  yesterday’s  publica- 
tion of  its  house  price  surrey. 


Stop  German  aid 
for  coal,  says  UK 


CeHa  Weston 
Industrial  Correspondent 


Millions  spent  by 
the  German  govern- 
ment to  subsidise  the 
country's  loss-making  coal 
industry  should  be  repaid, 
all  state  aid  frozen  and  ad- 
ditional sanctions  brought 
In  by  the  European  Com- 
mission, foe  UK  govern- 
ment is  demanding. 

The  demands,  which 
emerged  last  night,  have 
gone  to  the  Commission  in 
pursuit  of  a complaint  that 
heavily  subsidised  German 
coal  producers  are  effec- 
tively dumping  anthracite 
on  the  UK  market  threat- 
ening the  viability  of  foe 
UK  industry.  The  two  com- 
panies named  — Prenssag 
Antbrazit  and  Sophia  Ja- 
coba  — received  DM460 
million  (£160.5  million)  aid 
in  1996  alone. 

It  is  understood  foe  UK 
Government  has  demanded 
that  foe  Commission  take 
immediate  action  against 
the  German  producers 


under  the  European  Coal 
and  Steel  Community 
Treaty  in  support  of  a com- 
plaint lodged  earlier  this 
year  by  the  Wales-based  an- 
thracite producer  Celtic 
Energy.  It  alleges  that  Ger- 
man coal  which  casts  £100  a 
ton  to  produce  and  ship  is 
sold  in  the  UK  at  £75. 

Peter  Hain,  Welsh  Office 
minister,  said  last  night:  “I 
welcome  this  because  it's 
high  time  that  these 
bloated  subsidies  to  Ger- 
man coal  firms  stopped 
undermining  coal  produc- 
tion in  South  Wales  espe- 
cially and  elsewhere  in 
Britain.*' 

• Westdeutsche  Landes- 
bank,  the  rapidly  growing 
Dusseldorf-based  regional 
bank,  expressed  optimism 
yesterday  that  it  would 
resolve  tts  differences  with 
Brussels  over  state  aid, 
writes  Julie  Wolf  in  Brussels. 

The  bank  Is  the  subject  of 
a Commission  investigation 
Into  unfair  competition 
over  a DM5.9  billion  trans- 
fer to  it  from  a regional 
housing  authority. 


Manufacturing 

recovered  last  month 
from  gloom  brought 
on  by  sterling's  rise  over  the 
summer,  rescued  by  stronger 
growth  in  Europe,  according 
to  the  latest  snapshot  of  fac- 
tory output 

Managers  reported  a pick- 
up in  output  and  orders  in 
September,  the  Chartered  In- 
stitute of  Purchasing  and  Sup- 
ply said.  The  overall  index  for 
the  month  rose  to  52.7  from 
July’s  51.1,  where  50  is  foe 
break-even  point 
Strong  demand  from  UK 
customers  offset  the  ongoing 
slide  in  orders  from  overseas. 
Export  orders  have  been  fall- 
ing since  June,  but  faster 
growth  in  Europe  has  slowed 
foe  speed  of  the  decline. 

Peter  Thomson,  of  CIPS, 
said  the  survey  was  encourag- 
ing. “We  are  seeing  high 
levels  of  activity  in  the  manu- 


News  in  brief 


Eac  hiring  sector.  Utile  evi- 
dence of  capacity  constraints 
and  prices  telling  in  foe  face 
of  the  strong  pound* 

Simon  Briscoe,  from  Nikko 
Europe,  warned  tiwjt  despite 
the  pick-up  last  month,  foe 
September  Index  was  below 
foe  average  for  the- last  six 
months.  “The  message  contin- 
ues to  be  one  of  a sector 
which  remains  fundamen- 
tally weak.” 

Price  pressures  in  foe  sec- 
tor remain  subdued  with 
managers  reporting  v tell  in 
the  cost  of  fuels  and  material 
for  foe  23rd  month  in  *row. 

Most  analysts  agreed  that 
foe  stronger  than  expected 
headline  figure  wouldbe  un- 
likely to  tip  foe  balance  in 
favour  of  a rise  in  ixterest 
rates  when  foe  Bank  #f  Eng- 
land’s Monetary  Pollcj  Com- 
mittee meets  next  week.  Mr 
Briscoe  said:  ‘It  reaffirms  the 
view  that  foe  manufacturing 
sector  continues  to  lag  tehind 
the  rest  of  foe  economy.’ 


VAT  cuts  could  help 
jobs,  says 


THE  European  Union's  tax  commissioner,  Mario  Monti,  sug 
gested  yesterday  that  Britain  and  other  EU  countries  be 
allowed  to  apply  a reduced  rate  of  VAT  for  some  services  to  ■ 
boost  Job  creation. 

Mr  Monti  was  unveiling  measures  aimed  at  curbing  “harm- 
ful” tax  competition,  which  foe  Commission  contends  has 
contributed  to  high  levels  of  unemployment  in  the  EU  by 
encouraging  governments  to  tax  employment  instead  ofcapitiL 

On  VAT.  foe  commissioner  called  for  an  experimental 
scheme  under  which  governments  could  reduce  VAT  charged 
for  “local”  services  that  are  labour-intensive  but  do  not  involv? 
cross-border  trading.  These  might  include  hairdressing,  shoe 
repair  and  snack  bars,  Commission  officials  said. 

Such  a move  would  aim  to  encourage  new  jobs  as  well  as 
reduce  the  amount  of  service-sector  work  currently  carried  out 
on  foe  black  market.  Mr  Monti  said.  The  EU  sets  a minimum 
standard  VAT  rate  of  15  per  cent,  but  the  level  is  higher  in  most 
member  states.  — Julie  Wolf  in  Brussels 


Oldest  bullion  bank  sold 

MOCATTA,  foe  world's  oldest  bullion  bank,  has  been  sold  in  a 
deal  that  puts  London's  twice-daily  gold-price  fixing  under  major- 
ity foreign  control  for  the  first  time  in  its  history.  Canada's  Bank 
of  Nova  Scotia  is  buying  the  300-year-old  institution  for  an  undis- 
closed sum.  and  is  thought  to  be  seeking  more  acquisitions  in  the 
metals  field.  The  sale  comes  in  a year  during  which  Mocatta  has 
been  rejected  by  at  least  two  suitors:  Germany’s  Dresdner  Bank 
and  Dutch  giant  ABN  Amro. 

Founded  in  1671  by  Jock  Mocatta.  the  bank  linked  up  with 
Standard  Chartered  in  foe  late  1970s  and  shortly  afterwards 
Standard  took  over  completely.  It  is  one  of  five  banks  that  fix  the 
world  gold  price;  two  of  them,  including  foe  senior  bank  NM 
Rothschild,  are  British,  two  are  foreign  (Deutsche  Morgan  Gren- 
fell and  Republic  National  Bank  of  New  York)  and  Mocatta. 

Mocatta  will  merge  with  the  bank's  Scotia  Capital  Markets 
subsidiary  to  become  Scotia  Mocatta  with  250  employees  around 
the  world.  — Don  Atkinson 


Chiroscience  losses  soar 

BIOTECH  group  Chiroscience  revealed  yesterday  that  its  Iqrspi 
mushroomed  from  £7.6  million  to  £K4  million  in  foe  first  six 
months  of  this  year.  But  foe  company  said  its  key  painkilling 
drug.  Levobupivacaine.  was  in  the  final  stages  of  clinical  trials, 
adding  that  it  was  in  talks  with  potential  partners  to  market  an 
*"or  surSicaI,  epidural  and  pain  tnanaaptrygnl 
uses.  It  wlD  ffle  for  approval  for  foe  drug  in  foe  US  United  States 
and  E urope  next  year  and  Chief  executive  John  Padfleld  promts 
substantial  revenues"  from  the  drug  in  1999.  Chiroscience  is 
spending  £23  million  a month  on  research  and  development  an 
said  it  did  not  envisage  having  to  ask  foe  market  for  more 
But  the  shares  dipped  4p  to27&5p. —Julia  Finch 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  2.165 
Austria  19.48 
Belgium  57.12 
Canada  2.18 
Cyprus  0.624 
Denmark  10.606 
Finland  8.37 


Franca  9.28 
Germany  £7676 
Greece  44CL00 
Hang  Kong  12.17 
India  50.42 
Ireland  1.076 
Israel  5.64 


Italy  £731 
Malta  0.614 
Netherlands  3.106 
New  Zealand  Z45 
Norway  11.14 
Portugal  281X0 
Saudi  Arabia  5.96 


Supplied  bt  NalWeat  Bank  (etdudma  Indian  rupee  and  Israeli  shafts  fj 


Singapore  Zi 
South  Africa ; 
Spain  232.5 
Sweden  11 
Switzerland  2 
Turkey  ZV, 
USA  1.33 


(0 


t 


3 

3 


* xv 


45  <3  ' - . 


. V 


H . • 


I 


Thursday  Qctow  2 199? 

Rugby  Union 


Big  fish  want 
pool  changes 


; l*obertA™strong  on  English  and  French 

plans  for  extra  club  each  in  European  Cup 


J NGLAND  and  France 
are  seeking  to  in- 
crease, from  four  to 
— I five  dubs  each,  their 
representation  in  next  sea- 
son’s Heineken  European 
Cup,  and  their  ambitions  win 
probably  be  achieved  at  the 
expense  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland. 

There  is  common  agree- 
ment that  the  current  format, 
five  pools  of  four  teams  each 
playing  matches  home  and 
away,  is  working  satisfacto- 
rily. However,  the  English 
and  French  believe  the  tour- 
wamenfs  overall  quality  and 
marketability  would  be  en- 
hanced if  pre-qualifying 
rounds  were  held  in  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  with  each  then 
having  only  two  teams  in  the 


main  draw  rather  than  il 
present  three  district  and  ur 
vmcial  sides. 

Rugby  Partnershi 
me  body  administering  U 
Premiership  dubs,  wants 
establish  firmer  principles  fi 
admitting  teams  lo  the  Eur 
pean  Cup  strictly  on  mer 
For  example  It  takes  the  vie 

pat  Sale,  who  finished  Ml 
in  the  Courage  Championsh 
last  season,  would  have  bet 
more  competitive  than  See 
tish  Borders  or  Ulster,  w! 
together  have  won  one  gan 
out  of  eight  in  Europe. 

Ao  ERP  spokesman  sail 
“ just  doesn't  seem  rigl 
that  a club  like  Sale,  who  ali 
reached  the  Pilkington  Cu 
Dual,  or  for  that  matter  Da 
who  went  through  to  last  se 


Toe-ender  for  Geoghegan 


tain  to  miss  the  Ireland 
squad’s  preparations  for 
next  month’s  match  against 
New  Zealand  at  Laxtsdowne 
Road  because  of  the  toe  in- 
jury which  has  plagued  hi»n 
for  the  past  two  seasons. 

Ireland’s  coach  Brian 
Ashton  refnsed  to  rule 
Geoghegan  out  of  his  plans 
after  yesterday’s  squad  ses- 
sion in  Dublin,  but  the 
team  manager  Pat  Whelan 
said  the  wing  was  expected 
to  go  to  San  Diego  for  yet 
more  specialist  treatment 
to  the  big  toe. 

Ashton  said:  “Yes,  it  is 
unlikely  that  he  will  play 
against  New  Zealand,  but  at 
this  stage  we  still  cannot 
rule  him  out  altogether.” 

Scotland  will  display  the 


logo  of  their  sponsor.  Fam- 
ous Grouse,  ou  the  front  of 
their  jerseys  thin  season, 
the  first  time  such  an  em- 
blem has  appeared  there. 

“It  is  a matter  of  taste. 
But  at  the  moment  we  have 
no  farther  intention  of  ex- 
tending the  number  of  logos 
on  the  jersey,"  said  Bill 
Watson,  the  Scottish  Rugby 
Union's  chief  executive. 

Australia's  former  coach 
Greg  Smith,  who  is  suing 
the  ARU  after  resigning  the 
post  in  August  on  being 
told  he  was  about  to  be 
sacked,  has  indicated  that 
he  is  looking  for  a job  in 
England  or  South  Africa. 

Smith  said  he  wanted  a 
dub  position  in  England  or 
a provincial  post  in  South 
Africa.  “It’s  a matter  of  find- 
ing something  suitable.” 


son's  European  lCupj  quarter- 
finals.  should  be  languishing 
in  the  European  Conference 
this  time  round. 

"Obviously  It's  a bit  conten- 
tious lo  ask  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land to  cut  their  numbers,  yot 
the  truth  Is  that  a number  of 
their  sides  keep  on  losing  by 
fairly  big  scores." 

If,  as  seems  likely,  none  of 
the  Scottish  or  Irish  sides 
reach  (he  knockout  stages  for 
| the  third  successive  season, 
the  rvise  for  retaining  their 
current  quotas  will  be  sub- 
, sum i tally  undermined. 

Competitiveness  apart,  the 
question  of  selling  less  attrac- 
tive fixtures  to  fastidious 
spectators  and  sponsors  in 
England  and  France  has  also 
prompted  the  reassessment. 
Bath  had  a home  gate  or  S.OOQ 
for  last  weekend's  visit  of 
Scottish  Borders  and  that  did 
not  compare  favourably  with 
8,300  when  they  met  Brivc  or 
the  8,000  they  expect  for  next 
week's  visit  of  Pontypridd. 

IT  European  Rugby  Cup  per- 
severes with  five  pools  of  four 
next  season  It  will  seek  to 
raise  standards  by  including 
an  English  and  a French  dub 
in  each  pool  for  the  first  time. 

However,  that  calculation 
may  be  upset  if  Wales,  which 
currently  provides  four  dubs, 
also  insists  on  five.  That 
would  probably  have  the 
knock-on  effect  of  turning  the 
spotlight  on  Italy,  whose  rep- 
resentatives Milan  and  Tre- 
viso have  only  two  European 
wins  between  them. 

Meanwhile  England's  coach 
Clive  Woodward  held  his 
second  frill  training  session  at 
Bisham  Abbey  yesterday 
without  the  Injured  Kyran 
Bracken.  John  Bentley,  Tim 
Rodber,  Simon  Shaw,  Mat t 
Dawson  and  Jeremy  Guscott 
Two  specialist  coaches,  Phil 
Keith-Roach  (scrummaging) 
and  Dave  Aired  (goaikicking), 
were  enlisted  for  the  day. 
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Racing 

Arkadian  can 
prove  the  hero 
in  Middle  Park 


Ron  Cox 


FEW  trainers  have  their 
horses  in  better  form  at 
present  than  Luca  Cu- 
mani.  with  a total  of  nine  do- 
mestic winners  In  the  past 
fortnight,  plus  several  suc- 
cesses abroad,  the  Italian  is 
seeing  the  season  out  in  ter- 
rific style. 

Cumani  can  claim  his 
second  Group  One  prize  of  the 
week,  after  Glorosia  at  Ascot 
on  Sunday,  with  Arkadian 
Hero  in  the  Thoroughbred 
Corporation  Middle  Park 
Stakes  at  Newmarket  today. 

Apart  from  Rodrigo  de 
Triano’s  victory  in  1991,  the 
Middle  Park  has  had  little  im- 
pact on  the  Classics  in  recent 
years  and.  In  truth,  today's 
renewal  looks  weak  for  a race 
carrying  Group  One  status. 

Arkadian  Hero  can  be 
backed  at  33-1  for  next  sea- 
son’s 2.000  Guineas,  those 
odds  reflecting  a hard-fought 
neck  success  at  Newbury 
when  the  colt  started  9-1  on 
For  the  Mill  Reef  Stakes. 

Rain-softened  ground  took 
the  edge  off  Arkadian  Hero’s 
speed  that  day  and  he  is  bet- 
ter judged  on  his  fast-ground 
win  at  Ripon.  where  he  beat 
T-anri  Of  Dreams  anri  Mijana 
— both  good  winners  next 
time  out  — In  a quick  time. 

Provided  watering  of  the 
straight  course  has  not  been 
overdone,  Arkadian  Hero 
(3.10)  will  find  conditions  to 
his  (iking  here. 

He  should  have  too  much 
pace  fbr  the  promising  Cap- 
tain Tim,  who  looks  sure  to 
improve  considerably  on  his 
considerate  introduction  at 
Nottingham. 

Frankie  Dettori  partners 
Arkadian  Hero  and  has  excel- 
lent prospects  of  completing  a 
quick  double  on  Dashing 
Bine  <3.40),  who  Is  well 
suited  by  the  conditions  of  the 
JRA  Nakayama  Rous  Stakes. 


Despite  a habit  of  hanging 
under  pressure  and  carrying 
his  head  awkwardly,  Bin  Ro- 
sie (2.35)  wins  his  share  of 
races  at  the  right  level.  David 
Loder,  his  trainer,  appears  to 
have  found  another  good  op- 
portunity for  the  five-year-old 
in  the  Heath  Court  Hotel  Joel 
Stakes. 

Bin  Rosie  has  won  a couple 
of  minor  events  since  finish- 
ing a good  second  to  Deco- 
rated Hero  in  the  Hungerford 
Stakes  at  Newbury  and,  with 
Kieren  Fallon  to  make  his 
mind  up  for  him,  be  should  be 
hard  to  beat  today. 

Fallon  teams  up  with  Cu- 
mani to  ride  Barba  Papa  in 
Saturday's  Tote  Cambridge- 
shire Handicap,  and  I gather 
there  is  a fair  measure  or 
stable  confidence  behind  this 
lightly-raced  three-year-old. 

However,  all  the  money  yes- 
terday was  for  Hunters  Of 
Brora,  the  mount  of  Richard 
Hills  now  that  former  ante- 
post  favourite  Labeq  misses 
the  race. 

Already  placed  twice  in  the 
race  — second  to  Hailing  in 
19S4  and  third  behind  Cap  Ju- 
luca  the  following  year  — 
Hunters  Of  Brora  is  the  new 
10-1  favourite  (from  16s)  with 
Hill's  and  was  cut  from  14-1  to 
12-1  by  Ladbrokes. 

By  contrast.  Helissio  is 
friendless  in  betting  on  Sun- 
day's Prix  de  l'Arc  de 
Triomphe. 

Coral  yesterday  pushed  the 
1996  winner  out  to  4-1.  having 
clipped  Peintre  Celebre  half  a 
point  to  3-1  clear  favourite. 
Pilsudski  remains  a 7-2  shot 

St  Leger  winner  Silver  Pa- 
triarch is  still  among  the  Arc 
entries  but  is  considered  a 
doubtful  runner.  Three 
horses  were  withdrawn  at 
yesterday's  forfeit  stage  — 
Strategic  Choice.  Rajpoute 
and  Mousse  Glacee. 

Kieren  Fallon's  mount,  the 
German  filly  Borgia,  is  due  to 
be  supplemented  today. 


Newmarket  Jackpot  card  with  form  guide  and  ratings 


RON  COX 


TOP  FORM 


1.30 

2.05 

2.35 

3.10 

140 

4.15 

4.45 


Water  Bower 
hrery*aJoy 
Bin  Ronio  (nap) 
Arkadian  ifcro 
Dashkig  Bkn 
KghNoon 
ftst  Principle 


Royal  Diversion 
ttactear  Debate 
Bin  Aosta 

Arkadian  Hero  (rap) 
Dashtag  Blue 
Quiet  Assurance 
Dominant  Air 


Galoping  track  of  23Jm  wffii  rigtn-hand  bend  at  Hallway.  Smwjrt  course  ot  iXm 
mb®  right.  Good;  remainder,  good  to  firm.*  Denotes  Mnkere. 

Bum,  Mo  advantage. 

Long  tMaueo  tmeflen:  BBss  (105) & Kram (4.45).  Mrs  Mays  Outfield. 0ewn.2l7mles 
Royal  Diwatai  (1.301,  M C Pipe.  Devon.  216  mles;  Eastern  Lytle  12  Of?  4 Botslmi  (3.40).  J 
Berry.  Laics,  213  miles;  Durgams  first  (1.3CJ  & Oncu  Mora  For  Luck  (1 .30).  Mis  M Rewtey, 
Omrirnd,  200  mteK  Nuclear  Debris  (2.05),  Btahops  Court  (3.40}  & Storyteller  (4.45).  Mrs  J I 
Ramadan.  N Yorks,  166  miles. 

Seven  day  wtanerc  2.05  Mighty  Sura  & 4.45  PasstonatU. 

Bflrtwod  first  lime:  110  Hayfl.  Vfemwfc  None. 

figure  in  brackets  after  horse's  nano  denote  days  since  last  oriing.  Jjunps. 
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I BAE£YS  HORSE  FSDS  NURSERY  HANDKAP  2Y0 

>5f  £7,375  (12  declared) 
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ROUS  STAKES 
51  £1 0,471  (B  declared) 
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COURSE  SPECIALISTS 
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Trainer  watch 


’■tfSBSEEr 

i cc  DMidkiffl  r Hainan  mMPne 


Hereford  (N.H.) 


RON  COX 

TOP  RWM 

RON  COX 

TOP FORM 

1.45 

fafflUS 

Exalted 

£15 

Motsk 

HUtek 

2.20 

Ptas-Hendy 

StaptafonHady 

2.45 

General  Gtow 

Dolce  Notte 

2J5 

ABrilga 

Amass 

ax» 

northern  Stwar 

Feraefcfc 

3.30 

Bantpuw 

Bamapoir 

3J0 

Courageous  KMaht 

Aknapa 

4.00 

Conunanche  Creek 

Cemmancfae  Creak 

425 

Can't  Soy 

Can’t  Say 

435 

Prussian  Eask 

Sfcarlan 

4.55 

Prririe  Hnstrel 

Prrirfe  RRustrel  (nb) 

Rlght-ftanded  ctait  of  Utra  with  300yds  run-in.  Emphasis  on  speed  rriher  than  stamina. 
Botag:  Good  to  Fkm.  * Denotes  Dinners. 

Long  dtatancar  trweflBnt.  La  Dofcfl  Vita  (2.55),  N Lampard.  Dawn.  155  miles. 

Seran  day  artmerai  None. 

BlnkmecflMIbita:  None.  Waved:  Nona. 

figures  in  bractets  after  bora’s  name  dewte  days  since  last  outing.  F.FlaL 
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Baffin*  1-3  Baoapoff,  9-3  T*  Ba*.  6-1  ftnai  C tan 


..  a P BeCey  ■* 
c UamrtvB 

ffiand  (3) 


^ 00  ROLE  IN  THE  WALL  NOVICE  CHASE 


1 3m  i f 1 1 0yds  £2,892  (6  declared) 


seswn  rwtaa  ns»  to  !»)  k e*y  7-11-3  — 

Rn-u  Of  Jmncliiana 9-10-10 

111232  Pamantli  Creek  m U Plw  7-10-10  ..  

-22325  Jotm  Rogar  tin  H Uamss  1 1-10-10 

-23F23  KUO*  Erie  TO  Unit  Earns 9-KMO 

531-33  GoaerBM  (17)  P toea  5-10-7 . 


Hr  r wtaor  (S) 

C Ltaartyn 

...  » P mcor  * 
S CUnn 

..  R 


Batting  5-4  Corarfie  Qafc,  5-2  Po3an  Vtx.  6-1  (im-Ste,  ^ Jbi.  10-1  Kirfc^h  EA  16-1  JotoRooer 


^3  g ARffl^VBINY  NDVItg  JjANPjCAP  HURDLE 


43U4-1 

-41116 

30-5 


^2m  3f  110yds  £2,094  [B  declared) 


— J 


SSiV  Ragawnn  po4)  P Ittte  I 
0223-3  Tta»wr|JHJJTo*5 
1 10X'  Dootocf  Coonto  »I7)  C: 


B)  (Bfl  M Ssmai)  9-12-0  I- 1 — A P , 

Ms  U Jens  S-13-0 --  - ..-D  Byrne 

iD-11-8.^- -RDtramadj 

5-11-6... B tallR 

raw  fisriatfCttMri»monnoii-in-iD  — ibm 

flPP'  


OOfiO 


8 


. L , ,u  -*fr«m  6-10-0  . ■ 

ffi^iun.  j_]  Rnrart  5-9  Runti.  ii-3  Snoay  Pend.  Hwetoed  Wat  6-1  Tin  ftnar  Press®  Eagle.  30-1 
Ondkad  CeaceL  25-i  Gun's  at 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Mb/l 


id  Rub 


APHcfsf 

CLtaKRyi 

RI 


Ji 
Bltanri 
81 


7f  3 T£ 
67  299 
49  28£ 
47  31  3 
94  167 
46  174 

49  16J 


% Level  5 

♦24.13 
-1850 
+15.44 
2003 

-nor 
+4623 
■26.4? 


Taunton  (N.H.) 


R94-bnndBd  drojtol  IXm  vrth  150yds  I*!*  ruvln.  Sharp  lums.  which  art  the  harajy  sort. 
Being:  film.  * Denotes  Mntere. 

Long  tSstence (ranefisrs: Top SbeB  (4.5a,  P Bevan,  State,  I63mfles:  Prerogalve (3.20).  6 
L Moore.  E Sussex,  158  mles:  Genera  Glow  (2.45).  P D Bens.  Powys,  133  m#M;  Bertca  Boy 
(2.15),  J C McConnochte,  Warwttettre,  121  ntfes;  Prairie  Mnstrel  (4  J5),  R Didvla 
Wanmcks,  120  mfles;  Alpine  Met  (4.25),  J (TShea.  Hlord  S Wotcs,  109  nries;  Northern 
Drums  (2-15).  N M Babbage.  Gtoucs.  95  mllet. 

Seven  day  uriant  None. 

Mntared  Bret  tenn:  None  Vworori:  None. 

figures  bibractete  alter  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing.  F.RaL 


2 ^ gaWREDHCH  SQJLWG  HURDLE 


2m1I£1.827(T0dedared) 

871212  bknta  (17)  (D)  II  P(pe  6-11-12 8 ! 

MHJ4+  Uffia  UndBa  pm  ten)  S frtf*  6-1 1-5 HA! 

P«  itota  WwpH]  Wfito  ruraerS-IO-f?- ...  J Power  (7) 

OOP  Oarida  tor  (RI)  J McCBmochta  5-10-12 S RRm 

1IWR4  MM*  (37)  (Cq  RAher  10-10-13 1 MBringttoi  (7) 

3 Mrttffm  Dram  TO  H Baraga  4-10-n 8 Fcnta 

Ariratal  tan  5-10-7 — S Bnaugk 

5606(3  CBoctto (Z1) (CD) R ERMi  8-10-7 RStattwr* 

040*  MM  ®t  m N A rib  5-W-7 Got  Lb^»  (3) 

P-  Tba  tatafl  Fktte  (168)  S Cato  5-10-7 Iff  A BoUHniffi 

BaBtog  5-4  Irkutsk.  6-1  Utfahr.  Mitaam  ftins,  7-1  lh*  Hoolgan.  9-1  Coocwe.  10-1  Grain's  GW.  14-1  tari 
ttw.  25-1  Benfcto  Boy.  AsffiW.  33-1  Die  Fhtog  Fttfc. 


MMBEAO  MAIDEN  HURDLE 

2m  3f  110yds  £2,222  (4  dedared) 

PC* Crrimr  (F5fitD  Timer  5-11-5  

040-  Sre  ItaxpHtbnso)  it&s  watonnan5-li-5 


.. R RUntagtM  p) 

f Evens  4-11-4 H A rezgmkl  * 

APP4- DrioaHrita  (283)' II  Pipe  7-11-0 Cf 

6-4  Data  Nam  13-8  Gensrto  Eta  9-3  PCs  Cnoa.  8-1  Sea  Praperff. 


2^2QBARCLAYS  BANK  PLC  HANDICAP  CHASE 


'2m  3f  £3,388  (6  declared) 


S0U6P  Bam Itacrikai (142) P Hdnb 6-13-0 _TJHffPta 

60-120  Prasgittn  TO  G L tame  7-10-11 -O' 

P1FP1-  Marram  StafftiBS)  (C)  H tkxlpes.  7-10-7 TT  . 

32-334  r— ten  (3)  (CS?  B Hodges  10-10-0  Jttrt*  (7) 

31-KB  CwlUfnmar  qk  m ft  fma  6-10-0  Mr  A ktant  * 

1-0414  Gran  (B  TO  (SyB  Satan 3-10-0 — — gsbhUB 


Bettkv  11-4  Pierooata.  7-2  Urtum  9^  FomI.  5-1  Baa  Vzatar  6-1  Cantocamer.  9-T  Sabsh. 


0^^QSUMMERF1SJ)  HANDICAP  HURDLE 


2m  il  £3,469  (4  declared) 

1 15-324  rare  TO  JED)  M Pfce  4-11-10  — S Rpr  * 

2 42KOf  Spart  W FSab  (519)  TOGO*  8-10-13 Iff  A Beritatrtl 

3 obi  4-6  caraguta  iu&a  m TO  p b ftrim 

4 3WP1  Ataman (7Ri ariTOORtadgs 5-10-6 T Datconka  (3) 


BaGtag  6-4  Oarioesa.  7-4  nrtjpa.  5-2  Couagme  MgK.  19-1  Sport  01  Fools. 


TAUNTON  NOVICE  KANDiGAP  CHASE 

2m  31  £2,596  (5  declared) 

1M3U3  Prir « Jada  a f tats  7-u-ID 

UCFOf  Mpkn  IBri  (llTJ  (TSkb  5-11-10 

6434-2  total  Ttnvta  frl)  K Ettso  6-10-7 

OOOC  CaCtSayJS)  J fftoler  5-10-2 

(0(17)88 


. B Tffinqr 


P646PP  Ranffo  (I7)  R Bodder  5-10-2  

Briltag  2-1  tori*  Taaopto.  M Pat  (X  Ms.  11-4  Cart  Say.  6-1  Non  kESL  16-1  Hemera 


■ORCHARD  PORTMAN  JUVBBLE 
I NOVICE  HURDLE  3Y0 

2m  1 f £2,190  (4  dedared) 


ass, 


Sriamxi  10-10 ciSaS 


10-10  _... 


Don  10-10. 


13-2  Tqi  ad.  12-1  Affoy  Tbeoa 


J CriWy 


■ Rtaritagbi 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


Iraaeft 

id 

Run 

*, 

Levda 

Jotters 

IS 

hm 

% 

LndSl 

Tirira 

Ut 

Ftans 

% 

IBKISI 

MPtH 

2! 

87 

322 

+598 

APHcCuf 

14 

85 

165 

-1159 

31 

167 

186 

-5888 

FBatStt 

(3 

56 

232 

•IMS 

Item 

12 

38 

316 

+1636 

PMtabc 

01 

88 

235 

+5S3I 

K Bader 

11 

E2 

177 

-1152 

12 

62 

14B 

+13J8 

525222. 

13 

138 

949 

-85.67 

DUekotaen 

9 

26 

346 

-lei 

HRngorid 

10 

73 

117 

-1032 

P Betels 

7 

74 

159 

■4400 

JKbg 

5 

21 

233 

+4.40 

TDncutee 

9 

79 

114 

-32.42 

R Briar 

5 

60 

832 

♦900 

PBosea 

4 

24 

ia? 

-1329 

HMtem 

8 

48 

157 

•1.13 

MBririaga 

4 

14 

289 

+525 

EMff 

3 

6 

5007 

+5.17 

SPOMS 

7 

107 

66 

-5235 

BBaektaf 

4 

40 

107 

•1510 

Results 


NEWCASTLE 


2.10 (In  3 r*m*  I.KAKTAM.  R H'lls  (1-4 
ft  Bontatale  (»-2):  3,  Bta* 

(1B-i).  B ran-  f*.  3- (J 
Cl  JH £1,60,  C2J0.  Dual  F:  ^-®- 
Vjnan i,  shamwari  sotw.JC""*1 
mj|-  2,  Rama  itarGaan  ( 12—1):  ®» 

OMait(20-l).  4-1  Fav  ’’ 

iu  iv  ji  Qinyef]  Tote:  CSJft  C133. 

Sbo.  C13.aa  Dual  F:  £82 .20  Trie-  £1M  48. 
K FBitanTsi-^Pa*^  *•  |T|1— ■ 81 

ititoitar  Upn<-1|.  17  ran-  ***■  **£ >3%?m 

SSZfl1 tow  ra.TO  ci  jo.  ci.40-O.w- 

as 


Mdaataty  (12-ik  ^ 
^TTTmjulrtoOOTt  Sin  (BO-1).  3-1  Fav 
&7rtSMpUc^flrS  JLS.MIL-  Cumaffi) 
SS  OAL  £200.  eSjO.  DFi 

t“.  mS-BO  CSF:  SS6-1B.  Tricast 
FtVrrna  i,  aksumah,  r whs  frij 

hLjl  XTUeaimnlr (9-lh 3, Yn-re 
1^1  5-2  Jt  F«  Mulom  * nw.  0.  A 


Wnluryn)  Tate:  C23ft  El  JO.  £2-20.  Dual  F: 
K20.CSF:C13£4. 

AM  (SI):  1,  JUST  BOB,  Dean  McKaown 
(14-lj;  2,  Han  Brace  (14-1);  3,  S rental 
U#i*ta  (3-1  Fav):  4,  Cantoannar  (10-1).  19 
ran  1,  hd.  nk.  (5  KeiiJewall)  Tote:  £21  JO; 
£4.90.  £5.00.  £1  70.  £2.10.  Dual  F:  £13a70. 
Trio  C368. 20.  CSF.nBatll.T/ least  £S31i», 
NR:  snarp  Pearl,  wtadrawn  not  under 
ordera.  5pinttio£  deduction  on  all  beta. 

5.1 6 (Ofk  1,  LUCAYAM  BKMAK,  K Fallon 
[9-2i;  2,  Onbwta  [4-9  Fm);  3,  Rd  DW»- 
bano  rr— l).  5 ran.  a IS  ro  Lo dar)  Tote: 
tS.fia  £1.10.  C1.ift  Dual  F.  B20.  CSF:  £183. 
&4B  (7ft  £■  MrtAI  IJIUKai,  R Mullen 
(9-4  Fa«);  a,  M^«d  15-1):  3,  Una 
FkWM  (5-1).  11  ran.  ZS.  3S  (C  Wail)To»: 
52.80;  n.8t3.  £3  £0.  £1.40  Dual  F:  £520  Trior. 
cr  40.  CSF-  na«.  AfR.  silver  Prince. 
JACKPOT!  Woe  won  Pool  rt  £825425  car- 
rtco  forward  to  Newmarket  today. 
QUADPOTrSau  PLACBPOTi  CS49 JO. 


SALISBURY 

ZJOO  (8f  212r*»)=  1.  LUCKY  DOUBLER 
Dane  ONeiU  (.11-3):  Z,  Oimralta  (9-2  F«W. 
3,  ta—mine  HHI  2D  ran.  Nk.  SOL  (R 
Ha  on  on  i Tone  £7. ID.  £1.40.  £2.00.  £3.00. 
Dual  F:  £12  m CSF:  £25,88, 

1*  (Ito  1*  AHyMi  4.  A88WITR 
UTOPIA,  l DaHpri  [7-1  >:  *,  S*»  IkMwae 
(25 -V;  A Sarandtater  («M^  4, 


(18-1).  6-2  Fav  ubsfonuna.  18 
ran.  2JL  It  K.  (N  Berry)  Toler  C7 JO;  Cl  JO. 
£020.  £2.70.  Dual  F-.  ClBOia  CSF:  £1*2.87. 
Trtaat£1J5lJ*. 

3JOO  (Of):  1,  DETBRMBff,  L Dettori  (5-8 
Fav);  Xt  ToUwwog  (9-1);  8,  Bold  Ed b* 
(4-1),  7 ran.  X 6. 1 J Gosdenl  Tots:  £1  JO: 
C1.SB.  C2.70.  Dual  F:  CS.1D.  CSF;  CX20. 

9JK  (80«  1,  RODBLUON.  J Wilkinson 
(B-1kXOa«UM(14-1};  3,  DetetltoHlarah 
(33-1);  4,  Sotarn-  RUga  (8-1).  100-30  Fav 
Rying  Harold.  18  ran.  1,  shd,  X (D  Arbuth- 
net)Tete!  COJO:  £1.70,  C3J0,  £1080.  C2J0. 
Dual  F:  ESI  JO.  Trios  £028.10  CSF!  £10046. 

TrfcHHC  £1,81102. 

4-0*  dm  Sf>  1,  TAHBV,  L Dettori  (2-1 
Fav):  X wiw**  (9-1);  a,  ksb  (i4-i).  13 
ran.  X 11.  (Miss  Gay  Kattwayi  Tow:  £360: 
OJO.  C1JO  C3JQ.  Dual  F:  B6J0.  TrfK 
£3020.  CSF:  £7.73.  Trlcast  £70.49 
4-S*  dea)i  1,  COURTEOUS.  T Qulrtn 
(4-1);2,HrtratkH*.(2-i  Fav):  3,  Bhan 
fll-fi).  13  ran.  x 4.  (P  Cole)  Tour.  C4J& 
OJO  cijp,  E2JO  Du*  F;  ESJ0.  Trio. 
E22JB.  CSF:  £13.61.  Non  Rtaftsr.  Smiling 
Voter. 

QUADPOn  CIOSO.  PIACBH3T1  Cl  18.40 


BRIGHTON 


M9  W 6®yda>  1,  PRIVATE  SEAL,  A 
aem  (7-«  Fav);  s,  M^>  Hm,  nv«k  S, 
(«M).7fan.X3X(aLIAsore) 


T:  £l  JO;  £2  J0.  £2.00,  DF:  £2  JO.  CSF;  ES.B8. 
ZM  ISf  Jiayttok  I,1 TROTH  TXUIR,  R 
FI  ranch  (5-1);  3.  Coaawal  (9-21;  S>  Bevrera 
(4*5  Fav).  « ran.  1 nk.  (R  Hannon)  Tote: 
£5.70.  Dual  F:  £17.90.  CSF:  £22.04.  Non 
Runner  Universal  Lathr. 

3-25  (Of  StQSytae):  1,  FOBUM,  M Roberta 
(3-1);  X Fra  ad  am  Owl  (13-0  Frv)j  3, 


Say  (13-2),  9 ran.  2. 2X.  (C  Brtt. 
tain)  Tote:  £030  £1  JO.  Ci.iQ,  £2.10  Dual  F: 
£2.70.  CSF:  C7J9. 

UUKimri  19SydmJti,BS  TRUE,  P Do* 
(4-1);  X Orm  (IB-1):  a,  Bfatay  L*riy  (B-1). 
9-1  F«v  Es  Go.  11  ran.  14,  2.  (G  L Mooro) 
TotK  £030;  020.  £4  JO.  C2JO  DF:  £59.70 
Trio:  £75.40  CSF:  CB4  J5.  Trteast  £359 JI . 
MS  (in  if  30Byda)i  1,  HARLEQUIN 
WALK,  S Sanders  (11-2);  X Hotora  Ray 
(7-2  Fav):  3,  Rerara  RM  (7-1):  4.  WKfaoiit 
FrtaBda  (i«-i)  17  ran.  3K.  3t  (R  O’Sullivan) 
Tote:  £4  JO;  Cl  30.  Cl  JO.  £2.10.  £3.80.  OF; 
E8J0.  Trio;  CiBJO.  CSF:  £23.43.  Tricaat: 
C136J8. 

4JS  (7f  21 4yeta>  1,  UATOAKA,  C Rutter 
(li-io  Fav);  X Kuta  (5-tj;  a,  amke 
(13-2).  7 ran.  1. 1JL  (V  Soane)  Tola:  O.TD; 
D .10.  £5.50.  Dual  F:  £9-10.  CSF:  CSJ5. 

SOS  (In.  11  309yiia>  f,  KASV  SONG, ! 


Sanders  (Evene  Fav);  S,  Tough  Aet  (8-4): 


3,  Bedetota  Hernia  (13-31.  5 ran.  12.  8.  (R 
Cnamnn)  Tote:  E2.10;  El.ltt  £1.10.  Dual  F; 
£]J0.C&F:£2.4S. 

QUASPCTi  £8.00.  PLACCPOTl  £184,60. 


\ 
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The  Guardian  Thursday  October  2 1997 


Champions  League,  Group  C:  Dynamo  Kiev  2,  Newcastle  United  2 


RHchaenraker 


HOW  lucky  can  you 
get?  When  It 
seemed  Newcastle 
United  were  pre- 
paring themselves 
for  uncomfortable  questions 
about  their  embarrassing  per- 
formance in  Kiev  last  night, 

two  linimflginahlg  goals  from 

John  Beresford  gave  them  a 
draw  their  efforts  scarcely 
warranted.  Kiev,  two  up  after 
only  28  minutes,  could  — and 
should  — have  won  by  a mile. 

Just  as  against  Barcelona, 
Newcastle  were  missing  the 
defensive  solidity  of  Alessan- 
dro Pistone.  The  Italian  did 
not  recover  in  time  from  the 
ankle  injury  he  picked  up  on 
Saturday,  although  the  cap- 
tain Robert  Lee  was  all  right 
after  straining  his  thigh. 

That  meant  only  one 
change  from  the  Barcelona 
game  and  it  was  a tactical 
one,  Darren  Peacock  return- 
ing in  central  defence  at  the 
expense  of  Jon  Dahl  Tbomas- 
son  up  front  Understandably 
Kenny  Dalglish  felt  his  side 
needed  reinforcing  at  the 
back  against  a Kiev  team  fea- 
turing nine  of  the  Ukraine 
national  squad  who  have  a 
good  chance  of  reaching  the 
World  Cup  finals. 

Unfortunately  for  Dalglish 
it  took  Kiev  only  four  minutes 
to  prove  Him  right  They  had 
already  shown  their  verve 
with  a first-minute  surge  by 
Vitaly  Kosovsky  down  the 

left  Three  minutes  later  he 
turned  up  on  the  opposite 
flank  and  delivered  a telling 
ball  to  release  Valentin  Belke- 
vltch,  who  sent  in  a beautiful 
curling  cross.  Sergi  Rebrov  — 
who  scored  in  Eindhoven  — 
nipped  into  John  Beresford ’s 
slipstream  and  stabbed  the 
ball  past  Shay  Given. 

This  stunning  early  blow  to 
Newcastle  was  followed  20 
minutes  later  by  two  more: 
the  loss  of  Fanstino  Asprilla 
and  a second  goal. 

Asprilla  had  been  enjoying 


some  lively  moments,  being 
booked  and  almost  scoring 
one  of  the  goals  of  the  decade 
when,  after  beating  three  men 
with  mesmerising  speed  and 
agility,  he  shot  straight  at  the 
keeper.  Newcastle  were  still 
hying  to  replace  him  — after 
he  went  over  on  his  ankle  as 
he  took  a free-kick  — when 
Kiev  went  two  goals  up. 

Belkevltch  was  again  the 
creator  although  it  took  a 
poor  rni.<rt»i«»  by  Peacock  to 
give  him  an  opkdng.  Belke- 
vitch  exposed  the  Newcastle 
left-back  with  an  incisive  pass 
to  Andrei  Shevchenko.  This 
was  the  first  occasion  we  had 
to  see  the  21-year-old  justify 
his  huge  reputation  and  he 
did  just  that,  gliding  the  ball 
diagonally  into  Given's  bot- 


tom right-hand  corner.  It  was 
a smooth  finish. 

As  if  things  were  not  bad 
enough  for  Newcastle,  Kiev 
nearly  went  three  up  a min- 
ute later,  BeBcevitch  chipping 
toward  an  empty  net  after 
Given  had  been  forced  out  of 
his  area  to  head  dear  the  pre- 
vious attack.  Peacock,  mak- 
ing up  for  his  earlier  error, 
got  back  to  nod  the  ball  away. 

In  such  circumstances  giv- 
ing half-time  team  talks  must 
be  like  trying  to  raise  Laza- 
rus, but  at  least  Dalglish  was 
able  to  make  a physical  alter- 
ation, bringing  on  Temur 
Ketsbaia  for  Lee.  a change 
that  suggested  Lee  had  not 
been  folly  fit  at  the  start 

Momentarily,  too,  Ketsbaia 
brought  a little  forward  mo- 
mentum, but  it  was  not  long 
before  Newcastle  were  rock- 
ing once  more,  transfixed  by 
the  compelling  Kiev  rhythm 
Twice  before  the  hour  Given 
made  breathtaking  stops  to 
keep  the  deficit  respectable. 
Two  more  came  not  long  after 
but  in  between  Newcastle  had 
actually  threatened  seriously 
for  the  first  time.  Philippe  Al- 
bert sent  one  long-range  shot 
just  over  and  then  Keith  Gil- 
lespie volleyed  wastefully 
wide  from  a narrowing  angle 
when  the  Irishman  would 


Fallen  angel . . . Faustina  Asprilla  is  challenged  by  Kiev's  Vladislav  Vasfatchuk  before  betag  carried  off  after  taking  a Newcastle  freekick  stuforsier 


have  done  better  to  pull  the 
ball  back. 

Even  so  it  was  still  hard  to 
imagine  where  a Newcastle 
goal  would  come  from  when 


suddenly  Beresford  — we 
should  have  known  — popped 
up  in  the  Kiev  box  to  volley  a 
Steve  Watson  long  throw-in 
past  Alexander  ShovkovskL 


The  unthinkable  shortly  be- 
came the  unbelievable  when 
another  Beresford  volley  four 
minutes  from  the  end  took  a 
massive  deflection  to  leave 


Shovkovski  stranded  once 

again. 


KIM  (3-3-2-2)i  Shovkovski; 
Luzhny  (Bazhonar,  42).  Vashlchok. 
Dmltrullm  Ktattstaavltcti  (RMchanMO  74). 


Golovko.  Quota;  Btfksvtteh  (Mikhaiiwiko 
68).  Kosovsky;  Shwvcheoto.  Ftabrav. 
Hraoaatu  (4-5-1  )i  Glvan;  Watson. 
Paacodc.  Albert,  BoraaforxL  Gillespie, 
BaUy.  Lae  (KatstMi  h-0,  Barton.  Barnes; 
Asprilla  (Thomasaoe  2B)_ 

P MUdmimn  (Danmark). 


European  Cup  Winners’  Cup 
First  round,  second  leg 

Slovan  Bratislava  (0)  v Chelsea  (2) 

Gullit  flies  with 
a bird  of  creation 


Martin  Thorpe  In  Bratislava 


AFTER  the  sorry  exit  at 
Arsenal,  Leicester, 
Rangers  and  Celtic, 
Chelsea  fly  Britain's  battered 
flag  In  Europe  tonight  hoping 
to  raise  the  standard  in  more 
ways  than  one. 

Two-nil  up  from  the  first 
leg,  in  which  they  should 
have  scored  seven,  Ruud  Gul- 
lit's side  will  be  optimistic 
about  making  it  to  the  second 
round  of  a competition  they 
are  favourites  to  win. 

This  Ls  the  weakest  of  the 
three  European  competitions 
and  Slovan  Bratislava  are  not 
a strong  team,  especially 
tonight  Having  sold  most  of 
their  best  players  to  meet  a 
financial  shortfall,  they  now 
have  their  one  international, 
the  playmaker  Robert  Tomas- 
chek,  suspended  along  with 
the  first-choice  defender  Jozef 
Antalovic.  Chelsea's  squad, 
by  contrast  is  packed  with 
caps  and  European  experience. 

What  particularly  points  to  a 
Chelsea  victory,  and  to  further 
progress  in  Europe  than  other 
British  sides,  is  their  glut  of 
creativity.  Arsenal’s  defeat  by 
Salonika  on  Tuesday  was 
caused  largely  by  their  short- 
comings in  this  department, 
apart  from  Dennis  Bergkamp. 


Gone  are  the  days  when 
British  teams  could  bulldoze 
their  way  to  victory.  Getting 
stuck  in  might  still  be  a valid 
currency  in  the  Premiership 
but  it  receives  short  change 
from  Continental  referees.  As 
Gullit  insists,  the  principal  in- 
gredients for  European  success 
are  technique  and  tactics. 

In  that  respect  his  team  ooze 
the  necessary  class.  Frank  Le- 
boeufs  passing  from  the  back 
can  be  sublime,  Roberto  Di 
Matteo  and  Gianfranco  Zola 
are  simply  world-class,  Gus- 
tavo Poyet  has  been  a midfield 
revelation  and  Dennis  Wise 
has  blossomed  immeasurably. 
And  that  overlooks  Mark 
Hughes,  Gianluca  Vlalli  and 
Dan  PetreSCU,  internationals 
all,  ami  the  wing-back  Celes- 
tine  Babayaro,  in  the  squad  for 
the  first  time  since  his  sum- 
mer arrival  after  recovering 
from  a preseason  injury. 

Of  course,  Chelsea  could 
lose  tonight,  sending  another 
theory  down  the  tubes.  But 
form  is  always  mercurial.  As 
Gullit  observed  yesterday, 
with  a poetry  Eric  Cantona 
would  have  been  proud  o£ 
“Form  is  just  like  a bird  that 
passes  by.  Sometimes  you 
have  it  all  the  time  around 
you.  sometimes  it  just  flies 
away  and  you  don't  know 
what  the  reason  Is." 


Kilmarnock  (1)  v Nice  (3) 

Kilmarnock  out  to  restore  Scots’ 
pride  as  Smith  comes  under  fire 


Patrick  Glenn 


Kilmarnock  win 

tonight  attempt  to  suc- 
ceed where  Rangers  and 
Celtic  failed  by  reaching 
the  second  round  of  their 
European  competition. 

The  Ayrshire  side,  who 
escaped  the  Cdte  d'Azur 
with  a result  that  did  not 
properly  reflect  Nice’s  su- 
periority a fortnight  ago, 
have  been  in  erratic  form  at 
home,  losing  their  last  two 
matches  3-0,  although  they 
are  unlikely  to  play  any 
worse  than  Rangers  did  In 
their  3-1  Uefa  Cop  defeat  by 
Racing  Strasbourg  at  Ibrox 
on  Tuesday  night 
The  Scottish  champions 
were  again  so  comprehen- 
sively outplayed  by  a team 
near  the  foot  of  the  French 
First  Division  that  support- 
ers* calls  for  the  manager 
Waiter  Smith's  sacking 
have  been  loud  and  sus- 
tained. Rangers  have  won 
only  two  of  their  last  seven 
matches  and  have  been 


eliminated  from  three  com- 
petitions in  the  past  month: 
the  Champions  League,  the 
Uefa  Cup  and  the  Coca-Cola 
Cup. 

But  Smith  insisted  on 
Tuesday  night  that  he 
would  not  be  resigning. 
“I'm  the  manager  of 
Rangers  and  that’s  not 
changing."  he  said.  When 
asked  where  his  team 
would  go  from  here  he 
replied  curtly:  “To  Easter 
Road  on  Saturday,  that’s 
where.” 

The  criticism  of  Smith 
has  been  amplified  by  the 
progress  of  Celtic  under 
Whn  Jansen.  They  emerged 
from  their  Uefa  Cup  elimi- 
nation by  Liverpool  with 
credit  if  not  honour,  the 
two  legs  confirming  that 
Jansen  knows  what  he  is 
doing.  There  is  a sense  of 
inevitability  about  Celtic’s 
awakening  which  will 
harden  ifr  as  expected,  they 
sign  a natural  goalscorer  to 
complement  the  inventive 
forward  play  of  Simon  Don- 
nelly and  Henrik  Larsson. 


Coca-Cola  Cup,  second  round,  second  legs  Sheffield  Wednesday  3,  Grimsby  Town  2 (agg:  3-4) 

Di  Ganio  at  the  double  but  Wednesday  weep 


David  Hopps 


TONY  BLAIR  is  behind 
the  times.  All  season 
Sheffield  Wednesday 
have  been  the  model  repre- 
sentatives of  the  "giving 
age”,  bestowing  kindness 
on  those  less  fortunate  than 
themselves. 

Grimsby  Town,  strug- 
gling in  the  Second  Div- 
ision but  2-0  winners  of  the 
first  leg,  might  have  been 
beaten  thanks  to  Paolo  Di 
Canto’s  late  goal,  but  they 
were  helped  on  their  way  to 
the  third  round  with  two 
moments  of  supreme  gen- 


erosity at  the  start  of  the 
second  half. 

Wednesday  are  pinning 
their  hopes  of  recovery  on 
the  Italian  duo  of  Benito 
Carbone  and  Paolo  Di 
Canio,  a partnership  of 
gleaming  white  boots,  os- 
tentatious touches  and  ex- 
travagant gestures. 

Only  16  mfnntes  had 
elapsed  when  Wednesday 
achieved  a calming  early 
goal,  and  it  required  a huge 
amount  of  fortune.  Mark 
Pembridge’s  cross  from  the 
byline  was  deflected  on  to 
the  near  post  by  Grimsby’s 
central  defender  Mark 
Lever  and  cannoned 


against  the  goalkeeper 
Aidan  Davison,  who  shov- 
elled It  into  file  net. 

Kevin  Pressman  was  not 
exactly  composed  either. 
Perhaps  the  addition  of 
Bruce  Grobbelaar  to 
Wednesday’s  staff  influ- 
enced one  madcap  rush 
from  his  goal,  which  he 
recovered  by  saving  Lee  No- 
gan’s  delayed  shot. 

Such  fleeting  uncertainty 
hardly  warned  of  what  was 
to  follow  as  Grimsby  began 
the  second  half  with  two 
goals  In  as  many  minutes. 
On  both  occasions  they 
found  acres  of  space  on  the 
left  of  Wednesday's  de- 


fence; on  both  occasions  the 
finish  was  lethaL 

Jack  Lester  made  an  im- 
pression with  his  first 
touch  as  a half-time  substi- 
tute, polling  the  ball  back 
for  Nogan  to  score.  Wednes- 
day’s defenders  barely  had 
time  to  register  what  had 
gone  wrong  when  Nogan 
collected  possession  and 
turned  provider  for  Paul 
Groves’s  thumping  finish. 

Wednesday  were  fortu- 
nate that  it  ended  there.  In 
the  next  few  minutes,  Les- 
ter’s overhead  kick  drifted 
wide,  the  same  player  had  a 
penalty  appeal  refused,  and 
Pressman  flapped  at  high 


balls  and  floundered  for 
several  low  ones.  Des 
Walker  lashed  away  one 
clearance  like  a man  who 
had  endured  enough. 

The  beauty  of  Wednes- 
day’s 64th-minute  equaliser 
was  undeniable:  Carbone’s 
graceful  chip  from  centre 
field,  Di  Canto’s  delicate 
first-time  volley  over  the 
stranded  Davison. 

TtefRMJ  VtdoMdv  (4-4-2);  Pressman; 
Nolen,  Welker,  Stofanovlc.  Briscoe  (Porte, 
S7mln);  Wtilttlngham.  Mag  1 1 ton. 
Pembrldge.  Collins  (Humphreys,  57); 
Carbons.  DI  Canio. 


. 1 4-4-2);  Davison;  McDermott. 
WkMrtngton.  Lever.  Gafllmore;  Donovan, 
Hendyelde.  Black.  Groves;  Livingstone 
(Lester,  IH),  Nogan. 

K Burge  (Tonypondy). 


Coventry  City  3,  Blackpool  1 (agg:  3-2) 


McAllister  on  the  spot  to  silence  jeers 


Peter  White 


TWO  goals  from  the  pen- 
alty spot  by  their  cap- 
tain Gary  McAllister  en- 
abled Coventry  City  to  stage  a 
remarkable  comeback  In  the 
Coca-Cola  Cup  second- round 
tie  at  Highfield  Road  last 
night  The  Scot  netted  his 
second  only  a minute  from 
time  after  Marvin  Bryan  had 
handled,  hut  Blackpool  had 
given  their  Premiership  oppo- 
nents a mighty  scare. 

A goal  up  from  the  first  leg, 
they  nearly  scored  early  as 


Results 


Football 

CHAMPIONS  LEAGUE 

droop  B 

UMUttf(l)3  Jmatn(1)X 

Shertnghara  38  Do<  Ptora  1 

Scftofcaes  Zidane  BQ 

53.428 

Oman 

Feyonoord  2.  PC  Kosice  a 

Group  C 

Rebrov  4 
Shevchenko  2fi 
100.000 


Ben»lor?7B 
Gotaflvko  85  (ofl) 


COCA-COLA  CUP 
Second  round,  second  lag 

Cowantry  (0)  3 
McAllister  si.  88  (pm) 

Dublin  70 
(WH1 
im*(ijs 

Rewirtf  43.  57 

WanchopeflO 
SmrrtageM 
Trabope  83 
IBFMI 


AM 

umghan  38 
ft66S 


(0)0 
18.45 0 


(0)1 
ShawM  (pen) 
ftSSI 

(■»»-«) 

Hi) » 
Davison  18  [ogl 
a Canto  64. 8B 
11,13) 
law  3-4) 


i(2)« 
Eueti  22.  43 
CaWedJne  47 
Gayle  GO 


(0)2 
Nogan  46 
Graves  4g 


Preston  a Aston  villa  a PM  cmuMom 
OUflum  6,  Notts  Co  O.  Port  Vale  3.  Leices- 
ter 2;  sundertand  3.  Huddersfield  1, 
Saoood  BMelem  BorttNey  1,  Bradford  c 
1;  CarGsie  0,  Rochdale  a Wrexham  3.  Lin- 
coln 0;  York  2.  Stockport  3 TMnl  DteMom 


the  second  minute,  when 
Steve  Ogrizovic  inexplicably 
dropped  an  innocuous  cross 
from  the  left  by  Lee  Philpott 
straight  to  the  feet  of  Andy 
Preece.  The  striker  hit  the 
underside  of  the  bar  and  Tony 
Ellis  fired  the  rebound  wide. 

Though  only  seventh  In  the 
Second  Division,  Blackpool 
matched  Coventry  in  all  de- 
partments. Midway  through 
the  opening  half  Marvin 
Bryan  sent  over  a cross  from 
the  right  which  Ellis  cleverly 
stepped  over  to  present 
Preece  with  another  free  shot, 
but  it  flew  over  the  bar. 


Cheater  3,  Chesterfield  1;  Scarborough  1. 
Walaaii  ft  Wigan  1.  Doncaster  4. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMSINATIOMl 
fkst  WiMhb  Charlton  a.  C Palaca  0-, 
Ipswich  2.  Oxford  Utd  X Ponsmoiati  o, 
Swindon  Z Watford  0,  Arsons!  3:  Wlmbto- 
doo  0.  OPR  3. 

mnotr  WTMUimii  Australia 
3.  Tunisia  0. 

IMS  0fmNA77OflAlf  Rap  of  Ireland  1, 

2. 


Rugby  Union 

aepwuANTATm  hatch  c»nii± 

Surrey  v Sussex, 

Tennis 

ATP  CLAY-COURT  TOfltWH  (Pa- 
larmo):  Bonaadl  rnsnft  A Baraiataax* 

(Sp)  txc  Costa  (Sp]  6-4.  *-8,  R Ate-4 
(Mar)  m D Peseartu  (Rom)  6-4,  8-3;  D 
Hrtety  (Slovak)  M H Gumy  (Am)  6-3.  3-2 
ret  A Put  las  (Sp)  bt  F Heeaurf  (II)  6-1, 
6-3. 

ATP  TOURNAMENT  (Baals):  First 
rowrtdi  T Btqvist  (Swa)  bt  □ UUtirach  (Cxj 
8-3.  3-8.  6-1;  P Kurds  (Ck)  M N Escuda 
(Fri  6-1. 6-4:  C Who— W (US) « G Rbouj 
(ft)  7-8.  B46  J Tamil  (US]  M J Sterner- 
Ink  (Nam)  7-4, 8-2: 0 ItetadeM  (GB)  W 0 
Prlmeil  (Gw)  4-6.  6-4.  7-6: 1 Heafct 
(Swttr)  bt  U Roeaet  (Swttr)  7-ft  7-6, 

LTA  SATKUITX  (Nottingham); 

M laniti  M HStan  (GB)  bt  R Hangar 
(GB)  6-3.  7-6;  N Watts  (OS)  bt  W HsrMrt 


(GB)  3*6.  tel,  6-3;  M baa  (GB)  M R Bailey 
(GB)  6-3.  B— 25  M THAn.lii  (fflH)  M D 
Lotab  (GDI  7-6. 4-4. 6-t  A Poster  (GB)  bt 
P OW  (GB)  7-C,  S-&  T Spialc*  (GB)  bt  R 


MalhMOn  [GB)  4-fi,  6-4,  6-3;  a 
fSsJJ  bt  R Bsrblar  (Fr)  6-4. 5-2  nc  M WmI 
(GB)  til  N Greenhouse  6-3.  tel;  4 Upt 
(08)  Bt  C Wall  (GB)  6-1.  tea  L ■Mean 
(GB)  bt  Cowan  (GB)  6-3, 7-8;  b SapaVord 
(G8)  W M Ggrgorc  (Skwan)  6-2.  4-8. 6-2: 
Q Pat— law  (GB)  bt  D Betdter  (GB)  6-7. 
6-4,  7-8;  A Popp  (Gar)  bt  N Gould  (GB) 
6-4.  6-1:  p luMwaan  (GB)  bt  P Maggs 
(GB)  6-3. 9-1;  A iMwIOBI  hr  C Bennett 
(SB)  6-2.  6-4;  J Pea  (GB)  W A Go mates 
(Sp)  6-3,  7-8. 

Womanr  Saoeod  noh  K Kamar  [Gar] 
H K Craea  (G8)  6-3.  B-X  L LMtaar  (GB) 
b)  M Joubort  (SA1  6-2.  &■£  L Pwkfas  (GB) 
t*  LAN  (GB)  6-4. 6-8:  A Watewright  |0B] 
bi  H CoBIn  (GB)  6-8. 6-1: 4 Want  (OB)  W K 


Coventry  regrouped  and 
went  close  on  the  half-hour 
when  Steve  Banks,  under 
pressure  from  Kyle  Light- 
bourne.  punched  a clearance 
straight  to  Willie  Boland,  who 
curled  a left-foot  shot  against 
the  bar  from  IS  yards. 

He  was  to  rue  the  miss,  for 
10  minutes  before  half-time 
Coventry  fell  farther  behind 
on  aggregate.  Philpott’s 
floated  free-kick  from  the 
right  was  helped  on  by  Jason 
Lydiate  at  the  near  post  and 
Ellis  turned  the  ball  in  to  the 
Blackpool  captain  David  Lin- 
ighan,  the  goalscorer  In  the 


EMott  (GB)  6-2.  6-2:  N Bgorow  (GB)  hi  E 
Dyittarg  (Don)  6-3, 6-4;  B Laaoaa  (Gw)  bt 
L CartwrtafK (GB) 6-4,  H;TUap>MR 
N Payna  (GB)  7-S,  3-fl,  6-4. 

Baseball 

NATIONAL  UUMUfe  DteWkw  ttein 
AUteite  13.  Kouatan  a (Atlanta  tead  atetea 
2-0). 

Basketball 

■UROLSAOm  CHAMPIOHUflP.  Group 

te  pack  BakaHka  72.  Eatudtamaa  Madrid 
76. 


Chess 


(Nath);  

— L VariWMy  (Nadi)  X,  P SvWter  (Rua) 
Jt  T Stiakad  (US)  0,  A ShJrov  (Sp)  1;  V 
Knmmk  (Ru>)  S.  m Adams  (Eng)  n j Plkat 
(Nath)  a J Lb  utter  (Fr)  1:  P Lska  (Hun)  x,  j 
Polgar  (Hun)  ft  G Kaapurtw  (Rub)  ft  A 
onlacfiuk  (Uhr)  ft  I aailarw  Kasparov  3ft 
Kramnik  3:  SWrov.  Svldlar.  Adams.  Leko 

WGRtB  YOUTH  CMAMPKMtSfOPS  (Ere- 
van, Aim);  Roy*  u-tsi  Saamd  aWa  T 
Nguyan.lVlaq  i.  K Mah  (Ena)  (b  M Parttgaa 
XH)  ft  Hi 


(Roai}ft  E Deart  no  (Bool} 

Daarlng  1.  Man  a Doming,  aga  «.  score* 
Scndand'a  youngau-avar  International 
maatm-  rosu  It  Gfcte  U-l  B>  Rond  algMi  J 
Heuaka  (Eng)  ft  O Ratete  (Bt)  ft  Ram* 
■tea*  M TaaiuflaiaalN)il  (Gao)  0.  Houaka  1. 
L— dan  D Ookadani  (Goo)  7ft  Atom 
Houaka  ft  R Shaldon  (Eng)  4. 

Cricket 

TOUR  HATCHi  KanwM  3 Africa  30S-7 
dac  (S  Poneek  74no.  J mils  52).  PCS 
Combined  ja  48-0. 

OMHMV  HATCH,  Bete.ieyai  23mba- 
bwa  acorad  233-6  (G  Ftewer  G6).  New  Zea- 
land 233-8  (M  Homo  66).  Match  drown. 


Snooker 


5-1. 


I (Eng)  bt  S Deula  (Bng)  6-4; 
i (Eng)  bt  A RnMadoux  (Can) 


lea  Hockey 


■MKMMUM  LHAWm  DMatoo  n Usfl- 
ehastar  Z Dynamo  Moscow  3 (or) 


first  leg,  who  swept  it  into  the 
roof  of  the  net 

The  second  half  brought 
jeers  and  slow  handclaps 
from  the  Coventry  support- 
ers, although  they  would  have 
been  used  to  such  situations, 
having  seen  Gillingham.  Wal- 
sall and  Scarborough  elimi- 
nate their  side  from  this  com- 
petition in  recent  seasons. 

The  manager  Gordon  Stra- 
chan  responded  by  making  a 
double  substitution.  Introduc- 
ing Andrew  Ducros  and 
Trond  ScJtvedt  for  Paul  Wil- 
liams and  Lightbourne. 

Coventry  were  thrown  a 


BBNSCM  a HEDGES  CUPs  Nottingham  ft 
BrasknoB  a Slough  2.  Cardin  13;  Toltcro  3, 
ShafMd  7. 


Fixtures 


Football 

(7.30  iMileas  Btaisd) 

■unomMH  CUP  nnnr  am  pm 

kp  Klliruirnock  v OQC 


Mw  (agg:  V-3k  Stow.  BrmMava  * Oml- 
ma  <0-2: 7JJ5). 


Dundalk  w Finn  Harp*  (7 AS). 

AVON  msURANCN  COMBI HATTOfll 
Brat  DMaluiu  Norwich  v MUlwall. 


Basketball 


■uownsn  LIAOUHi  LBofWrtls  v Sttet- 

flahf  (7Jt). 


• The  Chicago  White  Sox 
baseball  team  have  sacked 
their  manager  Terry  Beving- 
tou  after  a disappointing  sea- 
son in  the  standings  and  at 
the  box  office.  Bevington  took 
the  blame  after  last  year's  big 
off-season  outlay  for  the  free 
agent  Albert  Belle  failed  to 
produce  results. 

Chicago  Spent  $65  TnilHnn 
on  the  slugging  outfielder, 
who  had  starred  for  Cleve- 
land. The  move  was  expected 


to  help  the  White  Sox  and 
hurt  the  Cleveland  Indiana, 
but  Belle  bad  an  unspectacu- 
lar season  and  the  Indians 
won  the  American  League 
Central.  Belle's  performance, 

I 


lifeline  in  the  61st  minute 
when  a clumsy  challenge  by 
Bryan  on  Dublin  allowed 
McAllister,  who  had  earlier 
hit  a post,  to  score  from  the 
penalty  spot  Nine  minutes 
later  Coventry  hauled  them- 
selves level  on  aggregate 
when  Dublin  met  a centre 
from  the  right  by  Ducros  and 
glanced  a header  past  Banks; 
then  came  McAllister’s  spot- 
kick  winner. 

Cmaatrjr  CBy  (4-4-2);  Ogrlaovks  Broan. 
Shaw.  William*,  Burrows;  O'Neill.  Boland. 
McAH later.  Hall:  Dublin.  UgMbounw. 
MacApaal  (5-3-2):  Banka;  Bryan.  LyzUata, 
Llnlghan.  Bradshaw,  Philpott:  Malian. 
Bonner.  Clarkson:  Preece.  Ellis. 
nafaiwai  M Read  (Birmingham). 


combined  with  a bad  ankle 
injury  to  the  third  baseman 
Robin  Ventura,  contributed 
to  the  White  Sox  finishing  six 
games  behind  the  first-placed 
Cleveland. 

“7  have  not  set  a timetable 
for  finding  a new  manager,” 
said  the  White  Sox  general 
manager  Ron  Schueler.  "With 
the  young  and  aggressive 
team  we  are  going  to  have  in 
1998, 1 think  it  ls  very  Impor- 
tant that  we  find  the  right 
person,  no  matter  bow  long 
that  process  takes." 


• The  Swiss  champions  Sion 

have  made  a formal  protest  to 

European  football's  ruling 

body  that  one  of  the  goals  was 

too  small  for  their  Uefa  Cup 
match  away  to  Spartak  Mos- 
cow on  Tuesday.  Sion  have 
asked  that  the  first-round, 
second-leg  match  which 
ended  2-2,  Spartak  winning 
3-2  on  aggregate,  be  awarded 
to  the  Swiss  side  3-0,  allowing 
them  to  go  through  to  the 
second  round. 

According  to  media  reports, 
measurements  by  a Uefa 
match  delegate,  which  de- 
layed the  start  of  the  game, 
found  that  the  crossbar  at  one 
end  of  the  Locomotlv  stadium 
was  below  the  regulation 
height 


-A 


signing 


Don  Boat 


Kevin  eeeuan  has 

targeted  Sunderland’s 
Paul  BraceweU  as  I» 
ffnd  Vfc  team  manager  Ray 
Wilkins  start  the  long  haul 
which  they  hope  will  end 
with.  Fulham  reaching  the 
Premiership. 

Keegan,  the  club's  chief  op- 
erating officer,  hopes  to  land 
the  former  England  midr 
fielder,  who  was  among  his 
first  signings  when  he  took 
ever  at  Newcastle  -in  19B2. 
Brace  well’s  influence  proved 
as  United  climbed  into 
the  Premiership,  and  Keegan 
believes  the  36-year-old  can. 
do  a yimflar  job  at  Craven 
Cottage. 

Sunderland’s  manager 
Peter  Reid  will- not  want  to 
lose  Brace  well,  who  is  his 
No.  2 at  the  Stadium  of  Light, 
hut  the  former  Everton 
favourite,  who  has  not  started 
a league  game  this  season,  be- 
lieves he  can  play  for  at  least 
another  two  years  and  may  be 
tempted  by  Fulham.  - 
Southampton  are  on  the 
verge  of  gigntog  their  fourth. 
Norwegian'  international  in 
the  Lille strom  midfielder 
Staale  SoUbakken,  who  was  in 
the  side  defeated  by  Twente 
Enschede  in  the  Uefa  Cup  on. 
Tuesday.  Solbakken,  a Nor- 
way team-mate  of  the  Saints’ 
EgU  Ostenstad,  Claus  Lun- 
dekvam  and  Stig  Johansen,  is 
available  at  £500,000. 

The  Leicester  City  striker 
Steve  daridge  may  be  on  his 
way  to  Reading,  whose  man- 
ager Terry  Buflivant  is  pre- 
pared to  pay  £500,000  for  the 
31 -year-old  who  is  out  of 
favour  and  has  been  told  he 
can  leave  Filbert  Street  for 
the  right  money. 

Coventry  City  have  lodged 
an  appeal  with  the  Football 
Association  over  Diem  Dub- 
lin's d i«m  tarn!  in  Sunday’s 
Premiership  at  Black- 
burn. They  want  the  Lough- 
borough referee  Peter  Jones 
to  be  asked  by  the  FA  to 
review  a video  of  the  incident 
in  which  Dublin  was  involved 
in  a clash  with  Colin  Hendry 
and  was  sent  off  for  allegedly 
using  his  elbow. 

The  Republic  of  Ireland, 
manager  Mick  McCarthy  has 
named  three  new  caps  in' his 
squad  of  22  for  the  final 
Group  Eight  World  Cup  quali- 
fying match  against  Romania 
at  Lansdowne  Road,  Dublin, 
on  Saturday  week: 

The  Tottenham  defender 
Stephen  Carr,  the  Derby  mid- 
fielder Lee  Carsley  and  the 
Southampton  striker  Michael 
Evans  are  drafted  in  as  Mc- 
Carthy shields  the  hulk  of  his 
senior  squad  because  the 
Republic  are  certain  to  qual- 
ify for  the  play-offs.  j 

BOUAOi  Ginn  (Newcastle),  A Katiy 
[Shm»  u):  a Kaffir  (Leeds),  hmm 
(Everton).  Karla  (Leeds).  Mb  (Liver- 
pool). ■«<••■  (Coventry).  Cwniaeham 
(Wimbledon),  Kmm  (Blackbornh 
Fleming  (MJddlembrouoti},  Carr  (Totten- 
ham). Townsend  (Middlesbrough), 
IIiisiMii  (Reading).  MeLonnhBn  (Ports- 
mouth). McAtww  (Liverpool).  Cerelee 
(Derby),  teireSr  (Evnnon).  CwunPy 
(Feyenoord),  Cueartio  (Nancy). 
Kennedy  (Liverpool).  D Ksfly  (Tran-. 
■).  tea  (Southampton). 


Claridge  - • ■ out  of  favour 


Breakaway  a 
step  nearer 

A BREAKAWAY  league  in 
Scotland  came  a step 
closer  yesterday  when  repre- 
sentatives of  the  io  Premier 
Division  “rebels”  and  the 
Football  League  management 
committee  agreed  to  set  up  a 
working  group  to  discuss  how 
the  proposals  would  affect  the 
smaller  clubs. 

After  a "far-reaching”  de- 
bate both  sides  were  satisfied 
that  the  latest  development 
would  help  resolve 
worries  about  a separate 
league  structure,  but  Peter 
Donald,  the  Scottish  League 
secretary,  warned  that  there 
was  stm  “plenty  of  talking  to 
do"  before  consideration 
could  be  given  to  allowing  the 

10  to  set  up  on  their  own. 

But  Lex  Gold,  the  Premier 
chibs’  spokesman,  insisted: 
Tt  is  progress  in  that  we 
have  been  sitting  in  the 
same  room  discussing  the 
proposals.” 

Ltttlewoods  Pools  are  to  fea- 
ture World  Cup  qualifying 
matchwjm  Saturday week on 
their  British  coupons,  with 
Bames  such  as  Italy  v England 
and  Russia  v Bulgaria  sitting 

day’s  Nation 

wide  and  Scottish  fixtures. 
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inquiry 


MarkTaileirtire 
**1  Ian  Ross 


IARTIN  O’NEILL  may 
become  the  subject  of 
a Uefa  inquiry  for 
remarks  about  the 
raeree  on  duty  at  Filbert 
Street  on  Tuesday,  when  his 
Leicester  side  were  Tcroy^pfl 
out  of  die  Uefa  Cup  by  Atle- 
tlco  Madrid. 

^OT'Jefll  was  so  incensed  by 
tbfi  performance  of  the  French 
offipial  Remi  Harrel,  who  sent 
off  Garry  Parker  for  talcing  a 
free-kick  before  the  whistle 
ms  second  bookable  offence, 
and  turned  down  three  penal- 
ty appeals  as  Leicester  lost 
- 2-0,  that  he  added  that  his 
dub  were  considering  making 
their  own  complaint  to  Uefa. 

*1  felt  we  couldn't  win. 

There  are  shades  of  1984  and 

Anderlecht  and  all  that  type 
of  stuff”  he  said,  referring  to 
a Uefa.  Cup  semi-final  lost  by 
Nottingham  Forest  3-2  to  a 
disputed  late  penalty  and  for 
which  the  Belgian  club 
recently  admitted  bribing  the 
referee. 

“You  do  feel,  what's  the 
point  [of  appealing]?  But  then 
you  think  there  Is  a point  to 
prevent  it  happening  again 
What  happened  was  disgust- 
ing, absolutely  shocking." 

Yesterday  a Uefa  spokes- 
man said:  “We  will  be  waiting 
dir  a report  from  not  only  the 
referee  but  our  observer  and 
the  rest  of  the  delegation.  If  it 
is  found  .that  the  Leicester 
manager  did  malt*  such  a 
remark  then  we  would  cer- 
tainly hold  an  inquiry.” 
Liverpool's’  manager  Roy 
Evans  was  at  the  Nou  Camp 
last  night  to  watch  one  of 
Europe’s  more  respected  de- 
fenders face  Barcelona.  Xf 
Evans  likes  what  he  sees  and 
decides  to  meet  an  estimated 
price  of  £3  million,  Jaap 
Stain,  PSV  Eindhoven’s  25- 
year-old  centre-back,  may  be 
at  Anfield  before  Christmas. 

Evans  has  not  let  his  relief 
at  the  away-goals  victory 
over  Celtic  cloud  his  judg- 
ment; he  knows  Liverpool 
were  lucky. 

“The  effort  is  there  but  it  is 
vitally  important  that  we  add 
some  quality  as  quickly  as  we 
can,”  he  said.  "We  will  need 
to  improve  if  we  are  to  win 
anything  this  season.  We  just 
could  not  finish  Celtic  off  and 
that  is  a problem  we  have  en- 
countered recently.” 

Jamie  Redknapp,  Neil  Rud- 
dock and  Oyvind  Leonhardsen 
all  completed  90  minutes  in  a 
specially  arranged  match  with 
Crewe  reserves  yesterday.  It 
was  Redkuapp’s  first  fall  game 
since  breaking  his  right  ankle 
playing  for  England  in  May. 


That  question  was  below  the  belt . . . Golota  struggles  unsuccessfully  to  explain  the  wayward  shots  that  got  him  disqualified  twice  against  Riddick  Bowe  photograph:  Charles  arbogast 

Falling  foul  of  Andrew  Golota  is  a mistake 


John  Rawling  in  Atlantic  City  meets  the  low-aimer  who  faces  Lennox  Lewis  on  Saturday 


Brown  talks  up 
Celtic  striker’s 
starting  claims 


Patrick  Glean 


CRAIG  BROWN,  named 
Rwnnn  Donnelly  as  the 
player  most  likely  to  break 
into  the  Scotland  team  far 
their  decisive  World  Cup 
qualifier  against  Latvia  when 
he  announced  his  23-man 
sound  Yesterday. 

Brown  said  the  recent  form 
of  Celtic's  22-year-dd  striker 
was  a sound  reason  to  change 

the  side  who  beat  Belarus  4-1 
a month  ago  and  need  to  win 
on. Saturday  week  to  qualify 
automatically  far  next  year’s 
finals  in  France. 

- “I’ve  been  an  admire'  of 
Simon's  since  hie  was  in  the 
youth  team  with  us,”  said  the 
coach.  T always  .thought  he 
would  be  a serious  contender  If 

we  reached  the  finals  but  he 
has  made  us  thinkvery  seri- 
ously about  picking  him  far 
this  last  qualifier..  He.  has 
quick  feet  and  a lively  mind, 
and  is  good,  in  the  air  for  his 
height  and  makes  intelligent 
rims.  The  only  thing  against 

irim  is  his  lack  of  practice  play- 

Ing pur.flfst-dmice 
strike*  Kevin  GaHacher.  . 

As 'expected  Colin  Hendry 
turns  to  the  squad  after 

*“  - *-h'be- 


Andrew  golota, 

training  to  meet 
Lennox  Lewis  for 
the  World  Boxing 
Council  heavyweight  title 
on  Saturday,  ended  his 
final  sparring  session  with 
his  idea  of  a joke:  a solid 
left  into  Derek  Williams's 
abdominal  protector. 

The  6ft  6in  former  Euro- 
pean and  Commonwealth 
champion  winced,  then 
forced  a weak  smile.  Be  has 
become  used  to  such  treat- 
ment after  six  weeks'  spar- 
ring with  the  fighter  be  de- 
scribes as  “a  nutter”. 

“I  had  to  do  60  rounds 
with  him,”  said  the  32-year- 
old  Londoner.  “My  wife  has 
been  worried  about  it,  but 
my  voice  is  still  low.  He's  a 
crazy  guy  and  a dirty  fighter 
even  when  he’s  training." 

Many  experts  are  saying 
that  the  28-year-old  Foie, 
who  was  twice  disqualified 
against  Riddick  Bowe  last 
year  for  throwing  low 
punches,  has  the  ability  to 
end  Lewis’s  reign  as  cham- 
pion. The  Atlantic  City 
Convention  Centre,  which 


Golf 


holds  15,500  people,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  sold  out 
Williams,  an  affable  smil- 
ing giant  who  lectures  in 
civil  engineering  when  not 
risking  serious  lower-body 
damage  against  Golota. 
said  the  Pole  suffers 
“frightening  mood  swings”. 
He  added:  “I  sparred  with 
Tyson,  and  they’re  very 
similar.  They  seem  really 


nice,  then  flip  in  a minute.” 

Mercifully,  Golota  seemed 
sweetness  and  light  person- 
ified as  he  sat  betide  the 
ring,  a towel  draped  across 
his  hnge  and  acned 
shoulders.  The  bad  hoy 
seemed  to  be  searching  for 
friends  as  he  spoke. 

*T  was  very  disappointed 
after  my  last  fight  [with 
Bowel-  It  was  terrible,  a 
tragedy,”  be  said  in  halting 
English.  “It  took  me  a long 
time  to  get  over  it.  1 am  stOl 
thinking  about  it." 

He  laughed  repeatedly, 
the  guilty,  nervous  reaction 
of  a child  caught  stealing 
from  his  mother's  purse.  He 
loves  the  sport  and  knows 
he  did  wrong,  yet  cannot 


rationally  explain  why  the 
red  haze  came  down. 

“I  Him  to  see  clean  box- 
ing, believe  me.  What  has 
happened  In  the  last  few 
heavyweight  title  fights  has 
been  terrible,  starting  with 
mine."  Another  half- 
chuckle.  “The  people  do  not 
deserve  it  We  are  paid  a lot 
of  money  to  do  a great 
show.  I wonld  like  to  be  a 

think  above  the  waist,  ya 
know  what  I mean.” 

Less  stridently,  Dnva, 
who  has  a history  of  heart 
trouble,  said:  “I  quit  the 
last  time  he  was  disquali- 
fied. And  the  time  before,  X 
was  carried  out  of  Madison 
Square  Garden  on  a 
stretcher  during  that  riot 
Maybe  I should  have 
thought  ‘Who  needs  this?* 

‘He’s  a crazy  guy  and  a dirty  fighter  even 
when  he’s  training.  I sparred  with  Tyson,  and 
they’re  very  simifar,  they  can  flip  in  a minute’ 

great  champion,  not  to  he 
remembered  as  a man  who 
was  disqualified-" 

A few  feet  away,  Golota’s 
75-year-old  trainer  Lon 
Duva  was  going  through 
his  customary  one-liners 
for  the  local  television 
stations.  “They'll  need  a 
crane  to  winch  Lennox  out 
of  the  fight.  Andrew  has  so 
much  talent.  He  fast  has  to 

But  1 talked  to  him  and  he 
understands  now,  at  least  l 
think  he  does.  I said, 
•Would  yon  rather  work  in 
a factory  or  on  the  farm,  or 
be  heavyweight  champion 
of  the  world?"’ 
with  refreshing  candour, 
Williams  predicts  that  Go- 
lota will  revert  to  type  if 
the  going  gets  tough.  “He 
has  a street-fighter  mental- 

tty,  which  is  not  a bad 
tiling  because  you  need  that 
fire.  But  Andrew  takes  it 
too  far,  down  south  under 
the  belt. 

’The  bottom  line  is,  I 
have  to  question  his  heart. 
In  the  last  fight  against 
Bowe  I think  us  low  blows 
were  Intentional.  It  was  a 
hard  fight  and  that  was  his 
way  to  get  out  of  it.” 

Williams  was  beaten  in 
three  rounds  by  Lewis 
when  they  met  in  April 
1992,  losing  his  European 
and  Commonwealth  titles, 
so  he  knows  more  than 
most  about  the  opponents’ 
respective  attributes. 

“This  fight  Is  between  the 
two  best  fighters  in  the 
world  right  now.  They  both 
have  the  ammunition  but 
Lennox  has  the  edge  in 
punch  power.  For  all-round 
fighting  ability  I lean  to 
Andrew,  but  Lennox  has 
the  aces.  Whoever  Imposes 
his  will  In  the  first  minute 
of  the  first  round  will  be 
the  winner.” 

Golota  already  enjoys 
hero  status  in  Poland  and 
will  have  heavy  support 
here  on  the  New  Jersey 
coast  from  the  Polish  com- 


Montgomerie  hints  at  US  Tour  switch 


Michael  Britten  In  Berlin 


flftot'iry,  — - 

vdefender  wiE  go  bade 
2*'  team  unopposed  as 
remains  fit 'But 
L.was  disdainful  of  Dun- 
erghsoo's  position  after 
stnlter  OTOte  to 

; j?A  insisting  , he 


rv&bWkflMs:  years  .intjis 
‘ gairTTfonm  “and  in  that 
i Duncan  Ferguson  has. 
red  three'limes.  Yet  he  gets 
e mileage  out  of  the  media 
l players  whet  turn  upregu- 
randmakeacoafa^hution. 

don’t  . want  to  get  to- 
ed ,1h  wfetjvW ny  his  Club 
rather 

abont  toe  .-players  who 
in  thaqqqaftjmd  who  will 
'i  Celtic  Park  a week  on 
rday  wpdoi®  to  get  us  to 

. __  sswae 

TMnKM«y,aM^Www« 

mr  {ti* 

I {AJMrtMnfc  -ummAt 

■pCM*  (Both  Rang**]- 


THE  writing  is  on  the 
wall,  but  it  will  be  an- 
other month  before 
Colin  Montgomerie  decides 
whether  to  join  Nick  Faldo  on 
the  US  Tour  in  search  of 
that  elusive  first  major 
championship. 

. ‘1  have  until  five  days  after 
the  Volvo  Masters  to  make  up 
my  mind,"  Montgomerie  said 
— "arday  on  arriving  far  the 

, Jp  German  Masters  at  the 

Motzener  See  dub.  Victory 


Rugby  League 


here  would  ensure  he  be- 
comes the  European  No.  1 far 
an  unprecedented  fifth 
successive  year. 

“It  is  an  ongoing  debate,” 
admitted  the  Scot,  whose  ma- 
jestic finish  against  Scott 
Hoch  secured  Europe’s  nail- 
biting  victory  at  VakJerrama. 
■q  gained  my  US  Tour  card 
two  years  ago  and  did  not  go 
over  there  and  how  I have  se- 
cured it  again  this  season.  I 
am  talking  all  the  time  to  my 
wife  Eimear  about  what  I 
should  do." 

Yet  Montgomerie  gave  a 


Wigan  pair  barred 


Andy  Wilson 


Great  Britain’s 

chances  of  victory  m 

the  Super  League  inter- 
nationals against  Australia 
suffered  their  biggest  setback 
yet  when  the  Australian 
Rugby  League  yesterday  for- 
bade Gary  Connolly  ami  Jason 
Robinson  to  play.  The  two, 
currently  playing  for  Wigan, 
qj  grind  with  the  ARL  during 
the  bidding  war  when  Soper 
League  was  launched  in  1995. 

With  the  scrum-hal ves 
Tony  Smith  and  Shaun  Ed- 
wards suffering  from  knee  in- 
juries which  require  sorsery. 
Andy  Goodway  is  bereft  oftos 

first-choice- back  line. 

.‘It  would  he  inappropriate 

to  allow  the  ARIrContracted 

players  to  play  against  a team 

which  refases  the 
the  ARL  or  Its  contracted 
tdayers  In  Australia.”  said  an 
ARL  statement  This  is  a 
riposte  to  the  Australian 
Super  League  which, 
recent  internationals  against 
New  .Zealand,  picked  only 
players  contracted  to  iteeit 

Super  League  yesterday  dis- 


enfranchised the  Perth  West- 
ern Reds.  The  club  blame  the 
enormous  costs  of  travelling 
to  and  from  Western  _ Austra- 
lia, but  this  undermines  the 
whole  principle  of  developing 
a nationwide  competition. 

Meanwhite,  Edwards's  move 
from  London  Broncos  to  Brad- 
ford Bulls  for  about  £40,000  wfll 
be  subject  to  a medical  after 
his  operation.  His  place  to  toe 
Broncos’  team  for  Sundays 
World  Club  Championship 
quarterfinal  against  Crcmma 
at  The  Stoop  will  go  to  the  20- 
year-old  Giles  Thomas. 

• The  Game’s  annual  general 
meeting  last  night  rejected  a 
proposal  from  Super  League 
dubs  to  loan  up  to 

to  lower-division  dubs,  but 

the  Alliance  competition  wm 
become  optional,  and 
restricted  to  under-21  players 
by  the  year  2001. 

There  will  also  be  a gradual 

reduction  in  the  overseas 
quote,  with  SrqjerLeape 
dubs  restricted  to  five  play- 
ers for  the  next  two  seasons 
and  three  in  the 
Lower-division  clubs  wffl  be 
a2ow«3  four  next  year,  three 

in  1999  and  two  In  2000. 


strong  hint  when  he  added: 
“It  was  a shock  to  Ihe  Euro- 
pean Tour  when  Nick  left  but 
it  has  survived.  Now  I hope 
our  Ryder  Cup  victory  will  be 
a major  bonus  for  the  circuit 

“One  thing  I have  definitely 
decided  Is  (hat  Z win  play  one 
tour  or  other  but  not  both.  No 
one  has  ever  succeeded  in 
doing  both  at  the  same  time." 

Montgomerie  pointed  to  the 
lesson  learned  by  Ernie  Els, 
his  conqueror  at  the  US  Open 
In  June.  “Ernie  has  tried  to 
play  both  tours  this  season 
but  he  did  not  manage  it  All 


Tennis 


that  criss-crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic takes  a heavy  toll  You 
must  pace  yourself.  I could 
play  51  weeks  a year  but  what 
good  is  that  If  it  kills  you?” 
With  only  two  more  events 
counting  after  this,  Montgo- 
merie leads  the  Volvo  rank- 
ings — which  he  clinched 
here  last  year — by  more  than 
£81,000.  The  defending  Ger- 
man Masters  champion  Dar- 
ren Clarke  is  his  closest  chal- 
lenger, with  the  home 
favourite  Bernhard  Longer 
Iks  than  £6,000  behind  in 
third  place.  They  are  among 


eight  other  members  of  the 
Europe  team,  as  well  as  the 
captain  Seve  Ballesteros,  to 
have  made  the  journey  from 
southern  Spain,  and  have 
been  joined  by  Tom  Lehman 
and  Phil  Mickelson  from  the 
United  States  team,  plus  the 
1996  US  Open  champion  Steve 
Jones. 

The  first  prize  of  £125,000 
would  probably  only  hasten 
Montgomerie’s  departure.  “I 
am  here  to  do  a job  of  work," 
he  added.  “But  if  I make  it 
five  in  a row  it  wOl  be  the  end 
of  this.” 


muni  ties  of  Chicago,  where 
he  lives,  and  New  York. 

The  bookmakers  in  Las 
Vegas  have  made  Lewis  the 
5-7  favourite,  hot  the  gap  is 
closing  and  his  odds  may  be 
closer  to  evens  by  fight 
time,  such  is  America's  fas- 
cination with  and  growing 
belief  in  Golota. 

Beads  of  perspiration 
glistened  on  his  head  as  he 
peered  into  the  eyes  of  bis 
interrogators,  as  if  inviting 
their  support,  and  con- 
fided: "X  have  dreamed 
about  winning  the  title.  It 
would  be  the  happiest  mo- 
ment of  any  boxer's  life.  My 
family  is  coming  over  from 
Poland  and  it  will  be  a 
great  thing  for  every  Polish 
person." 

Once  more,  though,  his 
ice-blue  eyes  clouded.  “The 
Polish  people  Look  at  me  as 
a role  model,  and  I am  not 
comfortable  with  that  1 
didn’t  ask  for  It  1 am  just  a 
human  being,  but  now 
everybody  watches  me." 

He  is  asked  one  final 
question.  Can  he  row  that 
he  will  not  throw  low 
punches  on  Saturday  and 
be  disqualified  yet  again? 
“Don’t  bet  on  it"  he  said. 


Sport  in  brief 


Eubank 
in  title 
fight 
muddle 


John  Rawflng 


CHRIS  EUBANK  (above) 
was  at  the  centre  of 
controversy  last  night 
after  being  given  an  unex- 
pected chance  to  regain  his 
World  Boxing  Organisation 
super-middleweight  title. 

He  was  told  yesterday  that 
Steve  Collins  had  been 
stripped  of  the  belt  after  com- 
plaining of  a boll  on  the  sole 
of  his  foot  and  withdrawing 
from  his  thrice-postponed  de- 
fence against  Joe  Calzaghe. 

The  promoter  Prank  War- 
ren announced  that  Eubank 
wonld  now  step  in  against  the 
undefeated  Welshman  on  a 
pay-per-view  Sky  TV  bill 
headed  by  Naseem  Hamed  in 
Sheffield  on  Saturday  week. 

Last  night,  however,  the 
WBO  president  Francois  Val- 
carsal  insisted  that  Collins 
remained  the  super-middle- 
weight champion  and  ex- 
pressed surprise  that  Cal- 
zaghe-Eubank  bad  been 
matched  for  an  interim  fight 
"Collins  is  the  champion, 
no  way  has  he  been  stripped 
of  the  title,"  he  said.  “Frank 
Warren  approached  us  for 
either  Chris  Eubank  or  Dean 
Francis  to  face  Calzaghe  for 
the  interim  title.  We’ve  not  of- 
ficially sanctioned  the  in- 
terim fight  but  if  Eubank  has 
been  announced  then  1 be- 
lieve that  we  will  agree  in  the 
interests  of  the  promotion 
and  the  fighters." 

Valcarsal  confirmed  that 
the  winner  of  Eubank-Cal- 
zaghe  would  automatically 
face  Collins,  who  has  been 
training  in  America. 

The  Irishman  had  opposed 
the  fight  with  Calzaghe  from 
the  outset  saying  the  Welsh 
southpaw  had  done  nothing 
to  merit  a world  title  fight 
Cynics  might  suggest  Col- 
lins has  been  railroaded  out 
of  his  title  because  of  the 
dwindling  appeal  of  Hamed  as 
a headline  draw  far  a pay-per- 
view  promotion.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  Hamed ’s  bout  with 
an  unknown  Colombian.  Vic- 
tor Llerena,  would  have  made 
money  without  the  addition 
of  Eubank  to  the  Sheffield 
programme  in  a meaningful 
contest. 


Sore  and  weary  Rusedski  finally  gets  into 

his  stride  to  set  up  meeting  with  Ferreira 


Stephen  Blertey 


Greg  RUSEDSKI,  a little 
weary  and  shoulder-sore, 
followed  Tim  Henman  into 
today’s  second  round  of  the 
Swiss  Indoor  Championship 
to  Bade  with  a 4-6,  6-4,  7-6 
victory  over  David  Prtoosfl 
yesterday  evening. 

Though  Prinosil  had  lost  11 
consecutive  singles  since 
April,  Rusedski  had  cause  to 
be  circumspect:  last  year  the 
Czech-born  German  knocked 
oat  another  left-hander,  Goran 
Ivanisevic,  fa  the  fire  round. 


Rusedski  looked  tired  after 
his  exertions  in  the  US  Open, 
Bournemouth  and  last  week's 
Grand  Slam  Cup  and  rarely 
served  at  fall  strength  on  a 
slowish  carpet.  Frfaosfl  took 
advantage,  winning  the  Brit- 
ish Nal’s  opening  service 
game,  but  Rusedski  restored 
the  status  quo  quickly  before 
Prinosil  again  broke  and 

served  out  for  the  first  set 

Twice  during  the  Grand 
glam  Cup  Rusedski  went  a set 
down  before  coming  back 
strongly,  and  this  was  the 
case  again  yesterday. 

A foot  fault  during  the 


second  set  temporarily  upset 
him  but  he  managed  to  chan- 
nel his  annoyance  into  win- 
ning shots,  although  it  was  a 
fortuitous  net  cord  which 
paved  the  way  for  him  to  win 
the  set  The  third  set  was  also 
tight  before  Prinosil's  serve 
let  him  down  conclusively  in 
the  12th  game. 

Today  Henman  plays  Karol 
Kucera  of  Slovakia,  who  beat 
him  in  this  year’s  Notting- 
ham semi-final  before  losing 
to  Rusedski,  while  the  British 
No.  1 takes  on  South  Africa’s 
Wayne  Ferreira,  Henman’s 
nemesis  at  the  US  Open. 


Ice  Hockey  

Dynamo  power  on  as  Storm  blow  out  in  overtime 

M 


ANCHESTER  Storm 
suffered  a second  over- 
time defeat  In  three  weeks 
in  the  European  Hockey 
League  on  Tuesday,  writes 

VlcBatchelder. 

A goal  by  Alexandre  Khar- 
ito  gave  Dynamo  Moscow, 


the  b«*aten  finalists  last  sea- 
son, a 3-2  win  three  minutes 
into  the  extra  period. 

Manchester,  whosegoals 
were  scored  by  Mikael  Wik- 

lander  and  Brad  _ Turner, 
retain  one  point  fro™ 
draw  in  regulation  time. 


I 


• Cardiff  s 13-2  win  at 
Slough  ensured  their  Ben- 
son and  Hedges  Cup  quar- 
ter-final place  as  Group  B 
winners  on  goal  difference, 
Nottingham,  level  on 
points,  beat  Bracknell  only 

4-2  to  finish  runners-up. 


Leaders  race  away 
on  winds  of  gold 

THE  leaders  of  the  Whitbread  Round  the  World  Yacht  Race, 
now  into  the  stronger  winds  of  the  north-east  trades,  are 
Increasing  their  advantage  as  those  at  the  back  of  the  10-boat 
fleet  creep  towards  the  good  breezes,  writes  Bob  Fisher.  Knut 
Frostad’s  Innovation  Kvaemer  was  first  into  the  new  wind  and 
has  a 40-mile  lead  over  Paul  Cayarri  in  E F Language  and  Grant 
Dalton  In  Merit  Cup.  It  is  yet  to  be  seen  whether  Cayard’s 
strategy  of  being  the  most  easterly  will  pay  off  as  they  approach 
the  Cape  Verde  Islands;  Kvaemer  and  Merit  Cup  win  pass  west 
of  the  islands  whereas  EF  Language  will  go  between  them. 

For  much  of  yesterday  the  fleet  bad  testing  conditions,  aim- 
ing to  avoid  large  black  clouds  that  draw  up  the  wind  and  leave 
the  yachts  becalmed.  Fuzz  Span  hake,  on  Chessle  Racing,  said: 
“The  wind  has  turned  360  degrees  around  the  compass  twice  in 
six  hours.  I have  lost  count  of  all  the  sail  changes  we  have 
completed.” 

Lawrie  Smith's  Silk  Cut  is  125  miles  behind  at  the  back  of  the 
leading  group.  The  all-women  crew  led  by  Christine  Guillou  in 
EF  Education  moved  only  23  miles  in  eight  hours  and  during 
that  time  lost  60  miles  to  the  leaders. 


Davis  is  down  and  out 

THE  six-times  world  snooker  champion  Steve  Davis,  who  had  to 
rely  on  a wild  card  for  his  place  to  the  12-man  field  for  the  Regal 
Scottish  Masters,  left  Motherwell  last  night  after  his  5-4  defeat  in 
the  first  round  by  Nigel  Bond,  the  world  No.  8,  twites  Cltoe 
Everton.  The  40-year-old  world  No.  13.  who  in  Beijing  two  weeks 
ago  secured  his  72nd  title  from  his  99th  professional  final,  played 
well,  however,  and  levelled  at  4-4  from  two  down  with  three  to 
play.  ‘Tm  never  happy  unless  1 win,”  he  said  despondently.  “I 
couldn’t  give  a monkeys  about  my  form  If  llose.  Nearly  is  not 
good  enough." 


Sharks  finally  clinch  Finch 

CHRIS  FINCH  win.  finally  take  charge  of  the  Sheffield  Sharks 
basketball  club  officially  tonight  when  they  play  the  Greater 
London  Leppards  at  the  London  Arena,  writes  Robert  ftyoe.  After 
being  denied  a work  permit  to  coach,  the  Sharks’ guard  has  been 
awarded  his  UK  residency  by  the  immigration  authorities.  “This 

will  allow  us  to  revert  to  our  original  plaup."  said  Sheffield'^ 
general  manager  Yuri  Matiscben.  “It  has  been  highly  frustrating 
that  he  has  not  been  able  to  coach  the  team  he  brought  together” 
Finch,  a Floridian  who  has  a Masters  in  European  Politics  from 
Sheffield  University,  is  in  his  fifth  season  as  a Sharks  player.  His 

team  have  won  aft  their  three  league  gawwi. 

Tray  Hofley,  the  Thames  Valley  Tigers  forward,  has  won  the 
league's  first  Player  of  the  Month  award  of  the  new  season  after 
averaging  21  points  and  a league-leading  i$,3  rebounds  a game. 


Lenham  bats  on  in  marketing 

NEIL  LENHAM  has  been  appointed  marketing  manager  at  Rus- 
sex  County  Cricket  Club.  Ihe  31-year-old  former  batsman,  who 
retired  last  season  because  of  a foot  injury  after  16  years  with  the 
dub,  will  be  joined  to  the  restructured  administration  by  Adam 
Tarrant,  29.  who will  take  up  the  newpost  of  commercial  director. 
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Champions  League 


Group  B:  Manchester  United  3,  Juventus  2 


Giggs  caps  United  rally 


up 


Sfvs 


David  Lacay  

ANCHESTER 
United  simply 
refused  to  rec- 
ognise the  com- 
pelling logic  of 
another  imminent  defeat  by 
Juventus  in  the  Champions 
League  at  Old  Trafford  last 
night  even  when  Alessandro 
Del  Piero  scored  for  the  Ital- 
ian side  after  a mere  20 
seconds. 

With  Ryan  Giggs  and  Teddy 
Sheringham  gradually  estab- 
lishing parity  and  at  tunes 
dominating  the  tough  Juven- 
tus  defenders.  United  forced  I 
their  way  back  into  the  gamp  i 
by  half-time  and  went  ahead 
midway  through  the  second 
hair 

First  Sheringham  headed 
the  scores  level  from  Giggs's 
centre  and  then,  soon  after  Di- 
dier  Deschamps  bad  been 
sent  off  for  a second  bookable 
offence,  Cary  Pallister  sent 
Paul  Scholes  through  for  Un- 
ited's second  goaL  Scholes 
had  replaced  the  injured  Ole 
Solskjaer  shortly  after  the 
interval. 

In  the  89th  minute  Sber- 
ingham  put  Giggs  through  to 
score  with  a marvellous  left- 
foot  shot  and  guarantee  Ju- 
ventus's  first  defeat  by  an 
English  dub  in  Europe  for  18 
years,  but  there  was  still  time 
for  Zinedine  Zidane  to  add  a 
second  for  Juventus  by  curl- 
ing a free-ldck  past  Peter 
SchmeicheL 

The  renewal  of  acquaint- 
ances with  the  Italian  side  de- 
manded that  United  remem- 
ber the  virtue  of  patience  and 
necessity  of  possession  if  they 
were  to  stand  a realistic 
chance  of  winning  this  time. 
But  they  scarcely  had  time  to 
ponder  such  niceties  before 
they  were  behind  once  more. 

Certainly  Ferguson  had 
remembered  all  too  dearly 
the  way  the  Italian  side  had 
dominated  both  first  halves 
last  season.  With  Roy  Keane 
injured,  and  likely  to  be  out 
for  some  time,  both  Bonny 
Johnsen  and  Nicky  Butt  were 
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drafted  into  United’s  midfield. 
Yet  no  sooner  had  United 
kicked  off  than  Johnsen  lost 
the  ball  to  Deschamps  and 
what  followed,  with  the  game 
only  20  seconds  old,  was,  for 
Old  Trafford,  the  recurrence 
of  a bad  dream. 


Manuel  Dimas  took  up  the 
movement  as  Juventus 
crowded  forward,  with  Del 
Piero  already  stealing 
through  on  the  right  By  the 
time  Dimas's  pass  reached 
him  Del  Piero  looked  offside 
and  certainly  the  defenders 


seemed  to  think  so.  But  the 
flag  stayed  down  (in  fact  the 
Italian  had  been  in  line  with 
the  last  defender  when  the 
baU  was  played)  and  Del  Piero 
calmly  evaded  Schmeichel 
and  Hanning  Berg  before  slip- 
ping the  ball  into  the  net 
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After  17  minutes  Pallister 
nodded  on  a long  throw  from 
Gary  Neville  and  a header 
from  Sheringham,  after  Giggs 
had  glanced  the  ban  back, 
found  the  net.  Sadly  for 
United  tois  “goal"  teas  ruled ; 
offside. 

On  the  half-hour  Beckham 
and  Giggs  worked  the  ball 
across  from  the  left  towards 
Sheringham,  who  did  not 
make  contact  but  allowed  the 
ban  to  run  on  to  Solskjaar, 
whose  shot  was  blocked  by 
Angelo  PeruzzL  Old  Trafford 
took  some  encouragement 

Seven  minutes  before  half- 
time, in  feet  they  had  some- 
thing rather  more  to  cheer 
about  Suddenly  Giggs  was  in 
Space  on  the  Left  his  centre  to 
the  far  post  was  high  and  true 
and  Sheringham  rose  imperi- 
ously at  the  far  post  to  head 
down  past  PeruzzL  All  this 
had  been  achieved  with 


ill! 


Frank  Keating 


l A #ELSH  rugby’s  per- 

• M\  M secution complex 

1 # 1#  is  hackle-sharp 

W W pgain  ThisHmi* 

they  may  have  a point  They 
perceive  Pontypridd,  Llanelli 
and  Cardiff  to  have  been 
cruelly  lumbered  with  the 
moral  and  financial  brunt  of 
rilrty-play  ehargns  In  the  Hfein- 
ekenCnp  - The  clubs  suspect  a 
hidden  agenda  agniniitfliwn 

from  the  telly-rich  English 
and  French,  who  have  already 
suggested  that  Welsh  repre- 
sentation be  cut  from  four 
Clubs  to  two. 

Yesterday  Ron  Janes,  lia- 
nellfs  beleaguered  chairman, 
called  for  a concerted  stand: 
“Welsh  dubs  need  the  public 
support  of  the  WRU.  which 
has  got  to  decide  where  it 
stands.  We  are  being  treated 
unfairly  and  picked  upon.” 
Meanwhile  the  English,  as 
ever,  smirk  and  the  French, 
reckon  file  Welsh,  are  being 
allowed  to  getaway  with  seri- 
ous character  assassination. 

The  gist  is  that  Wales  are 
suffering  disproportionate 
sentences  for  crimes  begun  by 
the  French,  whose  dirty  play 
is  implicit,  ingrained  and  al- 
most reflexive.  But  the  French  | 
are  being  allowed  to  get  away 
with  it  because,  while  England  1 
bring  the  sq  uiRions  from  Sky 
TV  to  theEuropean  table, 
France  Load  it  with  even  more, 
from  Canal-Plus  and  subsid- 
iaries and  Wales  can  bring 
only  comparative  crumbs. 
Equally,  if  Welsh  (or  Scottish 
ami  Irish)  participation  is  lost, 
who  cares?  Whereas,  ff 
French  dubs  did  not  take  part, 
it  could  not  be  called  a Euro- 
pean cup. 

In  the  infant  tournament 
since  1995,  French  and  Welsh 
dubs  ha  ve  played  23  matches 
against  one  another,  in  which 
time  three  Welsh  players  have 
been  sent  off  and  eight  French- 
men. Yet  the  Welsh  get  the 
blame  and  disproportionate 
bans  and  fines.  There  seems  a 
different  law  for  the  rich. 

Spool  bade  a few  frames  in 
the  chronicle  of  heinous  Hein- 
eken  crime  over  only  the  past 
12  months.  How  much,  for 
instance,  would  Jones  have 
been  fined  had  he  run  an  to  the 
pitch  In  his  blazer  to  remon- 


Quick  off  the  mark . . , Alessandro  Del  Piero  evades  Peter  Schmeichers  dive  to  put  Juventus  ahead  after  20  seconds  at  OM  Trafford  cuvebfvjnsxu. 


United  reduced  to  10  men, 

: Butt  having  gone  off  for  a few 
minutes  after  a clash  of 
heads. 

That  goal  added  heart  and 
faith  to  United’s  football. 
They  lost  a limping  Solskjaer 
early  in  the  second  half  hut 
this  merely  brought  on 
Scholes  and,  with  Giggs  now 
in  his  element  Old  Trafford 
clamoured  for  the  lead. 

As  it  happened,  only  an  ex- , 
cellent  tackle  by  Pallister  to  • 
stop  Filippo  Inzaghi  turning  i 
past  him  for  a dose-range 
shot  denied  Juventus  an  im- 
portant chance  to  go  back  in 
front  before  the  game  was  an 
hour  old. 

■fcwtlurtT  IMM  (4-4-2):  SchmstetuH: 

Q NavtUo.  Barg.  Pal  Rater.  Irwin:  Bocktiam. 
Johnson.  Butt.  Giggs:  Sheringham. 
SoisKlaer  (Somes.  «mln). 

JavMtBe  (4-4-2);  PeruzzJ:  BldntfvJJJ. 
Ferrara.  Monte  ra.  Dimas;  Pecchla 
(Juliano.  B8).  Deschamps.  Zidane. 
Tacdtlnanfl;  Inzaghi,  Do  Piero  (Amoroso. 
7*1. 

WaiarMi  A Lopez  Mote  (Spain). 


strate  with  the  referee  and  de- 
manded bis  Whole  TJaneTM  XV 
— or,  bythen/XIV — leave  the 
field  in  sympathy  with  his  ; 
player  being  sent  off?  How 
about  £10,000  and  a life  bmi? 
That  is  what  the  Castresprest- 

dentdid  at  Swansea  lasfyear 
before  being  usherediaadkto  - 
his  place  of  honour  in  the  St 
Helen's  grandstand  without  a 
peep  of  further  action  by  the 

referee  or  ERC. 

At  Brive  this  month  Ponty- 
pridd's Dale  McIntosh  was 

yntnfl^fiHrm^mgh.  haying 

answered  one  French  purler 
with  his  own.  But  the  904ay 
ban  was  because  he  “brought 
the  game  into  disrepute”hy 
giving  an  un contrite  and  fa-  . 
mllial  thumbs-up  to  the  Ponty 
supporters  in  the  crowd  as  he 
walked  off! 

They  have  their  exits  and 
their  exits.  On  a similar  early- 
bath  trek  last  year,  against 
Llanelli,  theFgu  scrum-half 
Frederic  Torossian — the 
same  ring-leading  perpetrator 
of  this  month's  head-butting, 
all  caught  in  close-up  by  the 
cameras  but  seeminjgy  ig- 
j noredby  the ERC— -offered 

nothing  m mflril  a«  a mate y . 

thumbs-up  but  assailed  Lian- 
elli  supporters  with  a volley  of 
obscenities  and  fusillade  of 
spittle  before  being  led  off  by 
the  police.  There  wereno 
charges  against  him  and  no 
added  ban  for  “disrepute''  by 
theERC. 


HAVING  been  tent  off 
forviciouslykirJdnga 
grounded  Cardiff  for- 
ward, the  Toulouse 
hooker  Patrick  Soula  went 
potty  and  for  two  minutes  had 
to  be  restrained  from  attack- 
ing the  touch-judge  before  he 
left  the  field.  Hie  got  a three- 
week  ban.  Last  week  Cardiff’s 
Tony  Rees  was  not  even  sent 
off  for  stamping  but  he  was 
“cited”  by  Harlequins.  For 
him  it  was  a three-months  bam 
Olivier  Sourgens,  of  Begles, 
was  dismissed  for  punching  at 
Swansea  last  season  (30  days) 
and  again  this  month  for 
stamping  (80  days).  That 
makes  90  in  all:  twice  offin  11 
months  and  the  same  ban  as 
Rees.  There  are  more  exam- 
ples. Something  stinks  here. 
One lawforthe  rich ... 

Doubtless  the  ERC,  or  even 
the  flaccid  WRU,  will  warn  ' 
Jones  about  speaking  out  of - 
turn;  otherwise  there  will  be 
another  hefty  fine.  When 
Brive's  coach  (and  old  front- 
row  knuckle-mixer)  Laurent 
Seigne  publicly  called  Ponty- 
pridd's XV  “semi-civilised  an- 
imals’*. the  ERCdid  not  even 
slap  those  battle-scarred 
knuckles.  Disreputable?  Vrat- 
meat  it  was. 


Feyenoord  rally  and  go  double  Dutch  in  Rotterdam 

FEYENOORD  emerged  | alty  by  Jean-Paul  van  Gastel  | Camp  by  a PSV  Rmdoven  I European  Cup  holders  fix 
last  night  as  challengers  after  26  minutes  and  Julin  side  mlnnxl  tn  in  man  In  I Cannann  iumunIiiJ 


■^last  night  as  challengers 
to  the  leaders  Manchester 
United  in  Group  B of  the 
Champions  League  when 
they  moved  level  on  three 
points  with  Juventus  after  a 
2-0  win  over  Kosice. 

The  Dutch  club,  crushed 
5-2  at  Juventus  two  weeks 
ago,  went  ahead  with  a pen- 


alty by  Jean-Paul  van  Gastel 
after  26  minutes  and  Julio 
Cruz  added  a second  on  34 
minutes  against  the  Slovaki- 
an side  beaten  3-0  by  United 
in  their  opening  match. 

Barcelona,  who  lost  3-2  at 
Newcastle  first  time  out, 
struggled  to  make  up  lost 
ground  in  Group  C when 
were  held  2-2  at  the  Non 


Camp  by  a PSV  Emdoven 
side  reduced  to  10  men  in 
the  34th  nrinute  when  Chris 
van  der  Weerden  was  dis- 
missed for  a second  booka- 
ble offence.  Luis  Enrique 
was  on  target  twice  for  the 
Spaniards  but  PSV  hit  back 
through  Gilles  De  Btlde  70 
and  Peter  Moeller. 

Borussia  Dortmund,  the 


European  Cup  holders  from 
Germany,  recorded  their 
second  win  in  Group  A 
when  two  goals  from  their 
Swiss  striker  Stephane  Cha- 
pnisat  and  one  each  by 
Hetko  Herrlicb  and  Jflrg 
Heinrich  put  paid  to  Sparta 
Prague,  who  found  scant 
consolation  in  a late  effort 
by  Hfirst  SiegL 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21 ,084  Set  by  Fawley 


Across 

7 Starts  to  try  reopened  retail 
facility  for  very  fresh  fish?  |E9 
9 Almost  kiss  sailor  offering 
divine  drink  (6) 

10,11  Compromise  private 
negotiations,  ignoring 
. potential  involvement  of 
union?  (4,10) 

12  Managing  to  survive  on 
water  (6) 

14  Some  foreigners  selected 
for  match  wtth  City?  (4,4) 


15,17  Exclaim  about  woman's 
fibre  Intake,  and  day  without 
a drink  (6,6) 

20  Second  team,  international, 
showing  a bft  erf  bottte?  (5-3) 

22  Information  gathered  by  a 
lawyer  In  the  course  of 
events  (6) 

23^24  One  might  have  to  carry 
some  lead  in  this  (10,4) 

25  The  sweet  sound  of  wikftte 
(S) 

26  Name  of  English  ale  backed 
some  foreign  faith  In  it  (8) 


Down 

1 Making  much  of  firm  policy. 
nsiecftr®  my  amendment  (8} 

2 Heard  of  vital  place  to  come 
ashore  (4) 

3,18  Black  box  adjoining  pipe 
under  the  stairs  (6,8) 

4*22  Whatfs  their  total?  180 
for  3?  (8.6) 

5 Type  of  speech  appropriate 
for  a prize-giving  (10) 

6 Argument  following  a pint? 
There,  they  marched  off!  (B) 

8 To  give  approval,  aid  to 
become  gladly  accepted 

13  Organise  too  much  publicity 
andspoflafilm(IO) 

16  See  3 

18  Remixing,  Dolly  and  Dee 
exploited  echo  facility  (8) 

19  Surrounded  by  singing  oJris. 
toft  the  joint  (6) 

21  TakeoverbW  working- 
paper  offering  discount?  (6) 

22  See  4 

24  Underwater  hazard  not 
reported  (4) 
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per  mfruits  at  aff  times.  Service  su>- 
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